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Prior to self-government in the A CT, a d ec i
sion w as m ade that a parliam entary library 
service for M em bers and staff in the new  

A C T  Legislature w ou ld  be p rovided  as an extra 
function  of the existing specia l lib ra ry  of the 
departm ent (at that tim e know n as the A C T  A d 
m inistration). B y  the date of the first A ssem bly 
on 11 M a y  1989 both the Leg is lative A ssem bly 
L ib rary  and A C T  A d m in is tra tion  L ib ra ry  w e re  
co-located in the same bu ild ing  as the Leg islative Assem bly.

N o w  alm ost eight years later, the A C T  G o ve rnm en t and 
Legislative Assem bly Library provides a quality reference and 
inform ation serv ice  to M em bers and staff of the Leg islative 
Assem bly and to officers of the A C T  Pu b lic  Serv ice , and en 
sures that lib ra ry  c lien ts  have  access to a co m p reh en s ive  
range of inform ation.

A C T  C h ie f M in is te r K ate  Carnell, M a rg a re t M cG ee han  a n d  G reg C o rn w e ll

they all have supporting staff. The lib rary is the first option 
for inform ation for m ore than 5000 A C T  pub lic  servants in 
the C h ie f M inister's Departm ent, the Departm ent of Business, 
the Arts, Sport and Tourism , the A ud it O ffice  and the D epart
m ent of U rban  Services, in c lud ing  P lann ing  and Land M a n 
agem ent. 8

The co llec tio n  inc ludes an in-depth coverage of matters 
con cern ing  the governm ent o f the A C T ; a com p reh en s ive  
co llection  of Leg islative Assem b ly  publications, com m ittee 
reports and H a n s a rd , and A C T  legislation. H a n s a rd  from the 
form er H ouse of A ssem b ly  has been m ainta ined  in the ar
ch ives collection , a long w ith  m any governm ent publications 
of the form er departm ents and agencies. H a n s a rd  from the 
Com m onw ealth  and N e w  South W a le s , and legislation of the 
C om m on w ea lth  and States is frequen tly  accessed.

O f particu lar interest is the co llec tio n  of statistical m ate
rial, acqu ired  through m em bersh ip  of the Australian  Bureau 
of Statistics A L P  schem e.

Lib rary staff add va lue  to the d a ily  new s clipp ings (pro
vided  by a m onitoring agency) by a llo ca te ing  subject head 
ings to facilitate retrieval. This has m ade an a lready popular 
service even  m ore so. A  recent d eve lopm en t has seen the li
brary rece ive  radio and T V  new s sum m aries w h ich  are then 
forw arded  them  to M em bers. The lib rary has com m enced  a 
modest service of recording the local A B C  radio station each 
day.

The library is a full participant of A B N  and w e  have m ade 
our ho ld ings w id e ly  a v a ila b le  as resources to be shared 
through in terlibrary lending.

W e  have found that benefits have been gained from uti
lising the sam e resources to p ro v id e  an integrated lib rary  
service to tw o  m ain groups of c lients. There has been an ex
tra cha llenge  o cca s io n a lly  w hen  an issue being debated is 
also being pursued by the bu reaucracy .

You m ay also be interested to know  that there are seven 
teen e lected  mem bers to the A C T  Leg islative A ssem bly and
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