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• 12/5-8/12 Qld Library Technician 
section meetings. State Library of 
Qld, Metway Theatrette, 5.30pm (un
less advised otherwise). (12/5; 16/5; 
14/7; 11/8; 8/9; 13/10; 10/11; 8/12). 
Contact: Ailsa O'Donnell, ph (07) 3259 
3025, fax (07) 3259 3084.

13-14/5 ABN Supersearch Training
QUT Library. Contact: Barb Ewers, ph 
(07) 3864 5183, fax (07) 3864 1823, 
b.ewers@qut.edu.au. Further courses 
on demand, register interest with Barb 
Ewers.

15/5 ABN Basic Inquiry Training
QUT Library. Contact: Barb Ewers, ph
(07) 3864 5183, fax (07) 3864 1823, 
b.ewers@qut.edu.au. Further courses 
on demand, register interest with Barb 
Ewers.

• 19/5 Qid Branch Council meeting
QUT Library, Kelvin Grove Campus, 
Room D301. 5.30 for 6pm. Contact: 
Robyn Gattera, Secretary, ph (07) 3403 
5938, fax (07) 3366 7903.

24-26/6 Insearch/Knight-Ridder In
formation seminars. Market Intelli
gence (24/6), Introductory DIALOG 
(25/6), DataStar/ProBase (26/6 am). 
Brisbane contact: (02) 9212 2867, 
krinfo.aus@uts.edu.au.

26-28/5 ILANET Courses — Introduc
tory Course (26/5), Searching Austral
ian Databases (27/5), ILANET Seminar 
(27/5 —  Free), I LAM AIL 5.2 Seminar 
(28/5). Course outlines and bookings 
phone 1800 801 659.
ilanet@ilanet.slnsw.gov.au.

S A
5-7/5 ILANET Courses —  Introducto
ry Course (5/5), Searching Australian 
Databases (6/5), ILANET Seminar (6/5
—  Free), Searching International Data
bases (7/5), ILAMAIL Seminar (7/5 —  
Free). Course outlines and bookings 
phone 1800 801 659.
ilanet@ilanet.slnsw.gov.au

• 3/7-4/12 SA Health Libraries sec
tion general meetings dates (3/7; 
9/9; 5/11 —  Conference report; 4/12
—  AGM). Meetings are held at SAHC 
at 1 pm. To add items to the agenda or 
for apologies contact: Juliet Marconi, 
secretary, ph (08) 8226 8157, or Anne 
Fricker, president, ph (08) 8222 .3224.

17-18/7 Winning Package work
shops, conducted by Meg Paul of FLIS. 
Ira Raymond Room, Barr Smith Library, 
Uni of Adelaide. 9.30-5pm. $200 AC- 
LIS members, $250 ALIA members, 
$300 non-members. For further infor
mation contact: P Hawke, Executive 
committee secretary, AC LIS (SA), ph
(08) 8308 4064, fax (08) 8303 4369, 
phawke@library.adelaide.edu.au
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B r id g in g  th e  ga p  b e tw e e n  
sc h o la rly  and g en era l p u b lish in g
Ray Choate, University of Adelaide Library

W orking at a university  amongst a 
com m u n ity  of scho lars  it soon 
becom es apparent that there is a 

con s id e rab le  am ount o f research  m aterial 
w h ich  does not read ily  find a m eans of pub
lica tion  in book form. A cad em ic , scho larly  
publish ing of m onographs in this country is 
not a part of the inform ation exp losion , ex
cept perhaps some textbooks or general texts 
w ith  broad appea l. D u e  large ly  to the re
duced  purchasing pow er of university librar
ies, print runs of m any acad em ic  books are 
becom ing  sm aller and sm aller, w ith  a com 
mensurate increase in cop y  price. E lectronic 
pub lish ing  is by its nature m ore suited to 
journal and short articles rather than to pub
lica tio n  of m onographs. C o m m erc ia l pub 
lishers are not interested in publishing books 
w h ich  do not have the prospect o f being fi
n an c ia lly  v iab le  or profitable. And , yet, the 
inform ation and scholarship  being produced 
is o f considerab le  interest and va lue .

W ith  this in m ind, the U n ive rs ity  of A d 
e la id e  Library decided  in 1996 to establish 
the Barr Smith Press w h ich  w ou ld  undertake 
to publish scholarly works deem ed to be im 
portant, but w h ich  w o u ld  not be like ly  to at
tract a com m ercial publisher because of their 
lim ited market potential. It w as also decided 
that the books should  be o f high standard, 
su itab ly  printed and bound , but not 
a rtifica lly  lim ited editions aim ed prim arily at 
the co llecto rs of books. At the sam e time, it 
w as considered  im portan t that the subject 
matter should, w hen  possible, appeal to the 
general pub lic  as w e ll as scholars. This was 
a p ractica l dec is ion  to enco u rag e  sales in 
order to cove r the costs of pub lica tion  and 
distribution, and also a deliberate attempt to 
b ridge the gap betw een  the a cad em ic  and 
the general com m unity.

In considering the nam e of the press w e  
w e re  con cern ed  to h onou r the Barr Sm ith 
fam ily , w h o  w e re  ea rly  benefactors of the 
U n ive rs ity  o f A d e la id e ; the ir gifts not on ly  
helped to establish the co llec tio ns  of the li
brary but also funded the construction of the 
Barr Sm ith Library itself, a m agn ificen t neo 
c lass ica l bu ild ing  w h ich  n o w  serves as the 
main reading room of the un iversity  library. 
It w as thus fitting to nam e the press after the 
orig inal library and the fam ily  w h o  gifted it; 
it is d oub ly  so w hen  one learns that Robert 
and Joanna Barr Smith w ere  themselves great 
readers and that grandch ildren  like Christine 
(M acgregor) w ere  sign ificant co llectors.

W h e n  w e  w e re  offered the m anuscrip t 
on the life and letters of Robert and Joanna 
Barr Sm ith, it w as  ap prop ria te  that this

should  be ou r first m ajor m onograph . The 
letters w e re  edited  by Fayette  G osse , a 
g raduate of this u n ive rs ity  w h o  m arried  a 
great-grandson of Robert and Jo an na . M rs 
G osse spent long hours in the M o rtlo ck  L i
brary of the State Lib rary of South A ustra lia  
cop y ing  the letters deposited there. She also 
had access to papers and letters w h ich  are 
still in the private possession of m em bers of 
the fam ily . H er book interprets the letters in 
the context o f the local com m un ity , and the 
result is a fine pub lica tion  of fam ily  history 
com bined  w ith  a social history of South A us
tra lia  and A d e la id e  of the late n ineteen th  
century. [J o a n n a  a n d  R o b e r t;  th e  B a r r  S m ith s '  
l i f e  in  le t te rs ,  1 8 5 3 - 1 9 1 9 .  Fayette G osse . 
A d e la id e , Barr Sm ith Press, 1996.]

The second publication  of the Barr Sm ith 
Press is a reprint of an ea rly  book of poetry 
by F ide lia  H ill; published in 1840 it w as the 
first book of poetry by a w om an  published in 
Australia  and also the first book of poetry by 
a South Australian . The reprint has an intro 
duction  by D r Ph ilip  Butterss of the English 
D epartm en t at the U n iv e rs ity  o f A d e la id e , 
and m akes a va ila b le  again  this n o w  ex 
trem ely scarce m onograph. [P o e m s  a n d  r e c 
o l le c t io n s  o f  th e  p a s t. F ide lia  H ill. [Facs im ile  
ed ition  ed ited  and w ith  in troduction  by 
Ph ilip  Butterss.] A dela ide , Barr Sm ith Press,
1996.]

In looking to the future, w h ile  being both 
intrigued and stim ulated by the possib ilities 
of e lectron ic  publishing, the Barr Sm ith Press 
is like ly to continue w ith  the m ore traditional 
pub lish ing  form at (print-on-paper). A t the 
sam e tim e w e  w ill keep ou r op tions open  
co n ce rn in g  any  opportun ities  w h ic h  arise 
that are appropriate for e lectron ic  publishing 
e ither as a C D - R O M  or on the Internet. W e  
must also com e to terms w ith  the co m p lic a 
tions of being a small publisher in a rem ote 
area, the consequent difficulties of marketing 
and d istribution, and the com petition  to o b 
tain grants, subsidies and review s.

Starting a p riva te  press at this tim e —  
w h en  the pu rchasing  p o w er of lib ra ries  is 
being progressively eroded, w hen  other u n i
versity presses are closing or narrow ing  their 
fie ld  o f operations, and w h en  the thrust o f 
governm ent and institutional fund ing  is to 
w ards an 'in form ation  techno logy ' v is ion  of 
socie ty  —  might be seen as a qu ixotic  v e n 
ture. H ow eve r, w e  believe that small presses 
such as ours can m ake a useful contribu tion  
to scho larly  com m un ication , and so long as 
w e  can cover our costs, w e  p lan to con tinue  
to publish one or tw o new  books each  year.pi
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