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The 8th In fo rm a t io n  o n - l in e  a n d  o n  d is c  
conference was held in Sydney in Janu 
ary, and a fine conference it was. Two of 

the keynote speakers made a strong impression 
—  Cliff Lynch from the University of California 
libraries (he also spoke at the 1993 conference) 
and Rebecca Lenzini from CARL, who is des
tined for a career as a m otivational speaker 
w hen  she gives up her regular job. And of 
course Neil M cLean  gave his usual brilliant 
summing-up.

The papers from the conference, including 
those that didn't make it into the printed pro
ceedings w ill be ava ilab le  at the Conference 
site at http://www.csu.edu.au/special/on- 
Iine97.

People on-line
The conference had a very impressive Internet 
City, staffed by volunteers and the occasional 
'expert surfer'. O ne  of these experts was Tony 
Barry, w ho  recently announced that he'll be 
leaving his job at the A N U . This is not the 
place for a full tribute to Tony and his ach ieve
ments, but those of us w h o 'v e  worked w ith 
him w ill miss his bluff good sense and the w ay 
that he fostered discussions on Australian Net 
po licy  matters through the Link list. Fortu 
nately, he says that he's com mitted to m ain 
taining Link, whatever else he manages to do 
in his spare time.

... and copyright on-line
Prior to the conference, A IM A  conducted a 
sem inar on copyright m anagement, w ith  Dr 
B ill Tuck as the keynote speaker. B ill's  paper 
and notes from other presentations at the semi
nar can be found at the A IM A  site at http:// 
www.nla.gov.au/aim a/.

More on copyright and licensing
There appears to be a lot happening with copy
right and licensing at the moment. A  recent 
exam ple was the A RL/CN I co-sponsored L i
c e n s in g  E le c tro n ic  R esou rces  C o n fe re n c e  held 
recently in San Francisco. A  summ ary of the 
conference is ava ilab le  at http://arl.cni.org/ 
scomm/sum.html.

M eanw h ile  Yale University library has es
tablished L IB L IC EN SE , a resource w h ich  pro
vides information and assistance for academ ic 
and research libraries in negotiating licences 
with providers of electronic information in all 
sorts of formats. Its U R L  is http://www. 
library.yale .edu/~Llicense/index.htm l. O ne  
com ponent of the resource is L IBLICENSE-L, a 
moderated list for the discussion of issues re
lated to the licensing of digital Information by 
academ ic and research libraries. The discus
sion w ill include all aspects of drafting licence 
agreements, including the provisions of copy
right legislation, p rivacy and security, and 
interlibrary loan considerations. To subscribe, 
send a message to listproc@pantheon.yale.edu

with subscribe L IBL IC EN SE-L Firstname 
Lastname in the body of the message.

I found it on the Web!
R LG 's  Eureka service has been ava ilab le  by 
telnet for some time. N ow  there is access via 
the W W W  at http://www.rlg.org/ 
eurekaweb.htm l. Databases availab le include 
the RL IN  B ib liographic Database, the English 
Short Title Catalog, Bibliography of the History 
of Art, and the History of Science and Technol
ogy.

The site has an interesting summary of the 
benefits of W e b  access over the telnet version
—  pretty obvious I suppose, but it's a good ex
am ple of how  far w e 'v e  com e in providing 
easy-to-use information services.

The future of scholarly journals
In 1994, A ndrew  O d lyzko  of the A T& T  Bell 
Laboratories, presented a conference paper 
called 'Tragic loss or good riddance? the im
pending dem ise of traditional scholarly jour
nals'. I cam e across it w hen  his name was 
listed as a speaker at a forthcoming conference
—  on the same subject. Clearly he is seen as an 
expert on the subject, w h ich  is reasonable as 
the paper is a good one. Some of his observa
tions could be better developed, but it remains 
a w orthw hile  study on the topic. The paper is 
at http://elias.ens.fr/Surfaces/vol4/odlyzko.htmi.

New issue of the In t e r n e t  
R e s o u rc e s  N e w s le t te r
The latest issue of the In te rn e t  R e s o u rc e s  
N e w s le tte r , produced by Heriot-Watt U n iver
sity is ava ilab le  at http://www.hw.ac.uk/ 
libW W W /irn/irn .htm l. O ne of its best features 
is the section w h ich  reviews the ever increas
ing num ber of journals about the Internet. If 
you 're planning to subscribe to any, it's worth 
checking here first.

A useful example 
of good planning
In the U S  state of M ichigan, a group com pris
ing the M ich igan  Library Association, the 
M ich igan Library Consortium and the Library 
of M ichigan issued in January a request for pro
posals entitled 'M ich igan 's emerging informa
tion infrastructure: An analysis of the role of 
libraries and a plan for future digital library 
development'. The closing date was 7 February 
so don't bother responding, but the document 
is worth studying.

Searching multiple catalogues
Beppe Pavoletti, an Italian enthusiast has pro
duced a collection of links to library and docu
mentation related resources, Internet indexes 
and search engines at http:// 
w w w .g e o c it ie s .co m /C a p e C a n av e ra  1/361 6. 
Through it I found the site for the Europagate 
project (sponsored by the EU  Telem atics for 
Libraries program) with several useful features,
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inc lud ing  the W e b  gateway at http:// 
europagate.dtv.dk/wg_index.htm . From the 
gateway, you can search many Z39.50 com pli
ant catalogues sim ultaneously, includ ing 
Agrico la, LC Books, and a selection of library 
catalogues. It's quite impressive as an example 
of what Z39.50 can deliver.

Net news
If you want to keep up to date with what's hap
pening in the Internet w orld , there are many 
sites w h ich  provide on-line news services. O ne 
that I like is Z D N e t at http://www5.zdnet.com/. 
You can register for free, and select the topics 
that are of interest to you. Then you'll get a sin
gle e-mail message daily with headlines of the 
top news stories for those topics. Then you can 
go to the Z D N e t site for the full stories. The 
journalistic  style is slick and chatty and the 
news coverage is excellent.

The Titterton papers
N a n cy  Lane reports that the Austra lian  S c i
e n c e  A rch ive s  P ro je ct and the A ustra lian  
A ca d em y  of Sc ience  have published a guide 
to the papers of Sir Ernest Titterton at http:// 
www.asap.un im elb .edu.au/pubs/guides/ 
titterton . Titterton, w h o  d ied in 1990, w as a 
controversial figure w h o  played an important 
ro le , both w ith in  the A ustra lian  sc ien tif ic  
co m m u n ity  and beyond  it, for a lm ost fifty 
years. H e  w as h igh ly regarded by som e and 
attacked by others because of his forthright 
and  u ncom prom is ing  v ie w s  abou t nuc lea r 
pow er.

The gu ide con ta in s a ca ree r sum m ary 
and b iograph ica l m em oir, photographs, and 
a deta iled  descrip tion of the papers, in c lu d 
ing those from the A to m ic  W e a p o n s  Tests 
Sa fe ty  C om m ittee , the Roya l C om m iss ion  
into British  N u c le a r  Tests re lating  to 
M a ra lin g a , the A ustra lian  A to m ic  Energy 
C om m ission  and the Ranger U ran iu m  En v i
ronm ental Inquiry.

YVI PO Conference
I w ro te in the last colum n about the W IP O  
D ip lom atic  conference in D ecem ber 1996. 
IFLA , as an N C O , had been invited w ith  ob
server status. A report on the conference is now 
availab le at U RL: http://www.nlc-bnc.ca/ifla/VZ 
press/pr970122.htm .

Interestingly, one of the IFLA  delegation 
was Jam ie W odetzki, formerly of ACLIS.

New site for
on-line scholarly publishing
The C anad ian  E lectron ic  Sch o la r ly  N etw o rk  
(C ESN ) at http://www.schoolnet.ca/vp/cesn is 
a source of inform ation about on-line scho l
arly publishing in Canada. It contains links to 
C anad ian  peer-reviewed e lectronic scholarly 
jou rna ls , and to national and international 
e lectron ic  publishing projects and articles. It

also provides inform ation on the Electron ic  
Pub lish ing  Prom otion  P ro ject (E P PP ) led by 
Industry Canada.

Preserving PANDORA’s box
P A N D O R A  —  Preserving and Accessing N et
worked D ocum entary Resources in Australia 
—  is a project initiated by the National Library 
of Australia to investigate strategies and imple
ment procedures for the capture, storage, pres
ervation and access to digital data by creating 
an electronic archive of library materials. It is 
being funded in part by the A V C C  W ork ing  
Group on Electronic Publishing.

The National Library has already published 
G u idelines for selection of on-line electronic 
materials of national significance identified for 
preservation at http://www.nla.gov.aU/1/scoap/ 
scoapgui.html. P A N D O R A  is a further develop
ment of this. Find out more at http:// 
www.nla.gov.au/policy/plan/pandora.html.

.Mansfield report
Som e information about the report of the 
Mansfield enquiry into the A B C  can be found
at http://www.dca.gov.au/whatwedo/govtrev. 
htrnl#ABCReview including where you can buy 
the full report in printed format.

Network Services Project
The National Library reported late last year that it 
was cancelling the joint ND IS project to develop 
the World 1 system. In late January, Warren Hor
ton announced the launch of the Network Serv
ices Project which w ill continue the library's 
commitment to replacing the services it currently 
provides in ABN  and Ozline. Information and dis
cussion about the Network Services Project will 
be disseminated on a new discussion list, NSP-L. 
All Australian subscribers to W 0 R LD 1 -L  have 
been transferred to NSP-L, and need not 
resubscribe. New subscribers can join NSP-L by 
sending a message to listproc@nla.gov.au with 
subscribe NSP-L Firstname Lastname in the body 
of the message.

Tenders for the new system w ill be called 
in M arch , and a draft description of require
ments can be found http://www.nla.gov.au/ 
nsp/preinfo.html .

Australian libraries
The index of Australian library catalogues and 
servers m aintained by M ark  Nearhos at the 
A N U  now has a search facility. You can limit 
the search by state or by keywords in the name 
of the library. See it at http://elisa.anu.edu.au/ 
elisa/elibrary/libcat.html .

Distance selling code of practice
The Australian Competition and Consumer Com
mission has published its D ra ft C ode  o f  p ra c tic e  
fo r  d is ta n c e  s e ll in g  at http://www.accc.gov.au/ 
new/index.htm. The documents contained there 
include the six-part Draft Code and a detailed 
discussion paper on the subject. ■
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The ALIA home pages and 

the ALIA web service, 
ALIAnet, can be found at the 

following URL: 
http://www.alia.org.au/

S A V E  YO URSELF  
THE TROUBLE O F  

TY P IN G  THESE  
URLS!

This column (with associated 

hyperlinks) is on ALIAnet, 
and has the URL of

http://www.alia.org.au/
incite/wwww/

[Please note that full-stops at 
the end of any URL or e-mail 
addresses, or underlines, 
appearing in incite  should 

NOT be used]

Contributions and 

suggestions for this column 

are always welcome. Please 

e-mail Kerry Webb at
kerry.webb@alianet.alia.org.au 

or via the ALIA National 
Office,
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