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I f  we a ll  
researched, wrote 
or read our own 
loca l stu dies, 
wouldn t o u r  
local com m u n ity  
life be so m uch  
richer ?. . .

Alison Gregg, president, Local Studies Section

t Darlington Point I have heard an 
Aborigine who was highly edu
cated, explaining in the best of 

English how the Aborigines were plundered 
of their rations, robbed of their lands, and re
duced to the position of slaves...' {Mr S co b ie  

M P  d u r in g  p a r lia m e n ta ry  d e b a te  o n  th e  Abo
rigines Protection Bill 1915, c ite d  in  Bringing 
them home: report of the national inquiry 
into the separation of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander children from their families, 
H u m a n  R igh ts a n d  E qua l O p p o r tu n ity  C o m 

m is s io n , 1 9 9 7 , p 3 9 ).

E ig h ty  ye a rs  la te r, h o w  c o u ld  w e  n o t 

h a ve  k n o w n ?  In th e  w e e k s  th a t fo l lo w e d  th e  

re le a se  o f  th e  Stolen children re p o r t ,  th a t 

q u e s tio n  has been  rep e a te d  in sh o c k e d  tones  

a ll a ro u n d  A u s tra lia .  If th e se  te r r ib le  th in g s  
h a p p e n e d  so o fte n , fo r  so lo n g , o v e r so m u ch  

o f  th e  c o u n tr y ,  h o w  c o u ld  so m a n y  o f  us 

h a v e  re m a in e d  in  ig n o ra n c e  o f  th e m ?  A n d  

w h a t m easures a re  w e  ta k in g  n o w  to  e n su re  

th is  c o lle c t iv e  b l in d -s p o t  is o b lite ra te d  fro m  
o u r  n a tio n a l co n sc io u sne ss?  W h a t is th e  ro le  

o f  th e  lo c a l h is to r ia n  in  p ro m o t in g  c o m m u 

n ity  u n d e rs ta n d in g , s u re ly  th e  f irs t p re re q u i
s ite  fo r  re c o n c il ia t io n ?

If it  is t ru e  th a t w e  n e e d  a c le a r -e y e d  

v ie w  o f th e  past in  o rd e r to  d e v e lo p  in fo rm e d  

ju d g e m e n t, v a lu e s  a n d  a c tio n s  im p in g in g  on  

th e  fu tu re ,  th e n  Bringing them home m a y  

p ro v e  to  be o n e  o f  th e  m o s t in f lu e n tia l b o o ks  

p u b lis h e d  in  A u s tra lia  th is  d e c a d e . T h ro u g h  

its c a re fu l s if t in g  o f  a rc h iv a l re co rd s  a n d  c o l

le c t io n  and  p re s e n ta t io n  o f  o ra l te s t im o n ie s , 

it has ro c k e te d  lo c a l h is to r ie s  in to  c o m m u 

n ity  c o n s c io u s n e s s  across  th e  n a tio n .

B u t w e  a ll s h o u ld  h a ve  k n o w n  m u c h  o f  

it  lo n g  b e fo re  th is . D e ta ile d  e v id e n c e  has 
b e e n  a v a ila b le  fo r  ye a rs  in  p r im a ry  s o u rc e  

m a te r ia l: le tte rs , d ia rie s , p o lic e  reco rd s , c o u rt 

re p o rts , o f f ic ia l c o r re s p o n d e n c e . T h e  re c e n t 

b u rg e o n in g  o f  e y e w itn e s s  o ra ! h is to rie s  a llie d  

to  th e  c u rre n t e m p h a s is  o n  so c ia l h is to ry  has 

s w e lle d  th e  m ass o f  e v id e n c e , b u t  s t i l l  it 

seem s m a n y  o f  us s im p ly  d id  n o t k n o w . In 

P a u lin e  H a n s o n 's  m u lt ic u ltu ra l A u s tra lia , n o t 

a ll o f  us have  g ro w n  u p  w ith  a n y  k n o w le d g e  

o f  b a ttle rs , B a n jo  P a te rson  o r  even  a g lim p s e  

o f  th e  r ic h n e s s  o f  A b o r ig in a l c u ltu re .  Y e t a 

b ro a d , c o m m o n  v is io n  a n d  a b a s ic  le v e l o f  

s h a re d  k n o w le d g e  a n d  u n d e rs ta n d in g  a re  

e sse n tia l to  a n y  sense o f  n a tio n a l c o h e s io n . 

O n  a sm a lle r, m o re  lo c a l sca le , th e y  a re  a lso

v ita l to  th e  w e l l- b e in g  o f  e a ch  c o m m u n ity .  

W e  m a y  n o t ag ree  o n  fu tu re  d ire c t io n s ,  b u t 

a t least w e  s h o u ld  a ll k n o w  s o m e th in g  o f  o u r  

past in  o rd e r to  tease o u t im p lic a t io n s  to  h e lp  

us u n d e rs ta n d  th e  p re se n t, a n d  in fo rm  d e c i

s io n -m a k in g  in  th e  fu tu re .

H a p p ily ,  it  seem s th a t re n e w e d  in te re s t 

a n d  o f f ic ia l su p p o rt fo r  lo c a l s tud ies  a n d  h e r

ita g e  issues m a y  w e ll be u n d e rw a y . In c re a s 

in g ly ,  lo c a l g o v e rn m e n ts  a re  s e tt in g  a s id e  

g ra n ts  fo r  h e r ita g e  p ro je c ts .  H e r ita g e  tra ils  
a n d  in fo rm a t io n  k its  a re  b e in g  p ro v id e d . Lo 

c a l s tu d ie s  —  g e o g ra p h ic a l,  e n v iro n m e n ta l 

a n d  h is to r ic a l —  are  n o w  in c lu d e d  in  sch o o l 

c u r r ic u la  in  e v e ry  s ta te , a n d  lo c a l s tu d ie s  

p u b lic a t io n s  a re  b o o m in g .

T w o  re ce n t e x a m p le s  fro m  W e s te rn  A u s 

tra lia  il lu s tra te  th e  s tren g th  o f  the  lo c a l s tu d 

ies p u b lis h in g  tre n d . E arly  th is  ye a r, P ro fes 

so r G e o ffre y  B o lto n  p ro d u c e d  h is  

lo n g -a w a ite d  Daphne Street (F re m a n tle  A rts  
C e n tre  Press), a c h a rm in g , a ffe c tio n a te , and  

a c a d e m ic a l ly  r ig o ro u s  s tu d y  o f  th e  N o r th  
P erth  s tree t in  w h ic h  th e  B o lto n  fa m ily  liv e d . 

A t  th e  to p  e n d  o f  th e  sta te , W in d ja n a  G o rg e  

in  th e  W e s t K im b e r le y  p ro v id e d  th e  se tt in g  

fo r  th e  1 9 9 6  W A  P re m ie r 's  L ite ra ry  A w a rd  
w in n e r ,  Jandamarra and the Bunaba resist
ance (M a g a b a la  B o o ks ), b y  H o w a rd  

P e d e rsen  a n d  B a n jo  W o o ru n m u r r a .  T h is  

te lls , c le a r ly , s im p ly , b u t w ith  s tu n n in g  in te n 

s ity , th e  s to ry  o f  th e  B u n u b a  le a d e r k n o w n  to  

m o d e rn  to u r is ts  a n d  to  tu rn  o f  th e  c e n tu ry  

p o l ic e  a n d  p a s to ra lis ts  as th e  o u t la w e d  P i

g e o n , sco u rg e  o f  th e  N a p ie r  R anges. T he  c o 
a u th o rs  set th e  s to ry  in  its t ru e  p e rs p e c tiv e , 

s h o w in g  th e  g ro w in g  c o n f l ic t  b e tw e e n  t ra d i

t io n a l o w n e rs  a n d  n e w c o m e rs  w h o  sa w  

n o th in g  w ro n g  in fo rc in g  th e  B unaba  o f f  th e ir  

la n d  a n d  in to  s e rv ic e  o n  th e  n e w ly  c re a te d  

p a s to ra l p ro p e rtie s .

P e rhaps it 's  t im e  fo r  A u s tra lia n s  to  fo rg e t 

th e  'ta l l  p o p p y ' s y n d ro m e  a n d  le a rn  in s te a d  

to  g iv e  c r e d it  w h e re  c re d it 's  d u e . If w e  a ll 

re s e a rc h e d , w r o te  o r  re a d  o u r  o w n  lo c a l 

s tu d ie s , w o u ld n 't  o u r  lo c a l c o m m u n ity  life  
b e  so m u c h  r ic h e r?  W o u ld n 't  w e  h a v e  a 

b e t te r  a p p re c ia t io n  o f  th e  s o c ia l a n d  c u l 

tu ra l issues th a t b o th  d iv id e  a n d  u n ite  us? 

A n d  k n o w in g  th is , w o u ld n 't  w e  be l ik e ly  to  

m a k e  m o re  a p p ro p r ia te  d e c is io n s  to  b e n e fit  

o u r  c o m m u n it ie s  in  th e  fu tu re ?  T h a t, it 

seem s to  m e , is th e  u n iq u e  s tre n g th  o f  lo c a l 

s tu d ie s . m
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