
F r o m  t h e  t r o p i c s  t o  t h e  s n o w

C e lia  O tley , O peratio ns North —  NT Departm ent of Education

I m agine leav ing  a steam y  
D a rw in  day and tw enty-four  
hours later arriv in g  to sn o w 

capp ed  m o u n ta in s. T h at w as  
my exp erience  w hen  I left D a r
w in  for a y ear- lo n g  te a ch in g  
e xch an g e  in V a n c o u v e r, 
C a n a d a .

Scho o ls in C a n a d a  d iffer in 
m any w ays from  those in A u s
tra lia  but in m any w ays are  the  
sam e. T e a ch e rs  fa ce  the sam e  
problem s —  too m any ch ild ren  
in c lasses, lack  of f in a n ce , and  
c u rr ic u lu m  ch a n g e . A d m in is 
tra tive ly , C a n a d ia n  sch o o ls  are  
very  d ifferent. Th ey  are  run by 
lo ca l school boards w h ich  co n 
tro l staffing , budgets and re 
so u rce s  w h ile  the p ro v in c ia l  
M inistry of Education  organises 
the cu rricu lu m .

It w as quite a sho ck  for me

to go b ack  to a m anual lib rary  
borrow ing  system . I had forgot
ten a ll ab o u t ca rd s  w ith o u t  
books and books w ith o u t  
c a rd s . By n ow  th e  sch o o l 
shou ld  have in tro d u ced  D yn ix  
as th e  au to m ated  lib ra ry  sy s 
tem  and it w as  my job  to p re 
pare for au to m atio n .

A ll n ew  lib ra ry  re so u rce s  
w ere  c e n tra lly  ca ta lo g u ed , e i
th er by the su p p lie r  of by the  
Scho ol B o ard 's  cu rricu lu m  re 
so u rces p ro cessin g  cen tre .

P ap er-b ack  fic tio n  w as not 
catalogued  w h ich  w as fru strat
ing as th e  stu d en ts g en e ra lly  
p re fe rre d  to  read  p a p erb a ck  
b oo ks. T h e  fa ct th at p a p e r
b acks w ere  sh e lved  sep arate ly  
(and not n e c e s s a r ily  in a lp h a 
b etica l o rd er) also  m ade book  
prom o tio n  a little  d ifficu lt.

The  students rea lly  enjoyed  
the m any A u stra lia n  books I 
had taken  w ith  me and I am  
sure the loca l bookshop's p rof
its soared  w ith  m y p rom o tio n  
of A u stra lian  authors —  I th ink  
if I had a d o llar for every  Paul 
Jennings title they sold it w ould  
have paid my return  a irfa re !

O f  course my trip w as not all 
w o rk  and no p lay. D uring  the 
n ine-w eek sum m er ho lidays I 
m anaged to travel through the 
greater part of Canada as w ell as 
parts of the U n ited  States. A ll 
too soon it w as tim e to pack up 
and say goodbye to the m any  
Canadian  friends I had made.

I returned to the tropics with  
m any w onderful m em ories of a 
te rrif ic  year on exchange. A ll I 
have to do now is save up for the 
next o n e ... ■
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Motcatfe Medallion
Australian Library and information Association 
PO Box F.441 Kingston ACT 2604 
Phono (06} 235 1877 Fax {06} 2S2 2249 
E-mail enquiry@aiia.0r9.au
UHL hKp̂ yWvtrw.aila.org.aii/alia/avyards.htfKi

John Metcalfe was responsible for establishing the basis of 
the profession of fibrarianship in Australia and was the 
dominating influence in the profession in this country untii 
his retirement in the 1960 s. John Metcalfe and his 
contribution to librarianship and library education are 
commemorated by the Australian Library and Information 
Association through the Metcalfe Medallion.
The award is for the most outstanding essay or other piece 
of work on a topic of interest to library and information 
services and consists of a plaque and a year’s membership 
of the Association. Students are invited to submit entnj» 
this award.
To meet the criteria for this award entrig 
Metcalfe Medallion should:
■ be submitted in triplicate by a student undertaking a first- 

award course in libfa£ysjJMN information science;
| be an essay or other piece of work of up to 5000 words 
m length ct interest to library and Information science;

in a form or style appropriate for publishing 
k journal or as an AUA Press publication;

indicate competence in the analysis, evaluation or 
synfhesi2 of data, information or previously published
material;

Entries close on 15 December and should be sent to;

» include a declaration stating that the entry is the student's 
own work.

I n d e x  o f  a d v e r t i s e r s  i n  t h i s i s s u e

ALIA Metcalfe Medallion 35

| ALIA Premier Awards 3 4

Australian Council of Library and Information Services 33

AUSLI8 Press 21

■ CCH Australia 9

Centre for Information Studies, CSU 16
DA Information Services 7
Data Research Associates International 2
Ferntree Software Services 11
Freelance Library & Information Services Pty Ltd 27
Geac Global Information 5
International Public Relations Pty Ltd 17
International Subscription Agency Australia 25
Kingfisher 22
Langley Park Manufacturing 34
Library Locums 23,31
Max Tag Australia Pty Ltd 22
National Library of Australia 40
Primary Source Media 6
Rims Australia Pty Ltd 19
Ruth Jarvis 37
S&M Supply Company Pty Ltd 33
Sanderson Computers Pty Ltd 39 § v j
Sirsi Australia 15
Skaha Pty Ltd 19, 31
Snowy Mountain Hydro Electric Scheme 19 RStephenson and Turner 29
Swets & Zeitlinger BV 23
Trimagic Software 13
Women's Art Register 11 *  J
Zenith Management Services Group 11 ' *
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