
Celebrating 60 years of Presidents
In  th e  p a s t 6 0  years, the  
A u s tra lia n  L ib ra ry  a n d  In fo r 
m a tio n  A ss o c ia tio n , n e e  the  
L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia tio n  o f  A u s 
tra lia , n e e  the  A u s tra lia n  
In s titu te  o f  L ib ra ria n s  has 
b e e n  p re s id e d  o v e r  b y  an  
illu s tr io u s  a n d  s e lec t g ro u p  o f  
lib ra ria n s . As p a r t  o f  an  o n 
g o in g  series, h e re  w e  p ro v id e  
a snapshot o f  o u r  le a d e rs h ip  
fro m  1 9 8 3  to 1 9 8 9 . . .

1983: Mr B
Mitcheson

Barrie  M itcheson  w as co n 
cerned w ith  the con tinu ing  
d eve lop m en t of lib rarians 
as a professional force. H e 
recogn ised  that lib raries 
exist in a d ynam ic  env iron 
ment and to meet the ch a l
lenges of m ain ta in ing  
services invo lved  not o n ly  
professional deve lopm en t, 
but also representation  by 
lib rarians in the d e v e lo p 
m ent o f in fo rm ation  te ch 
nology.

( fro m  to p  le f t  to  b o t to m  
r ig h t,  p re s id e n ts  in  s e q u e n tia l 
o rd e r) : WH Ifould 1937-38;
ER Pitt 1938-39; HR Purnell 
1939-40; K Binns 1940-41;
HM Green 1941-43; L Scott 
1943-44; JDA Collier 1944-46; 
JW  Metcalfe 1946-48;
ME Archer 1948-49;
JW Metcalfe 1949-50;
JG Latham 1950-53; J Morris 
1954-56; JW Metcalfe 1957-60; 
WG Duncan 1961;
BCL Doubleday 1962-63;
MP Crisp 1964-66; GD 
Richardson 1967-68; FA Sharr 
1969-70; RC Sharman 1971-72; 
H Bryan 1973-74; WL Brown 
1975-76; M  Trask 1977;
J Balnaves 1978; J Brudenall 
1979; WD Richardson 1980;
JG Dwyer 1981; JAD Baskin 
1982; B Mitcheson 1983;
W M Horton 1984; RL Davis 
1985; IS McCalium 1986;
PH Dawe 1987; AL Bundy 1988; 
AMB Edwards 1989; DL Allen 
1990; JA Levett 1991; BM Kirby 
1992; JK Cram 1993;
WC Linklater 1994; JRH Gaebler 
1995; H Tait 1996; K Smith 
1997

Befo re  being e lected  p res ident in 
1983, Ba rrie  M itch e so n  w as heavily-  
involved in LA A  activities at the branch 
leve l, served as the V ic to rian  G enera l 
C o u n c illo r  and w as a m em ber of the 
LA A  G enera l C o un c il M a n p o w e r Sub 
com m ittee.

1 984: Mr W M Horton

W h e n  W a rren  Horton succeeded  H a r
rison Bryan as D irector-G enera l o f the 
National Library of Australia in 1985 (a 
position he still holds), his background 
for the position w as im p eccab le  —  six 
years as D eputy  State Librarian  of one 
State fo llo w ed  by three years as State 
Librarian of another.

During his presidency of the Library 
Assoc ia tion  of A ustra lia , H orton  in iti
ated the corporate rev iew . H is em p ha 
sis w as on the im portance of effective 
lobbying  and the im provem ent of the 
image and status of the profession.

1985: Mr R L Davis

Ron D avis w as invo lved  w ith  W estern  
A ustra lian  B ranch  and served on 
Branch  C o u n c il for over ten years be
fore being e lec ted  president in 1985. 
D avis ' concerns encom passed the spe
c ia l needs of lib rarians liv ing  in m ore 
remote areas w h o  cou ld  not easily  par
tic ipate in LA A  activities.

1986: Mr 1 S McCalium

Ian M cC a liu m  held several positions on 
A C T  Branch  C o un c il, as w e ll as being 
a senior exam iner for the Board  of Ex
am iners before being elected president. 
M cC a liu m  w as a founding m em ber of 
the In fo rm ation  S c ie n c e  Sec tio n  and 
represented the Association on the IFLA  
Stand ing  C o m m ittee  on In fo rm ation  
T ech n o lo g y . In 1983 he re ce ived  the 
Robert D  W ill ia m s o n  A w a rd  for o u t
standing con tribu tion  to in fo rm ation  
sc ience in Australia .

1987: Mr P H Dawe

Specia l Librarian Peter D aw e  began his 
lib rary  ca ree r in the State L ib ra ry  of 
South A ustra lia . For ten years, from 
1958, he w as librarian of the D iv is ion  
of So ils  o f the C o m m on w ea lth  S c ie n 
tific and Industrial Research O rg an isa 
tion (C S IR O ), beginning an association 
that w as to d om inate  his career. In 
1985 he w as appo in ted  A ctin g  M a n 
ager of C S IR O 's  Inform ation Resources 
Un it.

D a w e  w as deep ly- in vo lved  in the 
in troduction  of au tom ation  to lib rary  
systems, his interest and expertise lead 
ing to him being the inaugural Assistant 
Exam iner in Data Processing for Infor
m ation Retrieva l for the L ib rary  A sso 
c ia tion  of A ustra lia . For his d is tin 

gu ished  se rv ice  o ve r a w id e  range of 
activ ities in lib rariansh ip  he w as m ade 
a F e llo w  of the L ib rary Assoc ia tion  of 
A ustra lia  in 1984.

1988: Mr A L Bundy

A lan  Bun d y  w as the last President of 
LAA, before it was granted its new Royal 
Charter to becom e A L IA . Bundy began 
his library career in the C ity of Perth li
braries in 1966. By  1969 he w as Senior 
Branch Librarian before moving into the 
co lleg e  lib rary sector. H e contributed  
greatly to the literature of Australian Li
b rariansh ip  —  publish ing  across the 
spectrum  of library endeavour.

1989: Ms A M B Edwards

A verill Edw ards w as the first President 
of the Austra lian  L ib rary and In fo rm a
tion Association . She oversaw  the co n 
struction  of the n ew  A L IA  N a tio n a l 
O ff ic e  ensu ring  that the bu ild in g  re
flected  A L IA  m em ber requirem ents.

Edw ards w as invo lved  w ith  the L i
brary A ssoc ia tion  of A ustra lia  s ince 
1961, acting  on B ranch  C o u n c il for 
m any years. She w as also con ven o r of 
the By-law s and Regulations C o m m it
tee for three years. She saw  her presi
d en cy  as a tim e to concentrate on co n 
so lidating  the foundations of the new  
A ssociation . ■
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