
D i r e c t l i n e A d v o c a c y

... a priority for the ALIA national office

V i r g i n i a  W a l s h

E x e c u tiv e  d ir e c to r

A l l  o f  the, ie a c t iv it ie s  

rep resen t o u r  c o m m itm e n t to  

r a i l in g  the  p ro f  ile  o f  o u r  

secto r and , m o s t im p o r ta n t ly ,  

to  e n s u r in g  th a t  specific  

m a tte rs  o f  relevance such  as 

een, <o/\thip, co p y rig h t, 

p riv a c y , s ta tu s  o f  the  

p ro fess ion  a n d  e m p lo y m e n t  

te rm s  a n d  co n d itio ns  a re  

e ffec tive ly  ta c k le d . ..

I n a re c e n t  s u rve y  A L IA  m e m b e r s  in d ic a te d  

th a t  a d v o c a c y  is an  im p o r t a n t  p r io r i t y  fo r  
o u r  A s s o c ia t io n .  I n d e e d ,  r e p re s e n t in g  the  

in te rests  o f  th e  l i b r a r y  a n d  i n f o r m a t io n  sec­

to r  to  g o v e rn m e n ts ,  to  e m p lo y e r s  an d  to  the  

c o m m u n i t y  is a k e y  fe a tu re  o f  m u c h  o f  the  

A L IA  n a t io n a l  o f f i c e  a c t i v i t y  a n d  a lso  an i m ­

p o r ta n t  e le m e n t  o f  a c t i v i t y  in o u r  d iv is io n s .  

In re c e n t  w e e k s  w e  h a v e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in a 

S ena te  i n q u i r y  in t o  o n l i n e  c o n t e n t  r e g u la ­

t io n ,  m e t  w i t h  th e  In te rn e t  In d u s t ry  A s s o c ia ­

t io n  ( w h ic h  is d e v e lo p in g  a c o d e  o f  c o n d u c t  

f o r  In t e rn e t  s e r v ic e  p r o v id e r s ) ,  c e le b r a te d  

A u s t ra l ia n  L ib ra ry  W e e k  an d  rev ised  o u r  a d ­

v o c a c y  sk i l ls  t r a in in g  p r o g ra m  L o b b y  fo r  l i ­

b ra r ie s . A t  th e  M a r c h  A L IA  G e n e ra l  C o u n c i l  

m e e t i n g  w e  h e ld  a t h r e e - h o u r  f o r u m  w i t h  

b ra n ch  p res iden ts  a n d  genera l  c o u n c i l l o r s  on 
o u r  Federa l  E le c t io n  S tra tegy.

In p r e p a r a t io n  fo r  th e  Q u e e n s la n d  state 

e le c t io n  I t ra v e l le d  to  B r isbane  d u r in g  M a y  to  

m e e t  w i t h  B ra n c h  m e m b e r s  an d  h e lp  f o r m u ­

la te  an a d v o c a c y  p r o g ra m .  La te r  th is  m o n th  

a te a m  f r o m  A L IA ,  i n c l u d i n g  p re s id e n t  John 

S h ip p ,  w i l l  be  t r a v e l l i n g  to  W a s h i n g t o n  to  

p a r t ic ip a te  in th e  w o r ld 's  b iggest l ib ra ry  c o n ­

fe re n ce  w h e r e ,  w i t h  the  ass is tance o f  federa l  

g o v e r n m e n t  f u n d in g  th o u g h  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  
o f  F o re ig n  A f fa i r s  a n d  T r a d e  a n d  w i t h  the  

s u p p o r t  o f  th e  N a t i o n a l  L ib ra ry  o f  A u s t ra l ia ,  

A L IA  is c o - o r d in a t i n g  an A u s t ra l ia n  p resence  

at th e  t ra d e  e x h ib i t i o n .  A l l  o f  these  a c t iv i t ie s  

rep resen t  o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  to  ra is ing  the  p r o ­

f i l e  o f  o u r  s e c to r  a n d ,  m o s t  i m p o r ta n t l y ,  to  

e n s u r in g  th a t  s p e c i f i c  m a t te rs  o f  r e le v a n c e  
such as c e n so rsh ip ,  c o p y r ig h t ,  p r iva cy ,  status 

o f  the  p ro fess ion  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t  te rm s  and 
c o n d i t i o n s  are e f f e c t i v e l y  ta c k le d .

Lobby for libraries
Th is  p r o g ra m ,  w h i c h  w e  h a ve  been  d e l i v e r ­
ing  as a s e m in a r  p r o g ra m  fo r  o v e r  fo u r  years, 

r e c o g n is e s  th a t ,  to  be  su c c e s s fu l  l o b b y is ts ,  

w e  c a n n o t  re ly  o n  o n e  o r  t w o  i n d i v id u a l s .  

Successfu l a d v o c a c y  d e m a n d s  tha t  w e  are all 

a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d .  T o  d o  th is  w e  r e q u i re  

so m e  sp e c ia l  sk i l ls  i n c l u d i n g  th e  c a p a c i t y  to  

c le a r ly  id e n t i f y  issues, p r o p o s e  s o lu t io n s  and 

d e l i v e r  an e f f e c t i v e  c a m p a ig n .  T h e  p r o g ra m  

has b e e n  u p d a te d  to  i n c l u d e  m o r e  re c e n t  

lo b b y in g  m a te r ia l  an d  a lso  to  p r o v id e  g u id e ­

l ines  fo r  in s t ru c to rs .  It is n o w  p ro p o s e d  tha t  

the  k i t  w i l l  be  d i s t r ib u te d  to  p a r t i c ip a n ts  in 

a d v a n c e  o f  th e  s e m in a rs ,  th a t  th e  p r o g ra m  

w i l l  be  c o n d u c t e d  o v e r  t w o  sessions w h e n  

p o s s ib le  ( t w o  a f t e r n o o n s  o r  e v e n in g s )  a n d  

th a t  th e  m o re  e x te n s iv e  no tes  fo r  ins t ru c to rs  

w i l l  e n a b le  d e l i v e r y  b y  a g rea te r  n u m b e r  o f  

o u r  m o r e  e x p e r i e n c e d  m e m b e r s .  T h e  p r o ­
g ra m  a lso  a im s  to  e q u ip  m e m b e r s  to  be  b e t ­

te r  a d v o c a te s  f o r  t h e i r  o w n  l ib ra r ie s  an d  

careers .

A d v a n c e  p l a n n i n g  is n e c e s s a ry  i f  y o u  

w o u l d  l i k e  to  p ro g ra m  a L o b b y  fo r  l ib ra r ie s  

s e m in a r  in  y o u r  w o r k p l a c e  o r  r e g io n .  T h e  

o p t i m u m  n u m b e r  o f  p a r t i c ip a n ts  is a r o u n d  

f i f te e n .  C o n t a c t  the  A L IA  n a t io n a l  o f f ic e  fo r  
m o r e  i n fo r m a t io n .

ALA conference
T h e  A m e r i c a n  L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t i o n  c o n f e r ­

e n c e  w i l l  be  h e ld  in W a s h in g to n  in late June. 

It a tt racts  a b o u t  25  0 0 0  de lega tes  an d  has an 
e x h ib i t i o n  space o f  b re a th ta k in g  p ro p o r t io n s .  

A L IA  has a la rge  s tand an d  w i l l  be p r o m o t ­

in g ,  u n d e r  th e  b a n n e r  A u s t ra l ia n  l ib ra r ie s :  

p a th w a y s  to  k n o w le d g e ,  A u s t r a l ia n  l i b ra r y  

s c h o la r s h ip ,  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  da taba ses ,  A L IA  

c o n fe r e n c e s ,  l i b r a r y  p r o m o t io n  c a m p a ig n s  
a n d  o u r  l ib ra r ies .  T h e  A L A  has its h e a d q u a r ­

te rs in C h ic a g o  b u t  m a in ta in s  an a d v o c a c y  

o f f i c e  in W a s h i n g t o n  in c lo s e  p r o x i m i t y  to  
th e  C a p i t o l .  W h i l e  in W a s h in g t o n  I w i l l  be 

s p e a k in g  a t  an in te rn a t io n a l  f o r u m  o n  a d v o ­
c a c y  a n d  a t t e n d in g  th e  s e m in a r  p r o g ra m  L i­

b ra ry  a d v o c a c y  n o w !  w h i c h  has a im s  s im i la r  

t o  o u r  L o b b y  fo r  lib ra r ie s .  W h i l e  it is h o p e d  

th a t  o u r  p re s e n c e  at th e  A L A  e v e n t  w i l l  f u r ­

th e r  e n h a n c e  o u r  in te rn a t io n a l  s ta n d in g ,  the 

g rea tes t  u t i l i t y  d e r ive s  f r o m  the  o p p o r t u n i t y  
to  e x c h a n g e  ideas and  thus a d v a n c e  o u r  o w n  

a d v o c a c y  e f forts .

T h e  A L IA  I n t e r n a t io n a l  R e la t io n s  C o m ­

m i t t e e  ( IRC) m e t  in C a n b e r r a  d u r i n g  A p r i l  
a n d  e n d o r s e d  th is  a c t i v i t y  in W a s h i n g t o n .  

T h e  IRC a lso  i d e n t i f i e d  a n u m b e r  o f  o p p o r ­

tu n i t ie s  to  assist l ib ra r ies  an d  l i b ra ry  assoc ia ­

t io n s  in o u r  re g io n .  A  re p o r t  o n  the se  in i t i a ­
t ives  w i l l  a p p e a r  in in C ite  la te r  th is  year.

Federal electoral strategy
A  federa l  e le c t io n  c o u ld  be he ld  at a n y  t im e  

f ro m  July th is  yea r  un t i l  ea r ly  in 19 99 .  A t  the 

t im e  o f  w r i t i n g  it is d i f f i c u l t  to  p re d ic t  the l ike ­

l ih o o d  o f  the e lec t ion  da te de p e n d in g  as it does 

on  the  success o f  the M a y  budge t ,  the  tax re­

fo r m  p a c k a g e  (to be a n n o u n c e d  s o m e t im e  

soo n  af ter th e  budge t ) ,  the  re s o lu t io n  o f  the 

w a te r f r o n t  s i tu a t io n  an d  the  so -c a l le d  'A s ian  

m e l t d o w n ' .  C o n s e q u e n t ly  w e  are p la n n in g  fo r 

a n u m b e r  o f  d i f fe ren t scenarios fo r  o u r  e lec t ion  

lo b b y in g  p rog ram . A t  the very  least w e  hope to 

be  a b le  to  target key in d iv id u a ls  an d  e le c to r ­

ates. O u r  message w i l l  be esse n t ia l ly  to  p ro ­

m o te  an unders tand ing  o f  the im p o r ta n t  ro le  o f  

l ib ra r ies  in the  d ig i ta l  in fo rm a t io n  re vo lu t io n .  

Thus, w h e n  matters  such as ce n so rsh ip  o f  the 

In ternet, fa ir  de a l ing  in c o p y r ig h t  mater ia ls  and 

fu n d in g  fo r  l ib ra r ies  ar ise, o u r  fed e ra l  p o l i t i ­

c ia n s  w i l l  a l re a d y  be g e n e ra l ly  f a m i l i a r  w i th  

o u r  concerns .

Internet Industry Association
T h o se  o rg a n is a t io n s  w h i c h  p r o v id e  In te rne t  

access (such as l ibraries) and those w h ic h  p ro-
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►  v i d e  In te rn e t  c o n n e c t i o n  s e rv ice s  (su ch  as 

th o s e  A L IA  p r o v id e s  t h o u g h  A L IA n e t )  fa c e  
th e  d i f f i c u l t  task  o f  c o n v in c i n g  so m e  p o l i t i ­

c ia n s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  g ro u p s  th a t  t h e  re ­

s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  i n f o r m a t io n  th a t  is 

acce ssed  m u s t  l ie  w i t h  th e  se rv ice  user an d  

th e  c o n te n t  p r o v id e r .  In the  case o f  c h i l d r e n  

u s in g  In te rn e t  se rv ice s  in l ib ra r ie s ,  t h a t  re ­

s p o n s ib i l i t y  m u s t  be assum ed by  pa ren ts  and 

g u a rd ia n s .  Just as l ib ra r ia n s  c a n n o t  be h e ld  

r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  w e l f a r e  o f  c h i l d r e n  le f t  

u n s u p e r v is e d  in l ib ra r ie s  as a s u b s t i tu te  fo r  

a f te r -sch o o l  care,  l ib ra r ians  c a n n o t  sup e rv ise  

a l l  the  i n fo rm a t io n  w h i c h  m a y  be v ie w e d  o n  

the  In te rn e t  b y  y o u n g  users. S im i la r l y ,  i f  w e  

p r o v i d e  In te rn e t  access  to  A L IA  m e m b e r s  
th o u g h  A L IA n e t ,  w e  c a n n o t  be  h e ld  r e s p o n ­

s ib le  f o r  th e  i n f o r m a t io n  w h i c h  m i g h t  be  

t r a n s m i t t e d  u s in g  o u r  b a n d w i d t h .  T o  p r o s ­

e c u te  s e r v ic e  p r o v id e r s  fo r  t h e  m a te r ia l  

w h i c h  is accessed th o u g h  th e i r  serv ices is the  

e q u i v a le n t  o f  s u in g  A u s t ra l ia  Post fo r  i l le g a l  

m a te r ia l  w h i c h  is c o n v e y e d  b y  m a i l .

T h e re fo re  w e  are d e v e lo p in g  a s t ra teg ic  

a l l i a n c e  w i t h  th e  In te rn e t  In d u s t ry  A s s o c ia ­
t io n  w h i c h  w i l l  assist us in t a c k l in g  these  is­

sues in th e  fu tu re .

1998 Federal Budget
A  re g u la r  fe a tu re  o f  o u r  a n n u a l  c a le n d a r  is 

the  p r o v is io n  o f  a b u d g e t  re p o r t  to  o u r  m e m ­

bers. O u r  re p o r t  o n  th e  1 2 M a y  b u d g e t  is in ­

c lu d e d  in th is  issue.

O u r  re la t io n s  w i t h  o u r  p o l i t i c i a n s  are 

im p o r ta n t  in s e c u r in g  in f lu e n c e  in th e  p o l i t i ­

ca l  p ro ce ss .  A r ts  M i n i s t e r  S e n a to r  R ic h a r d  

A ls to n 's  s u p p o r t  fo r  A u s t ra l ia n  L ib ra ry  W e e k  

w h i c h  w as  g r a p h ic a l ly  fea tu re d  on  th e  c o v e r  

o f  th e  A p r i l  in C ite  is pa r t  o f  th is  p rocess .  It 

w a s  h e a r te n in g  to  re c e iv e  a n u m b e r  o f  o th e r  

d e m o n s t ra t io n s  o f  s u p p o r t  f ro m  state an d  te r ­

r i t o r y  m in is te r s  w h i c h  w e r e  o r g a n is e d  by  

A L IA  b ran ch e s .

W e  s h o u ld  a ls o  n o te  th e  re c e n t  a n ­

n o u n c e m e n t  b y  th e  fed e ra l  g o v e r n m e n t  th a t  

c o p y r i g h t  la w  re fo rm  w i l l  i n c lu d e  fa i r  d e a l ­

in g  r ig h ts  f o r  d ig i t a l  c o p y  s i m i l a r  to  th o s e  

a v a i la b le  in the  ha rd  c o p y  fo r m a t .  T h is  o u t ­

c o m e  o w e s  a g rea t  dea l  to  the  e x c e l le n t  re p ­

re s e n ta t io n s  o v e r  th e  last f e w  yea rs  b y  th e  

AC LIS  c o p y r i g h t  o f f ic e r .  W e  lo o k  f o r w a r d  to  

c o n t i n u i n g  a n d  e n h a n c i n g  o u r  a d v o c a c y  

w o r k  as the  m e rg e r  w i t h  AC LIS  p ro c e e d s .  ■

. . . i f  we p rov ide  

In te rn e t  acceoe to  

A L I A  m e inhe re  th o u g h  

A L IA n e t ,  we c a n n o t he 

he ld  reoponoih le fo r  the  

in fo rm a t io n  w h ich  

m ig h t  he tra n o n u tte d  

l in in g  o u r  

b a n d w id th . ..

94 y ears y o u n g  a n d  still g row ing , we a re  now  lo ca ted  in 17 

c o u n tr ie s  as fa r  afie ld  as E n g la n d , H o lla n d , USA, S o u th  A m erica  an d  

h e re  in A ustra lia . Seven h u n d e rd  sta ff  look  a f te r  th e  n eed s  o f  o u r

lib ra ry  c o n su m ers  w orldw ide.

In o u r  c o n tin u in g  e ffo rts  to  im p ro v e  o u r  se rv ices to o u r  

A u s tra lian  a n d  New Z ea lan d  c lien ts  we a re  now  in a p o sitio n  to  o ffe r  a 

c o m p le te  ra n g e  o f  se ria l m a n a g e m e n t services.

G r o w i n g  b e a u t i f u l l y
At Swets we are  co n tin u a lly  w o rk in g  w ith  you to d ev e lo p  th e  

serv ices you n e e d  to h e lp  you m a n a g e  y o u r  se ria ls  co llec tio n  

effectively. T h e se  inc lude:

• SwetsNet - th e  s ing le  source fo r e lec tro n ic  se ria ls .

• FAST - o u r  jo u rn a l  co n so lid a tio n  service.

• DataSwets - o u r  o n -lin e  c u s to m e r  c o m m u n ic a tio n  link .

• SwetScan - o u r  e lec tro n ic  tab le  o f  co n te n ts  service.

If  you w ou ld  like to know  m o re  

ab o u t how  Swets can  he lp  you

w ith  y o u r se ria l n eed s , co n tac t
. „ .  . Swets Subscription Serviceay G laisyer. OC) .. , , ,  .. . ..J  ' 22 Blackwood Street, North Melbourne, Victoria 3051

Freephone: 1800 644 203, NZ Freefax: 0800 44 5363

S w e t s

e-mail: info@swets.com.au 
W W W  Home page: http://www.swets.nl
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