
Celebrating 60 years.
L a s t m o n th  w e  in t r o d u c e d  s o m e  o f  th e  
p a s t  p re s id e n ts  o f  th e  A s s o c ia t io n  in  its  
m a n y  g u is e s  (A u s t r a l ia n  In s t i tu te  o f  L i 
b r a r ia n s ,  L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  A u s 
tra l ia ) .  T h is  m o n th  w e  ta k e  y o u  b a c k  to  
th e  b e g in n in g  a n d  in t r o d u c e  th e  f i r s t  
10  p re s id e n ts  o f  th e  th e  n e w ly - f o r m e d  
A u s t r a l ia n  In s t i tu te  o f  L ib ra r ia n s .

1 937-38 Mr W H Ifould

Ifould w as the foundation  president of 
the Australian  Institute of Librarians. As 
ch a irm an  of the L ib raries  A d v iso ry  
C om m ittee  from June  1937 he helped 
to draft N e w  S o u th  W a le s  L ib r a r y  A c t  
1939. H e  w as e lected  a F e llo w  of the 
L ib ra ry  A ssoc ia tion  (U K ) in 1939 and 
m ade a Found ation  F e llo w  of the 
Libary Association of Australia in 1963. 
In 1 928 he w as aw arded  the O B E .

1938- 39 Mr E R Pitt

Co-author of the M unn-Pitt report and 
found ing m em ber of the Austra lian  In 
stitute o f Librarians.

1939- 40 Mr H R Purnell

P rinc ipa l librarian of the Pub lic  Library 
of South Austra lia  from 1912 to 1944.

1 9 4 0 - 4  1 Mr K Binns

B inns w as a strong ad vo ca te  of a 'n a 
t io n a l' lib ra ry  d is tin ct from  the C o m 
m o n w ea lth  Pa rliam en ta ry  L ib rary. H e  
w as appointed  librarian of the national 
co lle c t io n  in 1928. P ro m in en t in the 
in te lle ctu ra l life of e a r ly  C anb e rra , 
B inns w as a found ing  m em ber of both 
the Un ivers ity  Association and the C an 
berra So c ie ty  of Arts and Literature.

1 9 4  1 -43  Mr H M Green

G reen  contrinu ted  substan tia lly  to the 
d eve lop m en t of the U n ive rs ity  of S yd 
ney Lib rary. H e  w as a found ing  m em 
ber of the Institute and w as invo lved  in 
the form ation of the Com m ittee of A us
tralian U n ive rs ity  Librarians (C A U L )

1943- 44 Mr L Scott

Scott w as invo lved  w ith  the Australian  
L ib ra ry  A ssoc ia tion , and the L ib ra ry  
A ssociation  of V ic to ria  before b eco m 
ing invo lved  w ith  the Austra lian  Insti
tute of Librarians. H e w as a m em ber of 
the Institu te 's Board  of Exam ination . 
Scott w as one of the first A ustra lian  
un ive rs ity  lib rarians to offer pro fes
sional reference services.

1944- 46 M r J D A  Collier

Although lacking formal qualifications, 
C o llie r  w as appo in ted  lib rarian  of the 
T asm an ian  P u b lic  L ib rary . In 1943 
Kenneth  B inns, lib rarian  of the C o m 
m o n w ea lth  N a tio n a l L ib rary , praised  
his efforts in p rovid ing  library services 
for the people of Tasm ania. In 1 994 he 
w as appointed  as state lib rarian at the 
State Library o f Tasm ania.

1946-48 Mr J  W Metcalfe

M etca lfe  began his career as a jun io r 
lib rary assistant in the Fisher L ib rary at 
the U n iv e rs ity  of Syd ney . H e  took a 
first-class honours degree in history in 
1923 and in that year joined the staff of 
the Pub lic  Library of N e w  South W a les . 
In 1 932 he becam e deputy p rincipa l li
brarian, and principal librarian in 1942, 
a position he held until his resignation 
in 1959 w hen  he m oved to the U n iv e r 
sity of N e w  South W a le s .

M e tca lfe  w as an ad vo ca te  for free 
p u b lic  lib raries in A ustra lia  and  w as 
also instrumental in the developm ent of 
a lib rary school to train professional li
brarians. H e  becam e the first Australian 
F e llo w  by exam ination  of the L ib rary  
Association .

M e tca lfe  cha ired  the Institu te 's 
C om m ittee  on Standards and T ra in ing  
w h o se  1938 report e ffe c t iv e ly  set the 
pattern of professional ed u cation  and 
q u a lifica tio n  in A ustra lia . H e  w as  the

first, although un-named, ed itor of the 
A u s t r a l ia n  L ib r a r y  J o u rn a l from 1951 — 
1954.

1948- 49 Miss M E Archer

El I i nor A rcher graduated M aster of S c i
en ce  from the U n ivers ity  of M e lb ourne  
in 1918 and lectu red  in bo tany  for 
som e years before being appointed  as 
Sec re ta ry  of the Seed  Im p rovem en t 
C om m ittee  of the Institute for S c ie n ce  
and Industry in 1921. In 1923 she w as 
appointed  ch ie f lib rarian  of the C o u n 
c il for S c ie n tif ic  and Industria l R e 
search , w h ic h  later b ecam e  the 
C o m m o n w e a lth  S c ien tif ic  and  Indus
trial Research O rgan isation  (C S IR O ).

El I inor A rch e r w as a p ioneer in the 
a p p lica tio n  of m odern  p rinc ip les  and 
m ethods of special libraries. She w as a 
foundation m em ber of the Institute and 
prom oted its w e lfa re  for the rem ainder 
of her life. She w as an early  m em ber of 
the Board of Exam ination and Certifica 
tion and w as the first w om an  president 
of the L ib rary Association  of Australia .

1949- 50 Mr .J W Metcalfe

1950- 53 Sir John G Latham

Sir John Latham w as a po litic ian , d ip lo 
mat, ch ie f justice and lay supporter of 
lib raries. H e  w as president o f the the 
Free Library M ovem ent of V icto ria  from 
1937-48. To his p res idency of the L i
b rary  A sso c ia tio n  he con tribu ted  not 
o n ly  im m ense prestige, but also a 
tra ined jud ic ia l m ind. m
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