
Rendezvous at the Woolstores
Litsa Ellis, Geelong Regional Group

M em bers and friends of the 
A L IA  G e e lo n g  Reg iona l 
G ro u p  and V icto rian  A L IA  L i

brary T e ch n ic ian s  Section  gathered at 
D eak in  U n iv e rs ity 's  n ew  W o o ls to re s  
cam pus in G ee lo n g  on Friday 28 Feb 
ruary. The even in g  com m enced  w ith  
refreshments in the W oo lsto res cam pus 
lib rary  from  w h e re  there are m agn ifi
cen t v ie w s  of C o rio  B ay . The lib rary  
supports the School of Arch itecture and 
Bu ild in g  w h ich  is located  at the cam 
pus. A lso  in the lib rary is the U n ive rs i
ty 's  spec ia l co lle c t io n  of rare and 
antiquarian  books and a research c o l
lection of a lm ost 4000 titles ca lled  the 
W estern  V ic to rian  C o llec tio n . The c o l
lection also makes access ib le  inform a
tion re lated  to gen ea log y , a llo w in g  
G ee lo n g  residents a n ew  avenue to re
search fam ily  histories.

The lib ra ry  se rv ices  co-ord inator, 
Peter M a ca u le y , sh o w ed  the group 
around the lib rary w h ils t relating som e 
interesting h is to rica l facts about the 
W oo lsto res and h ow  it cam e to be part 
of D eak in  U n ive rs ity . T h e  first o f the 
D a lgety  W o o ls to re s  w e re  bu ilt by

Frederick G unnerm an Dalgety in 1891. 
The num ber of buildings on the site in 
creased  as the dem and  for w o o l in 
creased. G ee lo n g  earned a reputation 
as A us tra lia 's  w o o l exporting cap ita l 
until a change in the w ool industry dur
ing the latter half o f this century meant 
that the traditional woolstores w ere  no 
longer needed.

In 1992, w ith  a v ie w  to bring ing 
D eak in  U n iv e rs ity  into the centre of 
G ee lo n g , successfu l negotiations b e 
tw een  the un ivers ity , the Federal and 
V icto rian  G overnm ents and the form er 
G ee long  Regional Com m ission resulted 
in the U n ivers ity  acqu iring  the Dalgety 
W o o ls to re s  site. A  loca l a rch itectu ra l 
firm w on  a design com petition  in early  
1993 and w e re  engaged to design the 
transform ation  of the d ere lic t 
W o o ls to re s  to a m odern  un ive rs ity  
cam pus.

The architects m anaged to create a 
new  cam pus w hilst respecting the links 
w ith  the past —  m uch  of the d em o l
ished tim bers in c lu d ing  red gum, 
jarrah, and ironbark have been reused 
as stair treads, hand ra ils , fittings and

furn iture . W a lk in g  around  the lib rary  
one notices the o rig ina l supporting 
posts and w o o d en  w o o l drops.

Sue M cKn ight, the university lib rar
ian, took the group on a short tour of 
the te ch n ica l se rv ices d iv is io n  of 
D eak in  U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra ry  w h ic h  has 
been centralised  at the W oo lsto res.

Litsa Ellis, serials technician, then led 
the group to the show p iece of the city 
campus, the magnificent 1500-seat Great 
Hall. The Great Hall is used for U n iver
sity cerem onial occasions, cultural per
formances and community functions. The 
H all was built at a cost of 4.5 m illion 
dollars and gives Geelong a concert and 
theatre hall of international standards 
w ith the capacity to accom m odate a fuli 
sym phony orchestra. O n ce  again the 
original timbers have been used thus pre
serving the historical value of the build 
ing.

The even ing conc luded  w ith  a stroll 
d o w n  C unn ingham  Pier and a m eal at 
Sm orgy 's . A ll agreed it w as  a rendez 
vous w orth  keeping. ■
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