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Midland Public Library is located in the Shire of Swan 
Western Australia. It is the main library of a m ulti
branch system consisting of four public libraries. 

You may well ask the question: how is this library unique? 
Its uniqueness lies in its history, its location w ithin the old 
part of M idland, the community it services, the services it 
offers and the library staff.

M idland Library has enjoyed a colourful and rather tur
bulent history since the establishment of the first library of 
800 books in the Mechanic's Institute. A Carnegie Corpora
tion's grant provided for the establishment of the Carnegie 
Library which was opened in May 1912 by the then Premier 
of Western Australia, Mr J Scaddan. The octagonal shaped 
building was attached to the Midland Public Hall. It was a 
subscription library with no affiliation with the Library Board 
scheme of Western Australia.

The Carnegie Library was demolished in 1966, and so 
began the saga for the establishment of a new Midland Pub
lic library. After public meetings, a referendum and negotia
tions with the Shire and the Library Board, the Midland Pub
lic Library was opened in July 1978. The library served the 
community for many years, however, due to a vastly expand
ing population and inadequate library floor space, it was 
necessary to relocate to new premises. On 22 Febru
ary 1997, after nineteen years of service the library closed its 
doors to the public, marking the beginning of a new era.

The new library was opened by the Governor of Western 
Australia Major General Jeffrey. The library is situated be
tween the historic Midland Post Office and Court House with 
a link to the Midland Town Hall. Architecturally, the old and 
the new blend harmoniously w ith in the environment where 
the ambience, character and heritage features of the historic 
precinct have been preserved. This two storey beacon of 
knowledge now forms part of the hub of the old part of M id
land.

The population served by the library is very diverse due 
to the multicultural influences which dominate the area. Our 
valued customers stem from both the rural viticultural areas, 
the neighbouring hills and the urban areas of both the old 
and the new town centres. This diversity promotes a tapes
try of professions, occupations and artistic talents. The rich
ness of this community has significantly contributed to the 
richness of our library resources and collections.

The services offered by the library endeavour to meet the 
needs of this distinctive community which consists of a high 
proportion of seniors. The Midland Library is well known for 
its services to seniors, in particular its alternative housebound 
service. This is a weekly reading program where elderly 
housebound readers are brought to the library for a one-hour 
session involving the reading aloud from a variety of diverse 
materials to form a theme. Prose, poetry and drama are used 
followed by a group discussion. Participation in dramatic 
miniatures has become a particular favourite as the group is 
very enthusiastic about acting. The sessions generally begin 
with a quiz which acts as a mental warm up. At the conclu
sion of each session library materials are exchanged and new 
publications are promoted.

In conjunction with the Association for the Blind, a book 
club is conducted for the sight impaired. This club involves 
the discussion of materials read on audio tapes and the shar

ing of experiences in relation to each participant's individual 
disability. The talking books are provided by the Association 
for the Blind, however the facilitator and service are provided 
by the library.

Language learning is also promoted at M idland where 
special resources for those community members wishing to 
learn Noongar, Italian and Indonesian are readily available 
due to a grant funded by the Lotteries Commission and O f
fice of Multicultural Interests.

Local history is of particular interest to this community. 
To support this demand, a part-time local studies librarian 
has been appointed to manage the collection located in the 
newly established local studies and archives room. Apart 
from resources pertaining to the history of the area, there 
exists a comprehensive photographic collection, maps, fully 
indexed early newspapers on microfiche, and an oral history 
program which resulted in a publication to celebrate the cen
tenary of local government in Midland.

Midland Library can celebrate a unique past and history 
which is associated with its current location. However, its 
true uniqueness has evolved through its community and the 
library staff who serve this community. The cultural diversity, 
artistic talents, creativity, innovative ideas, determination and 
dedication of both community and staff have shaped and 
moulded this library service into the unique service it is to
day. s

Information Studies:
A New Way

to a Masters Qualification
|n the rapidly developing information industry, 
professional advancement depends on your 
moving ahead. Ahead in your knowledge, 
(thinking and professional practice.
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The new Masters of Arts (Information Studies) by 
coursework gives you the opportunity to upgrade 
your qualifications. If you have completed a 
Graduate Diploma at the University or either of its 
predecessors, you can earn your Masters by 
undertaking coursework and a Minor Thesis.

A Minor Thesis can be easily applied to the needs of 
your workplace.

Thesis options can cover a broad field of subjects 
from children's literature to corporate information 
and records management.

The new Masters is purpose designed to be easily 
managed botn financially and considering time 
demands for those currently working in the 
profession.

For further information contact:
Dr Maureen Nimon (Library & Information 
Management options)
Tel: (08) 8.302 4667,
Email: maureen.nimon@unisa.edu.au 
or
Ms Susan Myburgh (Corporate Information & 
Records Management)
Tel: (08) 8302 4421,
Email: sue.myburgh@unisa.edu.au

Educating Professionals, Applying Knowledge, Serving the Community
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