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W hy id i t  th a t our 
profeddion Li able 
to m ake ouch a 
vatic) contribution  
to the wayo in 
which in form ation  
Li m anaged today ? 
. . .  becaude our 
preceptd are booed 
on a long tradition  
o f  cataloguing and  
claooification 
principled...

Is there a
pi ace for tradition?

Our Association  marks its 60th birth
day this year and w hat a w onderfu l 
opportun ity  for us to ce leb ra te : to 

rem em ber our past as w ell as look forward to 
our future.

H av in g  a past is som ething w h ic h  has 
been haunting  me of late. A nd  not for the 
reasons you might be thinking! M y  tim e as 
cha ir of the Association 's By  Law s and Regu
lations Com m ittee rem inded me of a num ber 
of traditions w h ich  befell us in the w a y  our 
Association is structured and one exam ple of 
this is our Royal Charter. W e  m ay need to 
break w ith  this tradition if Australia moves to 
becom e a republic.

A lso, as m any of you know , the Asia Pa 
c if ic  Sp ec ia l, H ealth  and Law  librarians w ill 
be hold ing their conference in Perth later this 
yea r and one issue w h ich  is dogged in its 
persistence is 'to hold or not to ho ld '?  W h y  
should w e, in the name of tradition, hold the 
Lesle Sym e M em oria l Lecture this tim e?

I must declare more than a passing inter
est in this top ic  for, despite m y ro le as to 
day 's  inform ation studies acad em ic , special 
libraries, or more im portantly one-person li
braries, w ere  m y training ground in the infor
mation game. O n e  might argue that in a spe
c ia l lib rary there is no p lace  for tradition as 
tim e m oves w ith  such rap id ity  that there is 
sca rce ly  tim e to breathe, let a lone con tem 
plate the past. O r  contem plate one's navel as 
one of m y w ork  colleagues used to so suc
c in c t ly  put it. But there is.

W h y  is it that our profession is ab le  to 
m ake such a reasonable and va lid  con tribu 
tion to the w ays  in w h ich  in fo rm ation  is 
m anaged today? Som e fundam ental reasons 
w h ic h  im m ed ia te ly  com e to m ind are be
cause our precepts are based on a long tra
d ition of catalogu ing and c lassification  prin 
cip les w h ich  have stood the test of tim e. And 
because m any of the social p rincip les w h ich  
w e  hold so near and dear are also based on 
social justice ideals w h ich  predate both you 
and me.

Is it not because of tradition and the tests 
of tim e that w e  hold such p rin c ip le s  so 
dearly ? And  they haunt us. M a n y  of us cata 
logue, a lb e it sparing ly, our reprin t c o l le c 
tions, w e  classify our personal co llections at 
hom e, w e  file  the contents o f ou r pantry 
shelves or our C D  co llec tion  less than ran

dom ly. W e  argue in public  forums, as I have 
done, for social justice  in the treatm ent of, 
and provision  of facilities to, all m em bers of 
our com m unity.

So  w h en  I b row se A L IA S  and read of 
how  our Assoc ia tion  started and abou t the 
names and faces of these times, I feel a sense 
of belonging or to quote a w e ll know  W e s t
ern A ustra lian  author, G eo rg e  Seddon , 'a  
sense of p lace '. This is w h y  I be lieve  that tra
ditions like the Lesle Sym e M em oria l Lecture 
belong at our Specia ls Conferences. This lec 
ture ought to give those attending the oppor
tun ity to be cha lleng ed  by an erud ite  and 
perhaps even controversia l presentation on 
an issue of import to the special lib rary com 
m unity. In so do ing  the nam e of that w o n 
derful special librarian Lesle Sym e, on behalf 
of all the ve ry  specia l specia l lib rarians, is 
preserved.

O u r A ssociation  continues its traditions 
in the presentation of Fellow ships, Redm ond 
Barry  A w ard s, H C L  A nderson  A w a rd s  and 
the o ccas io n a l E llin o r A rch e r A w a rd . 
B ranches and sections h ave  the ir w ays  of 
ce leb ra ting  and rem em bering  trad ition . 
W h y ?  To honour those of our m em bership or 
those c lose ly  associated w ith  us for their fine 
efforts and to continue the traditions w e  hold 
so dearly  and em ulate qu ite c le ve r ly  in the 
nam es of those w e  rem em ber through our 
awards.

W e  are not a lone  in such ce leb ra tions. 
O u r A m erican  co lleag u es, in m y lim ited , 
though real, experiences of A m erican  librar- 
ianship, en jo y  their traditions too. In a visit 
to Co lo rado  a few  more years ago than I care 
to rem em ber, I w as lucky to be taken under 
the w ings of the, then, graduate school of li- 
brarianship at D enver U n ivers ity  and invited 
to their w o n d erfu lly  friend ly and traditional 
A lum ni evenings —  com plete w ith  sparkling 
punch  b o w l (and punch ) and o ther loca l 
delicacies . I am also aw are  of the long list of 
traditional awards and recognitions our asso
c iate bodies the A LA  and SLA  bestow  on re
spected colleagues, to show  they appreciate, 
rem em ber and care.

I hope you en joy this ann iversary issue of 
in C i te  and its rem iniscences, and rem em ber 
that just as you are p av ing  the w a y  in the 
b rave  n ew  w o rld  in w h ich  ou r profession  
belongs, so too did others before you. ■
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