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U ntil the late 1980 's each  State and 
Territo ry  had A L IA  Pu b lic  L ib raries 
Sections (w ith  vary ing  degrees of a c 

tivity ) w ith  presidents of these sections form 
ing the execu tive  of the N ational Pu b lic  L i
braries Section .

A t a p lann ing forum  held in con junction  
w ith  the first N ational Pub lic  Libraries C o n 
ference (M e lb ou rne  1994), it w as suggested 
that the N a tio n a l Pu b lic  L ib raries Sec tio n  
should  be abo lished . It w as  perce ived  that 
the N a tio n a l Section  had been inac tive  for 
the p revious four to five years.

The matter w as again raised at the sec 
ond N a tio n a l P u b lic  L ib raries C o n fe ren ce  
held in Sydney  in 1995. At this tim e d iscus
sion also  focussed on the proposal that a 
Confederation  of Pub lic  Library Associations 
(C A P LA ) be formed to address matters o f na
tional s ig n ifican ce  to p u b lic  lib raries. A  
w o rk ing  party had been formed and a p ro 
posal w as under consideration  regarding the 
nature and scope of C A PL A .

Both  in 1994 and in 1995 the execu tive  
d irector of A L IA , V irg in ia  W a lsh , had put the 
v ie w  that there w o u ld  be merit in cons id er
ing the re-vitalisation of the N ational Pub lic  
L ib raries Section  rather than creating a new  
organ isation . This w as based on recognition 
of the role w h ich  has deve loped  w ith in  the 
A L IA  N ational O ff ic e  in undertaking a c t iv i
ties o f re le vance  to pub lic  libraries, for ex
am ple lobbying efforts in relation to securing 
the $11.4  m illion  com m itm ent from the pre
v ious governm ent for com m un ity  access to 
on-line inform ation.

The impetus for the re-invigoration of the 
N ational Pub lic  Libraries Section  cam e w ith  
the $22 000 in surplus funds generated  by 
the 1995 pub lic  libraries conference . It w as 
agreed that these funds should be d irected  
tow ards activities of d irect re levance to pub
lic lib raries and that this cou ld  be best a c 
com p lish ed  through a N a tio n a l Sec tion  
w h ic h  w o rked  c lo se ly  w ith  A L IA  N a tio n a l 
O ffice .

The decis ion  to re-establish the national 
section w as confirm ed and endorsed during 
a te le co n fe ren ce  held in Ju ly  1996. It w as 
agreed that the N e w  South  W a le s  section  
w o u ld  take re sp ons ib ility  for the nationa l 
section until the next public  libraries con fer

ence  w h ich  is scheduled to be held in B ris 
bane in N ovem b er 1997. Va l M o o n , p resi
dent of the N e w  South W a le s  section , w as 
appo in ted  the 'ca re take r' p resident o f the 
N ational Section  until N ovem ber 1997.

The decis ion  to re-establish the N ational 
Section  w as endorsed at a Pu b lic  L ib raries 
meeting w h ich  was held in con junction  w ith 
the A L IA  B ienn ia l C onference in M e lb o u rne  
on 11 O c to b e r in M elbourne .

A  range of issues have been canvassed  
by the re-formed N ationa l Sec tion  in tw o  
te lecon ferences and one face-to-face m eet
ing. A ction  identified to date includes:

• an ana lys is  of recent reports and studies 
relating to public libraries w ith  the v ie w  to 
preparing an 'Issues and action ' session at 
the next pub lic  libraries con ference ;

• a con tinuous program of pub lications re
lating to issues and developm ents in pub 
lic libraries w ill be deve loped ;

• com m ent w ill be prepared on the g u id e 
lines for the allocation of the $2 m illion  for 
on-line access from the Federal G o v e rn 
ment;

• com m ent on the Draft Certificate II T ra in 
eeship in Local G overnm en t Libraries w ill 
be prepared;

• a re v iew  of the pub lic  libraries g u id e line  
docum ent T o w a rd s  a q u a l i t y  s e rv ic e ;  and

• p lann ing  for a 'snapshot' of pub lic  library 
activities to be used as a prom otional tool.

A L IA  m em bers w h o  w o u ld  like to be
com e in vo lved  in the N ational Sec tio n  or 
w h o  w o u ld  like further inform ation  are 
w arm ly-encouraged to contact the fo llow ing  
members: D avid  Clarke, ACT Library Service; 
loan C oatm an , State Lib rary of Tasm an ia ; 
D u n can  Furphy, C ity  of C ockbu rn  L ib rary  
and Inform ation Serv ice  (W estern  Austra lia ); 
Christine M ackenz ie , M ornington Pen insu la  
Libraries (V ictoria); Va l M oon, Ryde Library 
and Information Services (N ew  South W a les ); 
Jan ice N itschke, M illicen t Library (South Aus
tra lia ); B renda Sim pson, W e s t End L ib rary  
(Q u eens lan d ); Kathy Stap leton, W a n g u r i 
(Northern Territory); or d irectly through A L IA  
N ationa l O ffice , te lephone (06) 285 1877, 
fax (06) 282 2249, or e-mail 
en q u iry@ a lia .o rg .au . ■
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Penrith experience as an electronic 
public library. Penrith Public Library. 
9.30-4.30pm, $40 includes morning/ 
afternoon teas. Contact: Lorraine 
Stacker, ph (047) 327 886, fax (047) 
327 540, e-mail pclstaff@zeta.org.au.

• 26/2 ALIA One Person Australian
Libraries SIG. State forum and library 
visit. Blackmores, 23 Roseberry Street, 
Balgowlah, 3-5pm. Contact: Narelle 
McGinty (NBMO), ph (02) 9951 0155, 
fax (02) 9949 1954, e-mail
100356.3260@compuserve.com.

11-25/3 Insearch/Knight-Ridder In
form ation  Sem inars Hot Business 
Topics (11/3 am), Introductory Dialog 
(12/3), Patents (13/3), Biomedical (25/ 
3). Sydney contact: ph (02) 9212 2867, 
e-mail krinfo.aus@uts.edu.au.

• 19/3 N SW  Special Section Adding 
value: a seminar on enhancing your re
search. Great Synagogue, 166 Cas- 
tlereagh Street, Sydney. $12 ALIA, $15 
non-members, light refreshments 
served. 6pm for 6.30pm. RSVP; Vikki 
Beil, 59 Roseville Avenue, Roseville 
2069, ph/fax (02) 9416 3656, e-mail 
vikkib@giga.net.au.

Qld
4-6/2 Insearch/Knight-Ridder infor
mation Seminars. Mini Update (4/2), 
Hot Business Topics (5/2), Introductory 
Dialog (6/2). Brisbane contact: ph (02) 
9212 2867, e-mail krinfo.aus@uts. 
edu.au.

• 5/2 Qld Branch Creating World 
Wide Web Documents using HTML. 
Griffith Uni, Information Services Cen
tre, Gold Coast Campus. 9-5pm. $150 
ALIA members, $170 non-members. 
Contact: Wendy Abbott, ph (07) 3875 
7111 ext 8987 —  Brisbane or (07) 
5594 8987 —  Gold Coast, e-mail 
w.abbott@ins.gu.edu.au. Limit 10 par
ticipants.

• 10/2 Qld Special Section. Balanc
ing home and work seminar/work- 
shop. Metro Inn Tower Mill Hotel, 
Wickham Terrace. 5.30-9pm. $15 in
cludes light dinner. Maximum 30 par
ticipants. RSVP and prepayment to: 
Sue Hutley, ph (07) 3405 1124 by 31/ 
1/97.

• 10/2-8/12 Qld Library Technician 
Section m eetings State Library of 
Qld, Metway Theatrette, 5.30pm (un
less advised otherwise). (10/2; 10/3; 
14/4; 12/5; 16/6; 14/7; 11/8; 8/9; 13/ 
10; 10/11; 8/12). Contact: Aiisa 
O'Donnell, ph (07) 3259 3025, fax (07) 
3259 3084.

20/2 ACLIS Autom ation Sub-Com
m ittee. information Online and On 
Disc 97' —  reviewed. Speakers will
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