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Go and read a journal!

This hasn't much to do directly with the 
Internet and you can't read it on the Net, 
but one of the most stirring presentations 

around was Rebecca Lenzini's keynote address 
at the O n lin e  conference in January. I couldn't 
attend that session but I heard the applause and 
the comments of the people streaming out. Fi­
nally, thanks to M arie M urphy from the A L IA  
national office, John Levett the distinguished 
editor, and Rebecca herself, it's made it into 
print. The February issue of A u s tra lia n  L ib ra ry  
J o u rn a l contains her address 'Surviving victory' 
and it should be read by anyone w ho  cares 
about libraries and librarians. ALJ has a new  
look, and some extremely good content in this 
issue. W e ll done, the team!

S o m eth in g  n ew
The Australian A cadem y of Sc ience has 
launched its 'N ova : Science in the news' serv­
ice, and on line exploration of the scientific 
current affairs. It is pitched at secondary school 
teachers, and provides accurate and up-to-date 
information for use in their teaching. Students 
doing assignments (and parents who occasion­
ally have to help them) w ill find it a useful re­
source. Som e of the topics covered so far 
include gene technology and plants, biological 
control of Rabbit Calicivirus Disease, and the 
M ad Cow  Disease. It's at http://www.science. 
org.au/nova/index.htm.

D e sc rib in g  y o u r  site?
There's some discussion going on about 
A ltaV ista 's practice of indexing on ly the first 
few layers of a w eb  site. This has interesting 
im plications. O bv iously , site-level metadata 
may help to bring to users' attention the extent 
of the content of a site, but w e might even start 
to see some tables of contents right up there on 
the top page, which may be useful but not nec­
essarily pretty. So w hy not a link from the top 
page d irectly to a table of contents?

N e w  lo o k  L yco s
In case you haven't looked recently (and it is 
easy to get into a habit of on ly  using one or 
two search engines), Lycos (http://www. 
lycos.com) has been revamped. In addition to 
the sim ple search facilities, it now  has a top 
level index incorporating News, Travel, Enter­
tainment, and Governm ent. U n like  Yahoo 
though, it doesn't continue the index any fur­
ther, but has links to a number of featured sites 
as well as 'headlines' wh ich  feature a summary 
of a story and then a hotlink to the site (such as 
NewsBytes, W ired  or PC W orld ) w hich has the 
full text of the story. It's an interesting ploy, as 
they're trying to differentiate themselves from 
the other search engines w h ich  often have 
more powerful searches. I'm not sure if I'll use 
it that much as I find AltaVista produces pretty 
good results in pure searching, but Lycos is 
bound to attract some of the market back to it.
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T hesauru s list
There's a new e lectronic forum for the ex­
change of information about the creation, 
maintenance and use of thesauri and classifica­
tion systems w ith in  Com m onw ealth  govern ­
ment agencies. To subscribe to the list, send an 
e-mail message to m ajordom o@ dpie.gov.au  
w ith subscribe thesaurus in the body of the 
message. For further enquiries, contact the list 
owner at Maryanne.Rosenberg@mailhost.dpie. 
gov.au.

F lash P ix
If you 're  interested in images on the W eb , 
check out Kodak's FlashPix digital image for­
mat, w h ich  stores information about various 
sizes and resolutions, as well as header infor­
mation all in the image file. Full details are at 
h ttp ://w w w .ko d ak .co m /d a iF^ m e/fla sh P ix /  
flashPixFHome.shtml.

T he W a llis  R ep ort
The report of the W a llis  Inquiry into the Aus­
tralian financial system w as released by the 
Federal Treasurer on 9 April. From that day, the 
report has been ava ilab le  for dow n load , as 
well as a range of supporting documentation, 
such as submissions, transcripts of public con ­
sultations and discussion papers. Y o u 'll find 
them all at http://www.treasury.gov.au/fsi/ 
index.html.

W e  re all still learning
You need to be careful with using the various 
tools on the Internet. There was a case recently 
where a conference was being organised, and 
the people responsible had the good idea of 
creating a m ailing list for all the potential 
attendees, so that bulletins could be sent out 
and changes of speakers could be notified, and 
so on. The problem was that many people on 
the list didn't realise that it was a list, and their 
replied to the organiser (or the address that 
they thought w as the organiser's) bounced 
around to the list and then there were the com ­
plaints to the list about all these strange mes­
sages, and one person had changed her 
address so 'undeliverab le  m ail' messages 
started proliferating.

I suppose the lesson is that for dissem ina­
tion of information to a group of people where 
there isn't an expectation of much interaction, 
standard listserv software isn't what you want. 
And if you are using listserv software, make 
sure that when people are joined up to the list, 
they get the usual 'w e lcom e' message with the 
all-important information about how  to 
unsubscribe.

M eta d a ta  search engine
The Resource D iscovery U n it at D ST C  in 
Q ueensland —  one of Austra lia 's prem ier 
sources of Internet research —  has announced 
its metadata index and search service. The 
Metadata Search Engine (M D SE) both indexes
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M ET A  tags in H TM L documents and provides 
an attribute-based search interface to the in­
dexed sites. It currently supports the metadata 
elem ent sets from the Dublin Core, AltaVista/ 
Lycos, and ERIN , but they are also interested in 
other metadata element sets that could be sup­
ported by the M D SE . They are asking for sites 
that use significant M ETA  tag pages to submit 
their URLs to the M D SE  to enable the index to 
grow and cover a w ide range of sites. See it at 
http://purl.org/dstc/mdse.

Queensland Hansard
The Hansard from the Queensland Parliament 
is now availab le on the Internet with fully in­
dexed search capab ilities at http://www. 
pariiam ent.q ld .gov.au:81/hansard.htm . The 
unrevised proof of parliam entary debates is 
ava ilab le w ithin two hours of the rising of the 
Legislative Assem bly. Further developm ents 
w ill include a browsing capability, but at the 
m om ent you need to use the ISYS index 
search, w h ich  is quite powerful. You can v iew  
in either a text or W ord  Perfect format.

CIUUA
The A V C C  and the NLA  have agreed in princi­
ple to undertake a joint procurement process 
for systems to provide local request m anage­
ment capabilities, as described in the feasibil­
ity study for the Coordinated InterLibrary Loan 
Administration Project (C ILLA ). They say this 
w ill optim ise the advantages of integrating the 
three major interlending and docum ent de liv ­
ery initiatives currently being developed for the 
Australian library community: the National ILL 
U tility  service, as part of the Networked Serv­
ices Project (NSP), local interlending and docu­
ment d e livery  request m anagement software 
(the C ILLA  Project), and the electronic docu ­
ment transmission software (The jED D S  
Project). There's more on C ILLA  at http://www. 
gu.edu.au/alib/iii/docdel/cilla/. The joint 
A VCC/N LA  RFT was released on 19 M ay, with 
responses from Tenderers due by 23 June.

Australia’s future online
The Australian Coalition of Service Industries 
commissioned a report 'Australia.com: Austral­
ia's future on line ' by the M cK insey com pany. 
The fact that its genesis was outside the IT and 
telecom m unications sector may mean that is 
likely to get more attention than otherwise —  
an indictment on the w ay that the sector has 
treated its clients for many years.

It's available in hard copy only, and can be 
obtained from A C SI for $60. Details are at
http://www.acsi.asn.au/publicat/australi.htm.

Inquiry into
the Queensland C . 1C
John M yrtle  at the Institute of C rim ino logy 
alerted me to the W e b  pages of the Connolly- 
Ryan Inquiry being conducted by the Q ueens­
land Governm ent into the Effectiveness of the

Crim inal Justice Com m ission. Information 
about the Inquiry, including terms of reference, 
news, profiles of the Commissioners, and pub­
lic transcripts can be found at http://www. 
coicjc.q ld .gov.au .

US digitisation news
The Library of Congress and Am eritech have 
announced the w inners of their latest awards 
for grants to digitise h isto rica lly  significant 
American collections and make them available 
for the first time via the Internet. W inners come 
from universities, public libraries and historical 
societies, and the projects range from African- 
Am erican sheet music through photographs of 
Am erican  Indians to texts docum enting 19th 
century Southern culture. Information about 
the grants is at http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/ 
award/.

CNI White paper
C N I has produced a draft of its w h ite paper 
'Access to and services for federal information 
in the networked environm ent' and has been 
asking for comments. Unfortunately the dead­
line for comments was 30 April, but the report 
as it stands is worth reading. It focuses on is­
sues related to federal information from the 
perspective of institutions serving users. The 
challenges and opportunities addressed in the 
paper include an examination of what 'co llect­
ing' information means in the networked envi­
ronment; locating federal information; 
preserving federal information; and, providing 
services and infrastructure to support the deliv­
ery of federal information. It's at http://www. 
c n i. o rg/proj ects/fed i nfo/.

Internet Filters
Karen Schneider from Berkeley has reported on 
the Internet Filter Assessment Project. It aims to 
have reviewers select filters (such as Cyber Pa­
trol and Net Nanny), evaluate them and report 
back. She stresses that the evaluation of filters 
w ill not be an endorsement of their use, but it 
w ill provide members of the public w ith an 
indication of what they actually  do and how 
w ell they do it. The project page is at http:// 
w ww.bluehighways.com /tifap .htm .

JURIST in time?
An international resource of Law Professors on 
the W e b  has been established at http://www. 
Iaw.pitt.edu/hibbitts/jurist.htm.

JU R IST  has links to law  professors' home 
pages, course pages, resource pages and online 
articles (both 'pre-prints' and 'post-prints'), 
making it a va luab le  resource for other law  
professors, lawyers, and law  students, as well 
as to the public at large. It also offers listings for 
the W e b  sites of major professional and legal 
associations, directories of law  review and law 
school home pages, pointers to law  listservs, 
and access to a law-dedicated search engine.*

The A L IA  home pages and 

the A L IA  w eb  service, 

ALIAnet, can be found at the 
follow ing URL: 

http://www.aiia.org.au/

S A V E  YOURSELF  
THE TROUBLE O F  

TY P IN G  THESE  
URLS!

This column (w ith associated 

hyperlinks) is on ALIAnet, 

and has the U RL of 

http://www.alia.org.au/ 

incite/w w w w /

[Please note that full-stops at 
the end of any U R L  or e-mail 

addresses, or underlines, 
appearing in in C ite  should 

N O T  be used]

Contributions and 

suggestions for this column 

are always welcom e. Please 
e-mail Kerry W eb b  at

kerry.webb@alianet.alia.org.au 
or via the A L IA  National 

O ffice, incite@alia.org.au
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