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S h a r i n g  c u l t u r e

Isabel Tarrago, O ffice  of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs, Q ueensland

T o d a y , p e o p le  c o m e  fro m  th ro u g h o u t 

th e  w o r ld  fo r th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to le a rn  

o f th e  c u ltu re  o f in d ig e n o u s  A u s t r a l

ia n s . T h e y  c o m e  to  lis te n  to th e  so n g s , m u 

s ic  a n d  s to ry te l l in g , to w a tc h  th e  d a n c e  an d  

lo o k  at th e  a r tw o rk  o f A b o r ig in a l  p e o p le . 

T h ro u g h  th e se  e x p e r ie n c e s , o th e rs  g lim p s e  

th e  A b o r ig in a l c u ltu re .

T h e  o n u s  o f  m a in ta in in g  c u ltu r e  re sts  

w ith  a l l  A b o r ig in a l p e o p le  an d  th e  d e m a n d s  

p la c e d  o n  p e o p le  a n d  th e ir  c u ltu re  th o u g h  

p a rt ic ip a t io n  in m a n y  to u ris t a c t iv it ie s  m ake s  

it a ll th e  h a rd e r  to  k e e p  th e  c u ltu re  stro ng  in 

th e  fa c e  o f  so  m u c h  e c o n o m ic  p re s s u re . It is 

no t o n ly  to u r is ts  fro m  o th e r  la n d s  w h o  a re  

in te re ste d  in th e  c u ltu re  o f in d ig e n o u s  A u s 

t r a l ia n s , it is a ls o  fe l lo w  A u s t r a l ia n s . M u c h  

w o rk  h as  b e e n  d o n e  to  sh a re  in fo rm a t io n  

b e tw e e n  p e o p le s , b u t it is im p o rta n t  to  re 

m e m b e r at th e  en d  o f th e  d a y  th at the c u ltu re  

b e lo n g s  to  th e  p e o p le  w h o  l iv e  it. T h e re  a re  

m a n y  hard  d e c is io n s  in v o lv e d  in sh a r in g  c u l

tu re .

Th e  m a in s t re a m  le g a l s y s te m  d o e s  no t 

r e a l ly  p ro v id e  a d e q u a te  p ro te c t io n  a g a m st 

re p ro d u c t io n  o f t ra d it io n a l a rt b y  u n a u th o r

ised p e o p le . T h e  c o p y rig h t la w s  w e re  w r itte n  

w ith  in d iv id u a ls  in m in d , not w ith  a c o m m u 

n ity . H e n c e  th e  la w s  a re  la rg e ly  in a d e q u a te  

to  in v e s t  c o p y r ig h t  in  a c o m m u n it y , w h i le

u n d e r A b o r ig in a l la w  th e  o n ly  p la c e  re sp o n 

s ib ilit y  fo r th o se  d e s ig n s  c a n  e v e r  rest is w ith  

th e  c o m m u n ity . T h is  is ju s t  o n e  e x a m p le  o f 

th e  in a d e q u a c y  o f th e  m a in s t re a m  leg a l s y s 

te m 's  d e a lin g  w ith  in d ig e n o u s  la w s .

It is u n fo r tu n a te , h o w e v e r , th a t th e  a p 

p ro a c h  to  re c o g n it io n  is so  p ie c e m e a l. W it h 

o u t an  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f in d ig e n o u s  c u ltu re s  

it is im p o s s ib le  to u n d e rs ta n d  th e  im p o rt o f 

d a i ly  e v e n ts . In its p ie c e m e a l w a y , th e  A u s 

tra lia n  leg a l sy s te m  is s t r iv in g  to  a c c o m o d a te  

th e  d if fe re n c e s  in c u ltu re . H o w e v e r , th is  c a n  

n e v e r  be e n o u g h . It le a v e s  to o  m u c h  up  to 

in d iv id u a l d is c re t io n .

It is t im e  fo r A u s t ra l ia n  s o c ie ty  to h o n o u r 

A b o r ig in a l an d  T o rre s  S tra it  Is la n d e r  p e o p le  

th ro u g h  re sp e c t in g  th e ir  r ig h t to  c o n tro l th e  

w a y s  in w h ic h  th e ir  c u ltu re s  a re  re p re se n te d , 

r e s e a rc h e d  a n d  r e c o rd e d . T h e re  a re  m a n y  

o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r  s h a r in g  o n  th e  b a s is  o f 

e q u a lit y , th e re  is no  n ee d  to  k e e p  th in g s  fo r 

fea r o f lo s in g  th e  rights to th e m . If it tu rn s  out 

th a t a c o m m u n it y  d e c id e s  th a t so m e o n e  

sh o u ld  n o t h a v e  a c c e s s  to  s o m e th in g , th e n  

f he  r :g h ts to  th a t a c c e s s  n e v e r  e y is te d . T he 

re p a tr ia tio n  o f ite m s o f c u ltu ra l h e rita g e  m ust 

o c c u r  as  p a rt o f  th e  p ro c e s s  o f re c o g n is in g  

th e  in d ig e n o u s  c u ltu re s  o f  A u s t r a l ia , an d  in 

so  d o in g , th e  o p p o rtu n ity  is  b o rn  fo r p e o p le  

to sh a re  th e ir  c u ltu re  w ith  re sp e c t . m

A b o u t  t h e  

l o g o . . .

T h e  lo g o  d e s ig n e d  to  re p re 

se n t th e  A b o r ig in a l  a n d  

T o rre s  S tra it Is la n d e r  re c ru it 

m e n t a n d  c a re e r  d e v e lo p 

m en t s tra teg y  fo r  th e  lib ra ry  

an d  in fo rm a t io n  s e c to r  c a n  

be e x p la in e d  as fo l lo w s : th e  

c e n t ra l s t ra ig h t  l in e s  re p re 

se n t th e  in fo rm a t io n  in  l i 

b ra r ie s  an d  in fo rm a tio n  s e rv 

ic e s . T h e  s n a k in g  l in e s  b e 

lo w  th is  in d ic a te  A b o r ig in a l 

p e o p le  c o m in g  in to  th e  stra t

e g y . T h e  l in e s  a b o v e  s h o w  

th e  p e o p le  a fte r  th e y  h a v e  

b e e n  th ro u g h  th e  s tra te g y  

h a v in g  in c re a s e d  th e ir  

k n o w le d g e .

A

aloguing workshop (11-14/6), Intro
duction to Dewey Decimial Classifica
tion (17-18/6), Cataloguing serials 
(20/6), Introduction to Library of 
Congress subject headings (25-26/6). 
Uni of NSW, School of Information, 
Library and Archive Studies. Contact: 
Maureen Hennlnger, Ph: (02) 385 
3589, Fax: (02) 385 3430, e-mail: 
M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au.
• 17/6 NSW special libraries com
m ittee: Maria Gemenis Award Din
ner. Strangers' Dining Room, Parlia
mentary House. For more details and 
bookings please contact: Moya Lum 
C/- AMP Society Library, GPO Box 
4134, Sydney 2001, Ph: (02) 257 
5481, Fax: (02) 257 7756, e-mail: 
auampfgv@ibmmail.com.
• 18/6 NSW specials lib ra ry  sec
tio n : Library suppliers open forum. 
■[Interaction: librarians/suppliers] (Co
op: Being a library suppliers; DA 
Books: British Library Services; Ebsco 
Australia: EBSCONET). 5pm for
5.30pm at Jean Garling Room, State 
Library NSW, Macquarie Street, Syd
ney. RSVP: Janette Camerson-Smith, 
Ph: (02) 325 7504; Fax: (02) 325 
7500.
« 19/6 NSW pub lic  lib raries  sec- 
tion /N S W  branch free  a c tiv ity
Crushing despair or vision of hope?: 
the future o f Australians at work. 
ABC Theatrette, 700 Harris St, Ulti
mo. 6pm. Bookings essential. Cath 
Bright, Ph: (02) 330 6129, Fax: (02) 
330 6 121 e-mail:
c.brigl it@ilariet.slnsw.gov.au.
• 19/6-6/12 NSW acquisitions sec
tio n  com m ittee  m eeting dates 
Meetings to be held at the Staff 
Room, Level 5, Fisher Library, Sydney 
Uni at 4.30pm. Those who wish to 
dine after meetings can normally be 
accommodated at a local restaurant. 
(19/6; 13/7; 11/9;23/10). Staff devel
opment day - -  invitation only (6/12).
• 21/6 CYSS NSW. Pre Book Week 
extravaganza idea sharing session for 
displays, competitions and short-list
ed books for children's book week. 
Burwood Council Chambers, 2 Con
dor Street, Burwood, 6pm, registra
tion from 5.15pm. members $3, oth
ers $5. Bookings: Sue Threlfall or 
Claire Saunders Ph: (046) 201 556.
• 25-26/6 Riverina reg ional group. 
Customer relations workshop. Riveri
na Institute of TAFE library. ALIA 
members $120, others $140, in
cludes manual, morning/afternoon 
teas and lunches. Contact: Marsha 
Reilly, Ph: (069) 332 393, Fax: (069) 
332 900, e-mail: mreilly@csu.edu.au. 
RSVP by 17/6
26/6 Inmagic D B/TextW orks 
bridg ing  course. Full day course 9- 
5pm. Venue: Trimagic Software. For 
information and bookings contact: 
Trimagic Software, Authorised Train
ing Centre. Ph: (02) 413 1799, Fax: 
(02)413 1710.
• 26/5 NSW TAFE section Image 
and influence: develop and market 
ourselves and librarianship. Speaker: 
Carol Thomson, Marketing Consult
ant. Tea Shop, 70 Phillip St, Parram
atta. Black and white theme, cock
tails and finger food 6pm, address 
7pm. ALIA members $25, others 
$30. RSVP: Dot Dawson (02) 830 
4572 by 19/6.
• 27/6 NSW specials section: Silver- 
Platter software on AUSTROM, Busi
ness Australia on Disc, Serials in Aus-
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N a tio n a l In te r le n d in g
D e liv e ry  S u m m it 1995: P ro c e e d in g s
T h e  Sum m it w a s  a tw o-day rev iew  and re a s se s sm e n t of the A u stra lian  Interlend ing 
S y s te m  and  its p ro b le m s. T h e  ‘big is s u e s ’ of in te lle c tu a l p roperty  re g u la tio n s , 
in terconnectiv ity  and N D IS  (now W o rld !) w hich will determ ine the sh ap e  of a  future 
interlending system  w ere  am ong top ics d is cu sse d . Am ong the m any  sp e a k e rs  w ere  
Tom C o ch ra n e , Neil M cLe a n , Jud ith  G re e n a w ay , Ph ilip  G riffith , G eo ff P a yn e  and 
W arw ick  C ath ro .

Available from: Sales and Distribution, National Library of Australia, 
Parkes, ACT 2000. Tel: 06 262 1646 Fax 06 273 1084 
Price: $30. ($20 for ACLIS members)
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