
Speakers at Accessing inform ation 2001 held on 7 October. Left to 
Right: Sharon Cline McKay, Blackwells Periodicals; Jerelynn Brown, 

SLNSW; Christine Maher, LaTrobe University; Carolyn Young,QUT; Colin 
Steele, ANU; Margaret Phillips, National Library of Australia.

T h e  f u t u r e  

o f  t h e  

a c q u i s i t i o n  

l i b r a r i a n
K ay C o le , se c re ta ry ,

A c q u it is io n s  S e c t io n , V ic to r ia

T he A L IA  c o n fe re n c e  p ro v id e d  the 

fo c u s  fo r  th e  N a t io n a l A c q u is i 

t io n s  S e c t io n 's  m a in  e v e n ts  fo r 

th e  y e a r . T h is  w a s  a o n e - d a y  s e m in a r  

Accessing information 2001 —  the role 
of acquisitions librarians in the new 
millennium, h e ld  at th e  C e n t ra  H o te l , 

a d ja c e n t  to  th e  c o n fe r e n c e  s ite , on  

M o n d a y  7 O c t o b e r . T h e  s ite  a n d  th e  

d a te , as  w e ll  as th e  q u a lit y  o f s p e a k e rs , 

e n s u re d  a t te n d a n c e  b y  d e le g a te s  fro m  

a ll s ta te s .

A fte r  l is te n in g  to  s p e a k e rs , th e  s e v 

e n t y - n in e  d e le g a te s  to  Information 
2001 p a r t ic ip a te d  in  a w o rk s h o p  

fo c u ss e d  on n e w  p r io r it ie s , ta sk  an d  in 

f ra s t ru c tu re s  fo r  sta ff w o rk in g  in a c q u i

s it io n s , s e r ia ls  an d  c o l le c t io n  d e v e lo p 

m e n t. T h e  s e m in a r  p a p e rs  an d  rep o rts  

w i l l  be  p u b lis h e d  in Acquisitions, th e  

s e c t io n  n e w s le t te r . T h e  A c q u is i t io n s  

S e c t io n  a ls o  e s ta b lis h e d  its o w n  h o m e

p a g e  in  1 9 9 6  fo r  in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t 

e v e n ts , c o n ta c ts  an d  p u b lic a t io n s . T h e  

A c q u is it io n s  h o m e  p ag e  is o n  A L IA n e t

a t h t tp :/ / w w w .a lia .o rg .a u / a lia / s e c t io n s /  

a c q / h o m e .h tm l. *

In fo rm ation  sh arin g  
and n e tw o rk in g  the key
G re g  F o w le r , H e a lth  L ib ra r ie s  S e c t io n , So u th  A u s tra lia

T he H e a lth  L ib ra r ie s  S e c t io n  in So u th  A u s tra lia  has 

tra v e lle d  a s lig h t ly  d iffe re n t path  in 1 9 9 6  w ith  re 

n ew e d  en th u sia sm  am o n g st m e m b e rs  in d ica te d  by 

th e  in c re a se d  p a rt ic ip a t io n  in g e n e ra l m e e tin g s. S e v e ra l 

fu n c t io n s  w e re  o rg a n ise d  th is  y e a r  a n d , w h e re  p o ss ib le , 

th e  e x e cu tiv e  co m m itte e  lia ised  w ith  th e  S p e c ia l L ib ra r ie s  

S e ct io n  (South  A u stra lia )  to  e n c o u ra g e  in fo rm a tio n  sh a r

ing an d  w id e r  n e tw o rk in g , an d  to  a v o id  d u p lic a t io n .

M u ch  in te re st w a s  sh o w n  in an d  a tte n d a n c e  w a s  e x 

ce lle n t  for, the jo in t S p e c ia ls  and H ea lth  L ib ra r ie s  Sectio n s  

v is it  to  th e  n ew  W o rk C o v e r  L ib ra ry  in M a y . T h e  v is it  w a s  

p re ce d e d  by a so c ia l lu n ch  an d  the v is it  p ro ved  so p o p u 

la r  th a t a n o th e r w ill  be  p la n n e d  at a la te r  d a te . A  so c ia l 

e v e n in g  w a s  h e ld  a t th e  C h e s s e r  C e l la r s ,  A d e la id e  on  

4  S e p te m b e r  to  w e lc o m e  n e w  a n d  o ld  m e m b e rs  to  th e  

S e ct io n . T h e  even in g  w a s  k in d ly  sp o n so red  by the  R am say  

G ro u p  and  it w a s  a n  e x c e lle n t  o p p o rtu n ity  for h e a lth  li

b ra ry  w o rk e rs  to  m e e t in a re la x e d , in fo rm al a tm o sp h e re .

T h is  y e a r  has a lso  seen  the d ev e lo p m e n t o f a v is io n  for  

S o u th  A u s tra lia n  H e a lth  C o m m is s io n  l ib ra r ie s  w h ic h  is 

b o th  e x c it in g  an d  in n o v a t iv e . A t th e  en d  o f 1 9 9 5 , the  

South A u stra lian  H ea lth  C o m m iss io n  L ib ra r ie s  C o n so rtiu m  

w a s  fo rm ed  to e x p lo re  the  p o ss ib ility  o f c re a tin g  a  system  

fo r access in g  C D -R O M  d atab ases v ia  a w id e  a re a  n etw o rk .

L ib ra ry  m a n a g ers an d  h ea lth  w o rk e rs  h a ve  su p p o rted  the  

C o n so rt iu m  in th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f a  b u sin ess  c a se .

T h is  lo n g  an d  c o m p le x  p ro c e s s  h a s  e n a b le d  So u th  

A u s tra lia  H e a lth  C o m m iss io n  fu n d ed  h e a lth  u n it  l ib r a r 

ians to form  stron g er links an d  to  sh a re  in th is  ex c it in g  v i

sio n . T h e  a im  of th e  p ro je c t is to p ro v id e  th e  lib ra r ie s  and  

h ea lth  u n its  staff w ith  a c c e s s  to a  g re a te r  ran ge  o f  d a ta 

b ases using  a  s tan d ard , u ser frie n d ly  in te rfa ce . T h e  W o rk 

ing  G ro u p  has ju s t  co m p le te d  th e  B u s in e ss  C a s e  an d  it 

w il l  be su b m itte d  in  th e  n e a r  fu tu re  to  th e  IN F 0 2 0 0 0  

P ro je c t  D ire c to ra te , SA  H e a lth  C o m m iss io n  fo r fu n d in g . 

T h is  p ro je c t  w ill  c o n t in u e  to d e te rm in e  th e  ag e n d a  an d  

d ire c t io n s  fo r  SA  H e a lth  C o m m iss io n  lib ra r ie s  in 1 9 9 7 .

G u e sts  w e re  inv ited  to ad d ress  th e  g roups m em b ers  at 

g en era l m eetin gs. T h e y  in c lu d e d  M a u re e n  B ell ( lib ra r ia n , 

G le n s id e  H o sp ita l)  an d  R ay  C h o a te  (c h ie f  l ib ra r ia n , U n i

v e rs ity  o f A d e la id e ) to  ta lk  ab o u t th e  p ro p o sed  m o ve  of 

th e  G le n s id e  H o sp ita l p sy c h ia t r ic  an d  m en ta l h e a lth  c o l

le c t io n  to  th e  U n iv e r s it y  an d  h o w  it w o u ld  im p a c t  on  

m en ta l h ea lth  w o rk e rs  in So uth  A u s tra lia ; an d  E liza b e th  

H o  (S tate  L ib ra ry  o f  So u th  A u s tra lia )  to  ta lk  a b o u t th e  

n ew  d ev e lo p m e n ts  in the State L ib ra ry  a n d , in p a rt icu la r ,  

th e  lib r a r y 's  d ir e c t io n s  in re la t io n  to  th e  p ro v is io n  o f  

h e a lth  in fo rm a tio n  to  th e  g en era l p u b lic . ■
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