Teaming w ith academic colleagues
V Nadanasabapathy, university librarian, Murdoch University
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P r o v i d in g a fo r u m
Diane Costello, executive officer, Council of Australian
University Librarians (C A U L)
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A U L 's focus is on higher education, and w ithin that, the
role of its libraries in support of the missions of the univer
sities. The objectives of C A U L are to advance the progress

and activities of Australian university libraries; to plan, implement
and monitor co-operative activities between the libraries; to provide
a forum for information exchange; to encourage participation in de
bate on relevant developments in higher education and libraries and
information services; to foster communication with relevant national
committees and organisations.
C A U L 's first meeting (as the Conference of Representatives of
Australian University Libraries) was held in M elbourne in 1928. Is
sues discussed at this first meeting included the importance of the
library in the university; the status of the librarian; and allocation
of university funds to the libraries. To show the variations from, and
parallels with, the concerns of that earlier group, the most recent of
the biannual meetings of C A U L , held in O ctober 1996, included
discussion about professional developm ent; copyright and e le c 
tronic publications; co-operative Australia-wide provision of e lec
tronic databases; sectoral statistics; co-operative developm ent of
perform ance indicators; the Distributed National C o llectio n ; the
cost of inter-library loans; collaboration with the U K higher educa
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sity). The first full-time executive officer was appointed in 1995 to
support C A U L 's increased range of activities. C A U L 's w eb site
<http://www.anu.edu.au/caul/> provides up-to-date information
about those activities, as well as a resource for the higher education
and library communities.
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