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Support for  
a single, peak b o d y
Conclusions of the Strategic review o f lib ra ry  co-ordination and representation report

T he overw helm ing  support from 
within the library and information 
services sector is for a single peak 

body. G iven  the enorm ous am ount of 
goodw ill expressed across Australia for 
such a body, this goal should be pursued 
as quick ly as possible.

...In these circumstances, it is recom
mended that A L IA  and A C LIS  should im
mediately com m ence discussions for the 
purpose of merging the two organisations 
at the earliest possible time.

W h ile  a merger of the two bodies w ill 
be a first step in enhancing library repre
sentation, it needs to be accom panied by 
important adm inistrative changes to ac
com m odate the broader needs of the li
brary com m unity in relation to profes
sional and institutional interests. For 
example, a single peak library organisa
tion w ill need to address the outcomes 
expected by members as advised by rep
resentatives of the sector at the Sydney

workshop and as outlined in section 4.3 
of this report.

The detail of internal changes re
quired to be made by A LIA  to take on the 
role of a single peak body are largely be
yond the terms of reference of this review 
but should include the need for institu
tional members to have voting rights, and 
attention to po licy  issues such as cop y 
right. Like all peak bodies they are estab
lished to represent the interests of mem 
bers and for governance and 
accoun tab ility  reasons there is also a 
need to evaluate the performance of such 
a body.

H ow ever, w e v iew  w ith some con 
cern the proposal that a single peak li
brary body establish a separate council to 
represent institutional interests. W e  cau 
tion against such a move on the basis that 
it runs the serious risk of maintaining the 
som ewhat artificial distinction between

professional and institutional interests 
presently applying between A C LIS  and 
ALIA . Experience with peak industry bod
ies in their attempts to establish separate 
councils in circum stances w here there 
are sim ilar agendas have not been suc
cessful.

The establishment of a single peak 
body representing the industry and the 
profession w ill not only address the short
com ings of existing representation, but 
w ill well equip such a body to represent 
the interests of the library industry and 
profession into the next century. Further, 
the establishment of a coalition of library 
interests w ill provide an important new 
structure to better co-ordinate library rep
resentation in Australia.

Following implementation of changes 
arising out of this report, it is recom 
mended that a review  to assess their ef
fectiveness be implemented three years 
after their com mencem ent. ■

BLACKWELL’S
WE ARE MOVING

From the end of June 
Blackwell Pacific will he located at:
3 Narabang Way, BELROSE, 2085

our postal address will be: 
Locked Bag 538, Frenchs Forest, 2086

Our new phone and fax numbers 
will be:

Phone: 02 9986 7080 
Fax: 02 9986 7090 

Tollfree: 1800 251 699

The Athena Generation of 
Windows and Internet 

Library Management is 
available for you!

This Advanced,
Affordable

8t Proven system 
is a delight to use. Just ask an

Athena Generation Librarian.

Please call Skaha Pty Ltd 
Tel 02 9262 6663

ACN 071 518 422

Fax 02 9221 7570 
Skaha@s054.aone.net.au

In Victoria Northern Micros Pty Ltd 
ACN 007158134 Tel 03 9888 9100 Fax 03 9888 9020
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