
O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t
L in d a  W in z a r , se c re ta ry , N o rth  C e n tra l V ic to r ia  R eg ion al G ro u p

P rov id ing  opp ortun itie s for p ro fes

sional deve lopm ent and netw orking  

w as the m ain aim  of the North C e n 

tral V ic to ria  Reg ional G ro u p  e xe cu tive  

com m ittee  for 1 9 9 6 . To  a c h ie ve  th is , s ix  

events w ere  held during the year.

Th e  year began w ith  an A u stra lian  L i

brary W eek function  in M ay . Th e  Bendigo 

Pub lic  Library hosted an even ing w here  s ix 

teen p rom inent lo ca l pe rso n a litie s  spoke 

about their most m em orab le books. It w as 

a light-hearted enterta in ing  even ing  fo l

low ed by d inner.

A  Surf the 'net training session a llo w ed  

participants to learn m ore about the latest 

add ition  to the ir p ro fessional search  tools

and provided an opportunity to surf.

H e len  Ta it and P h ilip  Kent w ere  our 

guests at a m id -w in te r d in n e r. Th e y  e x 

p lained w hat types of things A L IA  regional 

m em bers can take advantage of, and w ined 

and dined w ith us. Th e  them e for our Sep

tem ber event w as 'V irtua l lib ra ries ' w here  

w e visited  the H eyw ard  Lib rary  at La Trobe 

U n ive rs ity  (Bendigo) and the Bendigo 

H ealth  C are  G roup 's L ib rary  and looked at 

their innovative ideas for using techno logy.

Putting a leash on the Internet i l lu s 

trated the w ays in w h ich  the Bendigo Sen

ior Seco n d ary  C o lleg e  has harnessed the 

ca p a b ilit ie s  of the Internet and w e  also 

toured their m ulti-m edia fa c ility . A  C h ris t

mas d inner and the A nnual G enera l M eet

ing w ill take p lace  in D ecem ber.

1996 has been a successfu l year for us 

not on ly  because of the efforts of the co m 

mittee but because several people have vo l

unteered their tim e and expertise to show  

us around the ir lib ra rie s  and share th e ir 

ideas w ith  us.

W e  ow e it to these in d iv id u a ls  w ho  

have co-operated w ith  us, and a lso  to the 

participants w ho  turned out in large num 

bers and m ade the events so w o rth w h ile . 

Several ideas for the 1997 program are a l

ready being consid ered  and I encourag e 

m em bers to contribute ideas they have, or 

to be an execu tive  com m ittee m em ber. ■

C ata logu ers ’
n etw o rk
M a rg a re t W a lle r , s e c re ta ry , C a ta lo g u e rs  S e c t io n , 

V ic to r ia

O u r  first m eetin g  fo r 1 9 9 6  w a s  he ld  in M a y , w h e n  Faye  

P attin so n  sp o ke  on  th e  in tro d u ctio n  o f th e  S IR S ! U n i

c o rn  system  to the H o lm e sg len  C o lle g e  o f T A F E  lib ra ry  

an d  the im p lic a t io n s  to  th e  ca ta lo g u in g  p ro ce ss  th ere . 

O v e r  th irty  p eo p le  atten d ed  the m eetin g .

In Ju ly , th e  g ro u p  in c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  th e  R M IT  D e 

partm en t o f In fo rm a tio n  M an ag em en t an d  L ib ra ry  Stud

ies and  D e a k in  U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra ry , ran  tw o  w o rk sh o p s  

on U S M A R C  an d  F o rm a t in te g ra t io n . Both w o rk sh o p s  

w e re  fu lly  b oo ked  an d  p ro v id e d  p o sitiv e  fe e d b a ck  and  

sug g estio ns fo r o th e r a c t iv it ie s .

A ris in g  fro m  a suggestion  fro m  o n e  o f the  w o rk sh o p  

p artic ip a n ts , th e  co n c e p t o f a  'C a ta lo g u in g  n etw o rk ' has 

been d eve lo p ed . By link in g  in d iv id u a ls  w ith  the  sam e in- 

te re sts/e x p e rtise/p ro b le rn s  th e  n e tw o rk  a im s at sh arin g  

e x p e rt ise , d e v e lo p in g  m e m b e rs ' k n o w le d g e , p ro v id in g  

ong o in g  a v e n u e s  fo r p ro b lem  re so lu t io n  an d  h e lp in g  to  

o v e rco m e  iso la tio n  o f ca ta lo g u e rs  w o rk in g  in sm a ll li

b rarie s . T h e  n etw o rk  w a s  fo rm a lly  la u n ch e d  at a general 

m eetin g  he ld  on 29  O c to b e r  a fte r o ve r fifty exp ress io n s  

of in terest w e re  re c e iv e d . A n y  p erso n  in te rested  in jo in 

ing o r fin d ing  o ut m o re  on  h o w  it is in ten d ed  th e  n et

w o rk  w ill  o p e ra te  ca n  c o n t a c t  M a rg a re t  W a lle r  te l

e p h o n e  (0 3 ) 9 6 6 9  9 0 4 9 , fax  (0 3 ) 9 6 3  1 4 8 0  o r  e -m a il: 

m w a lle r@ s lv .v ic .g o v .a u .

The  fin a l m eetin g  for 1 9 9 6  w ill be he ld  on 4  D e c e m 

b e r at B a ille a u  L ib ra ry , U n iv e rs ity  o f M e lb o u rn e . The  

C D - R O M  v e rs io n  o f D D C 2 1  w ill  be d em o n stra ted  by a 

re p re se n ta tiv e  fro m  D A  In fo rm a tio n  S e rv ic e s  to g ether  

w ith  an  o v e r v ie w  o f th e  c h a n g e s  in th e  s c h e d u le s  by 

Ly le  F re n ch  fro m  N o rth e rn  In stitu te  o f T A F E . ■

Jo in t m eetings 
productive
M e re d ith  N e w m a n , p res id en t, S p e c ia ls  S e ct io n , T a sm a n ia

9 9 6  h as b e e n  a q u ie t y e a r  fo r th e  T a s m a n ia n  S p e c ia l L i 

b ra r ie s  g ro u p , w ith  th e  e m p h a s is  on  fe w e r  a c t iv it ie s , w ith  

a la rg e r  a t te n d a n c e , ra th e r  th a n  m a n y  a c t iv i t ie s  w h ic h  

p e o p le  so m e t im e s  fin d  d if f ic u lt  to a tte n d .

T h is  y e a r  h as a ls o  seen  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f se v e ra l in te r

est g ro u p s , in c lu d in g  th e  In m a g ic  U s e rs  G ro u p , c h a ire d  b y  

M e lis s a  M artin  from  the In fo rm a tio n  Stra teg y U n it , w h ic h  has 

m o n th ly  m e e tin g s .

B e c a u s e  th e  m e m b e r b a se  in T a s m a n ia  is s m a ll , s e v e ra l 

o f th e  a c t iv it ie s  w h ic h  th e  se c t io n  h as u n d e rta k e n  th is  y e a r  

h a v e  b e e n  c o lla b o ra t io n s  w ith  A L IA  T a s m a n ia n  B ra n c h , a 

s u c c e s s fu l in it ia t iv e , an d  o n e  w h ic h  m a y  c o n t in u e .

In M a y , o n e  o f th e se  c o m b in e d  a c t iv it ie s  w a s  a s e m in a r  

led  b y  G u y  St C la i r ,  o n  th e  to p ic  'P e r fo rm a n c e  e v a lu a t io n  

an d  e f fe c t iv e n e s s  m e a s u re s '. M a n y  is s u e s  w e re  d is c u s s e d , 

an d  th e  d a y  w a s  v e ry  s u c c e s s fu l .

In Ju n e , th e re  w a s  a c o m b in e d  m e e t in g  w ith  la w  a n d  

h e a lth  l ib r a r ia n s  to  d is c u s s  th e  1 9 9 9  S p e c ia ls , H e a lth  a n d  

L a w  lib ra r ia n s  c o n fe re n c e  w h ic h  w i l l  be h e ld  in H o b a rt  a t 

th e  W re s t  P o in t  H o te l C a s in o . O u r  p r in c ip a l  c o m m it te e  

m e m b e rs  w e re  e le c te d , a n d  s e v e ra l in te re s t in g  id e a s  fo r  

th e m e s w e re  pu t fo rw a rd . W e  h o p e  to  c a r ry  th e  m o m e n tu m  

an d  e n th u s ia s m  fo r th is  m a jo r  u n d e r ta k in g  in to  1 9 9 7  a n d  

b e y o n d .

A n o th e r  s u c c e s s fu l a c t iv it y  w a s  a lu n c h e o n  m e e tin g  in 

A u g u s t , w h e re  L y n n  D a v ie s , fro m  th e  U n iv e r s it y  o f T a s m a 

n ia  S c ite c h  L ib ra ry  ta lk e d  a b o u t th e  n e tw o rk s  w h ic h  h a v e  

b e en  se t up  w o r ld w id e  am o n g st l ib r a r ia n s  w o rk in g  in th e  

a re a  o f p o la r  a n d  c o ld  re g io n s  re s e a rc h .

In O c t o b e r , w e  v is ite d  A N M  lib r a r y  to v ie w  th e ir  n e w  

l ib ra ry  so ftw a re , H o r iz o n . L ib ra ry  v is it s  a re  v e ry  p o p u la r  a c 

t iv it ie s , p a r t ic u la r ly  as s p e c ia l l ib ra r ia n s  do  not o fte n  h a v e  

o p p o rtu n it ie s  to  see  o th e r l ib ra r ie s . ■
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