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Russ Elwin,
Wimmera Regional Library

T he W im m era  Regional L ib rary  C o rp o 
ration recently  rece ived  a prestigious 
Loca l G overnm en t and the Arts Lead 

ersh ip  A w ard , for 'Leadersh ip  by a Regional 
L ib rary  in exem plary co-operation and net
w o rk ing '.

The aw ard  w as presented to C h ie f C o m 
m issioner Bruce Cross and Russ E lw in , ch ief 
ex e cu tive  o fficer/regional lib rarian  by Lor
raine Elliott M LA , Parliam entary Secretary to 
the Prem ier, at the V icto rian  Loca l G o ve rn 
m ent C onfe rence on 20 February 1997.

T h e  aw ard  is in recogn ition  for the co 
o rd inating  role p layed by the W im m e ra  Re
g ional L ib rary Corporation in the facilitation  
of a jo int materials tender betw een itself and 
five  o ther lib rary services (G len e lg  Regional 
L ib rary  Corporation ; Sw an  H ill Reg ional L i
b ra ry ; M ild u ra  Rural C ity  L ib rary ; 
G an n aw a rrra  Pub lic  Library; C arnpaspe Re
g ional Library) provid ing lib rary services to 
215 000 people in an area of 92 418 sq kms.

(l-r) Russ E lw in, c h ie f executive  o f f ic e r /re g io n a l 
lib ra ria n ; C h ie f C om m iss ion er Bruce Cross 

fro m  W est W im m e ra  Shire  C ounc il; a n d  
m em bers  o f  th e  H orsham  R ura l C ity  C ou nc il 
w h o  w o n  a s im ila r a w a rd  fo r  th e ir  R eg iona l 

A r t  G a lle ry  a f te r  th e  a w a rds  ce rem on y

The process began in 1995 w ith  a m eet
ing of com m issioners and lib rary  m anagers 
w h ich  discussed possible interaction and co 
operation  in the p rov is ion  of se rv ices. A 
num ber or areas of co-operation  w e re  d is 
cussed inc lud ing  com m on lib rary cards, in 
tegrated m ob ile  lib rary services, jo in t m ate
rial pu rchases and integrated  lib ra ry  
com puters.

A lthough the W im m era  Regional L ib rary 
C orporation  had real p leasure in accep ting  
the aw ard , it w as on ly  as a representative of 
the netw ork as the concep t cou ld  not have 
w orked  w ithou t the full co-operation  of all 
parties. It w as un ique to V ic to rian  pub lic  li
braries and has been w atched  w ith  keen in 
terest by libraries from other sectors.

The aw a rd  is of an unusual design, is 
ova l in shape, set in cast a lum in ium , w ith  a 
sunken cobalt-blue glass feature. s

C e le b r a tin g  a  lea rn in g s o c ie ty
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brary, 13/10 —  Glenroy Library). 
RSVP: Sheena Daniel, ph (03) 9817 
4566.

• 2/6-8/12 ALIA  Vic Special Li
braries section com m ittee 
meetings. Venue to be advised, 
5.30pm. (2/6; 14/7; 11/8; 8/9; 13/ 
10; 10/11; 8/12). For further infor
mation contact: Anne Sedgley, ph 
(03) 9616 8011

11-12/6 Insearch/Knight-Ridder 
In form ation Sem inars M arket 
Intelligence (11/6 pm), Introducto
ry D IALOG (12/6). Melbourne con
tact: (02) 9212 2867, krinfo.aus@ 
uts.edu.au

• 19/6 VIC UCRLS AGM  Guest 
speaker: Sandra Pyke, on her study 
tour o f North American academic 
libraries. Uni of Melbourne, Baillieu 
Library, Reader Education Room, 
ground floor. 5.30 for 6pm. Agen
da items and RSVP: Susan Bray, ph 
(03) 9344 8322, bray@lib.unimelb. 
edu.au

•20/6 Geelong Regional group
Winter warmer cocktail party —  all 
welcome. Deakin Uni, W oolstores 
Cam pus, 1 Gheringhap Street, 
Geelong. 5.30pm, $5 members, 
$7 non-members. Contact: Peter 
Macauley, ph (03) 5227 8246, fax 
(03) 5227 8000, petem @ deakin. 
edu.au

25/6 V ictorian  Association for 
Library A u tom ation  m eeting
Metadata: what is it? Why use it? 
Speaker: A nd rew  W augh . Uni of 
Melbourne, Baillieu Library, Reader 
Education Room, Ground Floor 
5.30 for 6pm. Contact: Alyson Ko- 
sina, ph (03) 9725 2725, fax (03) 
9723 6097.

28/6 Schools Section (Vic group). 
Do teacher librarians still buy 
books? School library collections in 
the electronic age. Speakers ken 
Dillon, Kerry Tanner, Sue HEaly, 
Barbara Bugg and Anne Chowne. 
Venue: Treacy Centre, Parkville. 
9.30am - 3.30pm, $50 members, 
$60 non-members, $40 student/ 
unem ployed. Contact: Sandra
Ryan, ph 03 9885 4501, fax 03 
9885 1978.

7/7 Australian Society of Index
ers. Abstracting and indexing for 
databases —; workshop. A IE R  
Conference Room, 19 Prospect Flill 
Road, Cam berwell. 9-4 ,30pm. 
Cost: $95 ASI members, $105 
non-members. Contact: Max Mc- 
M aster, ph/fax (03) 9571 6341, 
m indexer@interconnect.com.au 

7/7 FLIS Training Pty  Ltd 
Change management. Monash Uni 
Conference Centre, 30 Collins

contin ued  n e x t page ...

Adult Learners Week 1997

Desp ite  m any thou 
sands of Austra lians 
p rov id ing  learn ing 

services, and over three m il
lion  p eop le  undertaking an 
adu lt learn ing course every 
year, adu lt learn ing  is still 
taken for granted accord ing 
to Jonathan  M illa r , national 
co-ord inator of Adult Learn
ers W e e k .

A d u lt  Learners W e e k  
ce leb rates both the trem en
dous ach ievem ents of adult 
lea rn ing  p roviders in their 
efforts to help adult Austral
ians gain access to the skills 
and  kn o w led g e  they need, 
and  the exce llen t w o rk  of 
adu lt learners them selves 
w hose  increased know ledge 
and  skills benefit them 

selves, their com m un ity  and 
ve ry  often the soc ie ty  as a 
w h o le . These skills are re 
qu ired  not s im p ly  to get a 
job, but also to help people 
learn , am ong o ther things, 
basic literacy skills, to co m 
m u n ica te  e ffec tive ly , to be 
c rea t ive , and to deal w ith  
d ifficu lt personal situations. 
Bu t despite learn ing  being 
integral to alm ost every  as
pect o f our lives w e  take it 
for granted. W e  forget to c e l
ebrate the benefits it brings 
us and our com munities. It is 
for this reason w e  have 
A du lt Learners W e ek .

Adult Learners W e e k  is a 
tim e to rem em ber that the 
p rov is ion  of learn ing  se rv 
ices com b ined  w ith  a desire

by the co m m u n ity  to learn 
are central to the creation  of 
a to leran t, in te lligent, 
hea lth y  and e c o n o m ic a lly  
v ia b le  co m m u n ity  and that 
under-resourcing  of these 
se rv ices w ill have  a d e tri
m ental effect on co m m u n i
ties throughout Austra lia .

For inform ation  on how  
to get in vo lved  in A d u lt 
Learners W e e k  and deta ils  
o f p lanned  even ts con tact 
Jo na than  M illa r  on 
(0 6 )2 5 1  7933, fax
(06) 251 7935, or e-m ail 
a aace@ n etin fo .co m .au . You 
can  also  vis it the A d u lt 
Learners W e e k  hom e page 
at http://sunsite.anu.edu.au/ 
c o m  m u n i t y / a a a c e / a  I w /  
a lw .h tm . ■
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