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W h a t  o r g a n i s a t i o n  p r o v i d e s  a  
n e t w o r k  f o r  o v e r  8 0 0  p e o 
p l e  t h r o u g h o u t  A u s t r a l i a  

w o r k i n g  w i t h  g o v e r n m e n t  r e c o r d s ,  l o 
c a l  h i s t o r y  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  m a n u s c r i p t s ,  o r  
a s  r e c o r d s  m a n a g e m e n t  c o n s u l t a n t s ?  
T h e  A u s t r a l i a n  S o c i e t y  o f  A r c h i v i s t s  I n 
c o r p o r a t e d .  T h e  S o c i e t y  w a s  f o r m e d  in  
1 9 7 5  w i t h  a  c o r e  o f  m e m b e r s  f r o m  t h e  
A r c h i v e s  S e c t i o n  o f  t h e  ( t h e n )  L i b r a r y  
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l i a .  I t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  
p r o v i d e  a  f o r u m  f o r  t h e  a r c h i v a l  p r o f e s 
s i o n  b u t  i n c l u d e s  m e m b e r s  w h o  c r o s s  
s o m e  o f  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  i n 
f o r m a t i o n  s e c t o r ,  d r a w i n g  f r o m  t h e  
r e c o r d s  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  l i b r a r y  f i e l d s  
a s  w e l l  a s  a r c h i v i s t s .  M e m b e r s  w o r k  in  
a  v a r i e t y  o f  s e t t i n g s  i n c l u d i n g  b u s i n e s s ,  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  a c a d e m i c  s e c t o r ,  m u 
s e u m s ,  s c h o o l s ,  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  
a n d  n o n - p r o f i t  s o c i e t i e s  o r  o r g a n i s a 
t i o n s .

T h e  A u s t r a l i a n  S o c i e t y  o f  A r c h i v i s t s  
is a  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  w i t h  b r a n c h e s  
o r  g r o u p s  w h i c h  m e e t  in  a l l  S t a t e s  a n d  
T e r r i t o r i e s .  B r a n c h e s  a l s o  r u n  w o r k 

s h o p s  f o r  m e m b e r s  a n d  t h o s e  o u t s i d e  
t h e  S o c i e t y  w h o  m a y  w i s h  t o  k n o w  
m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  a r 
c h i v e s  o r  i s s u e s  o f  c o n c e r n  t o  a r c h i 
v is t s .

S p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  p r o v i d e  a n 
o t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  m e m b e r s  t o  n e t 
w o r k  in  a r e a s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e r n .  
T h e s e  g r o u p s  o f t e n  f o c u s  o n  t h e  n e e d s  
o f  t h o s e  w o r k i n g  in  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s e t t i n g  
w h e t h e r  it b e  in  s c h o o l s  o r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  
a n d  c o l l e g e s .  I n t e r e s t e d  m e m b e r s  a l s o  
d i s c u s s  t h r o u g h  n e w s l e t t e r s  t h e  d i f f i c u l 
t i e s  a n d  s t r a t e g i e s  in  d e a l i n g  w i t h  p r e s 
e r v a t i o n  o f  e l e c t r o n i c  r e c o r d s  o r  t h e  is 
s u e s  f o r  c o l l e c t i n g  a r c h i v e s  in  
a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l  p a p e r s  o r  b u s i 
n e s s  r e c o r d s .  T h e  a r c h i v e s  o f  s c i e n c e ,  
m e d i c i n e  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y  a r e  t h e  f o c u s  
f o r  s o m e  m e m b e r s .  A  g r o u p  h a s  r e 
c e n t l y  b e e n  f o r m e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  A b o 
r i g i n a l  a n d  T o r r e s  S t r a i t  I s l a n d e r  is s u e s  
a n d  a r c h i v e s .

B i n d i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  t o g e t h e r  
is t h e  c o n c e r n  t o  p r e s e r v e  e v i d e n c e .

N e w  w e b  
p u b lic a tio n
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In 1992 the Australian Society of 
Archivists published the Directory 
of archives in Australia, a useful 

guide to the location and holdings of 
archival repositories in Australia. 
The president of the Society is 
pleased to announce that the World 
Wide Web edition of the directory is 
now ready to explore!

The Directory of archives in Aus
tralia is available on the Web at 
http://www.asap.unimelb.edu.au/ 
asa/di rectory/

You will find over four-hundred- 
and-fifty entries listing contact de

tails, access conditions, facilities, ac
quisition focus, major holdings and 
more, or repositories around the 
country —  three-hundred entries 
have been updated from the 1992 
edition. You can browse the direc
tory either alphabetically or by loca
tion, or you can search by concept/ 
keyword, or limit your search to 're
pository name', 'acquisition focus', 
and 'major holdings'. There is also a 
totally new section providing quick 
access to Australian archival re
sources on the world wide web and 
a list of all repositories with world 
wide web pages. ■

L a s t  y e a r  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  n a t i o n a l  
c o u n c i l  e n d o r s e d  a n  ' a r c h i v i s t ' s  m i s 
s i o n  s t a t e m e n t '  w h i c h  w a s  w i d e l y  c i r 
c u l a t e d  a n d  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o 
f e s s i o n .  T h e  s t a t e m e n t  is d e s i g n e d  t o  
c o n v e y  t o  t h o s e  o u t s i d e  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  
a n  i d e a  o f  w h a t  a l l  a r c h i v i s t s  h o l d  in  
c o m m o n .  A r c h i v i s t s  e n s u r e  t h a t  r e c o r d s  
w h i c h  h a v e  v a l u e  a s  a u t h e n t i c  e v i 
d e n c e  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  c o r p o r a t e ,  c u l 
t u r a l  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a c t i v i t y  a r e  m a d e ,  
k e p t  a n d  u s e d .  T h e  w o r k  o f  a r c h i v i s t s  is 
v i t a l  f o r  e n s u r i n g  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  e f f i 
c i e n c y  a n d  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d  f o r  u n 
d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  A u s t r a l i a n  l i f e  t h r o u g h  
t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  r e t e n t i o n  o f  i ts  
p e r s o n a l ,  c o r p o r a t e  a n d  s o c i a l  
m e m o r y .

M e m b e r s  k e e p  in  t o u c h  t h r o u g h  t h e  
B u lle t in  p u b l i s h e d  s ix  t i m e s  a  y e a r  a n d  
t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  j o u r n a l  A rc h iv e s  a n d  
M a n u s c r ip ts  p u b l i s h e d  t w i c e  y e a r l y .  
T h e  S o c i e t y  h a s  a l s o  h a d  a n  a c t i v e  p u b 
l i s h i n g  p r o g r a m .  K e e p in g  a rc h iv e s  ( n o w  
in  its s e c o n d  e d i t i o n )  h a s  b e c o m e  a  d e  

fa c to  t e x t b o o k  f o r  m a n y  a r c h i v e s  
c o u r s e s  a n d  a  b i b l e  f o r  a r c h i v a l  p r a c t i 
t i o n e r s .  It h a s  b e e n  w e l l  r e c e i v e d  i n t e r 
n a t i o n a l l y  a n d  is in  u s e  in  s e v e r a l  o v e r 
s e a s  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s .  M o r e  
s p e c i a l i s e d  p u b l i c a t i o n s  h a v e  c o v e r e d  
i s s u e s  o f  t h e  m o m e n t  s u c h  a s  P r iv a c y  

versus A cce ss  a n d  E th ics , L ies a n d  A r 

c h iv e s . T he  d ir e c to r y  o f  a rc h iv e s  in  
A u s t r a l ia , a  d i r e c t o r y  o f  a r c h i v e s  a n d  
m a n u s c r i p t  r e p o s i t o r i e s  p u b l i s h e d  b y  
t h e  S o c i e t y  in  1 9 9 2  is n o w  a l s o  a  v e n 
t u r e  in  e l e c t r o n i c  p u b l i s h i n g  a n d  c a n  
b e  f o u n d  a t  h t t p : / /
w w w . a s a p . u n i m e l b . e d u . a u / a s a / d i  r e c 
t o r y / .  C u r r e n t l y  in  p r o d u c t i o n  is a n  i n 
t r o d u c t o r y  t e x t  o n  t h e  is s u e s  f o r  a r c h i 
v is ts  in  d e a l i n g  w i t h  e l e c t r o n i c  r e c o r d s ,  
a n  a r e a  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t e m p o r a r y  d e 
b a t e .

T o  f i n d  o u t  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  A u s t r a l 
i a n  S o c i e t y  o f  A r c h i v i s t s ,  y o u  c a n  v i s i t  
t h e i r  W e b  s i t e  w h i c h  g i v e s  g e n e r a l  i n 
f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  S o c i e t y  a t  h t t p : / /  
w w w . a a . g o v . a u / A A _ W W W / P r o A s s n /  
A S A / A S A . h t m l  o r  g e t  in  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e  
m e m b e r s h i p  s e r v i c e s  o f f i c e r ,  M a r k  
S t e v e n s ,  o n  ( 0 2 )  9 7 0 0  9 2 3 3  o r  f a x  
( 0 2 )  9 7 0 0  9 0 4 7 .  ■
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