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T he C o m m o n w e a lth  la u n c h  o f  the  
E dN A  D ire c to ry  S ervice to o k  p lace  

on  28  N o ve m b e r and was presided 
o ve r b y  se n a to r C h r is to p h e r E lliso n  at 

M itc h e lto n  H ig h  S choo l in B risban e . 

Each sta te  and te r r i to ry  h e ld  separa te  

laun ches  th ro u g h o u t the  firs t tw o  w eeks 

o f D ecem ber. The launches w ere  the  c u l­

m in a tio n  o f m onths o f w o rk  by ed u ca tio n  

system s to  raise aw areness o f the  service , 

and e n co u ra g e  teachers  and studen ts  to 

su b m it sites fo r in c lu s io n  in the  d ire c to ry .

T h e  i d e a  o f  a n  o n - l i n e  
e d u c a t i o n  n e t w o r k
In itia te d  by  the  C o m m o n w e a lth  G o v e rn ­

m e n t in  1 9 9 5 , E dN A  is an idea , a b e lie f 

tha t tog e the r educa to rs  can do  th in gs  that 

are b ig g e r th a n  th e  e ffo rts  o f separa te  

un its .

In 1 9 9 6 , a ll A u s tra lia n  m in is te rs  o f 
e d u c a tio n , e m p lo y m e n t, t ra in in g  and 

yo u th  a ffa irs  a ff irm e d  th e ir  in ve s tm e n t in 

E dN A  as a n e tw o rk  fo r fo s te rin g  c o lla b o ­
ra tio n  and c o -o p e ra tio n  b e tw e e n  key 

e d u c a tio n  s take ho lde rs  in the  use o f  the 

In te rne t as a to o l fo r the  d e liv e ry  o f e d u ­
ca tio n  in A u s tra lia . A ll A u s tra lia n  e d u ca ­

t io n  sec to rs , sch o o ls  (g o v e rn m e n t and 

n o n -g o v e rn m e n t), v o c a tio n a l e d u c a tio n  
and tra in in g , h ig h e r e d u ca tio n  and a d u lt 

c o m m u n ity  e d u c a tio n  have  been  in ­

v o lv e d .

T h e  E d N A  
D i r e c t o r y  S e r v i c e
The v is ib le  sign o f  the  E dN A  c o lla b o ra ­

t io n  is the EdNA D ire c to ry  S erv ice. Th is  

In te rn e t site at h ttp :/ /w w w .e d n a .e d u .a u  

p ro v id e s  in fo rm a tio n  and services to  the  

w h o le  e d u c a tio n  c o m m u n ity . It is the  
A u s tra lia n  ed u ca tio n  a is le  in the  In te rne t 

superm arke t.

EdNA presents an A us tra lia n  pe rspec­

tiv e  fo r educato rs and tra ine rs , students, 
pa ren ts  and in d u s try . In the  p e r io d  b e ­

tw e e n  A p r il and N o v e m b e r 1 9 9 7 , th e  

n u m b e r o f eva lu a ted  sites lin k e d  to  the  

d ire c to ry  rose fro m  1 0 00  to  m o re  than  

5 0 0 0 . In the  sam e p e r io d , th e re  w e re  

m o re  than tw o  m il l io n  hits to  the  site.

From  the E dN A  D ire c to ry  S e rv ice  

scho o ls  can choose o n - lin e  resources to  

s u p p o rt any area o f  th e  c u r r ic u lu m , 

k n o w in g  tha t they have been se lected by 
A u s tra lia n  teachers fo r use w ith  A u s tra l­

ian s tuden ts ; v o c a tio n a l e d u c a tio n  and 

t ra in in g  students and  tea chers  can  fin d  

co u rse  in fo rm a t io n  o n - lin e ,  as w e ll as 
access ing  the in c re a s in g  n u m b e r o f 

courses tha t can be d e live re d  v ia  the  In ­

te rn e t; u n ive rs ity  students can loca te  re ­

sea rch , m a k in g  m a n y  lin k s  to  in d u s try . 

A ll students and teachers can f in d  a d is ­

cuss ion  g roup  to ta lk  to  o thers w ith  s im i­
la r s tudy interests, and c o n tin u e  lea rn ing , 

a fte r fo rm a l e d u ca tio n .

T h e  p i  a c e  o f  
l i b r a r i a n s h i p  i n  E d N A
In fo rm a tio n  and  in fo rm a t io n  se rv ice s  

m a nage m en t is at the  heart o f the  E dN A  

D ire c to ry  Service. EdN A has d e ve lope d  a 

m e ta d a ta  s ta n d a rd  (to  be fo u n d  on  th e  

site) based on  the  D u b lin  C ore , and the  
sch o o ls  sec to r in p a rtic u la r , has d o n e  a 

lo t o f  w o rk  on  c o n te n t and m a n age m en t 

s tan da rds . M e ta d a ta  on  E dN A  has a t­
tra c te d  som e a tte n tio n  bo th  in A u s tra lia  

and overseas.

A t the  c la s s if ic a tio n  end, the re  is s ig ­

n if ic a n t lia iso n  be tw een  the  O p e n  Learn­

ing  T e c h n o lo g y  C o rp o ra tio n , th e  E dN A  

S choo ls A d v is o ry  G ro u p  and the  C u rr ic u ­

lu m  C o rp o ra tio n  in re la tio n  to  SCIS sub ­

je c t  h e a d in g s , E dN A  m e tada ta  and re ­

la ted  ca ta lo g u in g  issues.

O f  p a r t ic u la r  in te re s t is th e  w a y , as 

E dN A  has e vo lve d , th a t the  c o lla b o ra tiv e  

s tru c tu re s  have  d ra w n , no t o n ly  on  a ll 

sec to rs  o f  e d u c a tio n , b u t on  a range o f 

e x p e rtis e  in th e  d e c is io n  m a k in g  and 

c o n s u lta tiv e  processes. The O p e n  Learn­
ing  T e c h n o lo g y  C o rp o ra tio n  B oard  and 

the  co m m itte e s  w h ic h  advise  th a t B oard, 
c o n ta in  a m ix  o f In fo rm a tion  T e chno lo gy , 

c u r r ic u lu m , a d m in is tra tiv e  and in fo rm a ­

tio n  m a nage m en t exp ertise  q u ite  u n iq u e  

in n a tio n a l e d u c a tio n  bod ies.

T h e  p o t e n t i a l
EdNA presents exc itin g  possib ilities fo r the 
A u s tra lia n  e d u c a tio n  c o m m u n ity . It was 

co n ce ive d  and a rticu la te d  be fore the a n ­

n o u n ce m e n t by T o ny  B la ir's  g o ve rnm en t 

o f the  N a tio n a l G rid  fo r Learn ing and the 

B ritish  lib ra ry  n e tw o rk . These B ritish  in i­

t ia tive s  in c o rp o ra te  te le c o m m u n ic a tio n s  

and ISP's w h ic h  EdN A does not.

The A u s tra lia n  e d u ca tio n  c o m m u n ity  

has been in v o lv e d  in and  c o m m itte d  to  
the  c o n c e p tio n  and d e v e lo p m e n t o f 

E dN A  to  an e x tra o rd in a ry  degree . There  

is no  o th e r c o u n try  in the  w o r ld  w h e re  a ll 

sectors o f e d u ca tio n  and all governm ents , 

have c o lla b o ra te d  in d e v e lo p in g  an o n ­

lin e  fra m e w o rk . In an o n - lin e  g lo b a l so­

c ie ty , w ith  an o n - lin e  e co n o m y , the  A us ­

tra lia n  e d u c a tio n  c o m m u n ity  can  use 

E dN A  to  p resent a co h e re n t im age to  the  

w o r ld ,  to  leve rage  se rv ice s , ga in  

syne rg ies  and  a ch ie v e  e co n o m ie s . A u s ­

tra lia n  s tud en ts  ga in  m o re  tra n s p a re n t 

serv ices and faste r access to  the m .

F i n d  o u t  m o r e
W e  exp e c t E dN A  to  c o n tin u e  to  g ro w . 

Y ou can v is it the  se rv ice  at h ttp :/ /  
w w w .e d n a .e d u .a u , p ro v id e  us w ith  feed ­

back, reg ister fo r w e e k ly  e -m a il a lerts to  

'W h a t's  n e w ' and suggested sites. ■

Cornmimity networking

A  m a jo r conference on low - 
cost e lectron ic  com m unity  
n etw ork ing  w ill be held in 

M elb ou rn e  in February 1998.

The Third  C om m unities  N et- 
w o rk in g /N e tw o rk in g  C om m unities  
C onference is being hosted by the  
Victorian  Association of Com m unity  
In fo rm ation  Centres and the V ic to ­
ria U n ivers ity  o f Technology. It  is 
being held on 2 7 -2 8  February at the 
St A lbans Cam pus o f the V ic to ria  
U niversity  o f Technology.

Dale Spender, consultant, educa­
tor, and author o f N a tte ring  on the 
ne t, and Randy Stoecker from  the  
U niversity  o f Toledo, O h io , a com ­
m un ity  n etw ork ing  action  re­
searcher and social theoris t w ill 
present the keynote addresses.

The conference w ill cover prac­

tical and theoretical issues in e lec­
tro n ic  com m unity netw orking; and 
an on-going electronic forum  on the  
w orld  w ide web w ill be established 
as part of the conference.

Themes to be explored include  
gender and electron ic  netw orking; 
tra in in g  for e lectron ic  access; the  
role o f public libraries in electronic  
netw orking; governm ent, com m u­
nity and business partnerships; con­
ten t regulation and m anagem ent o f 
com m unity  netw orks; and policy, 
planning, research and evaluation  
issues.

Further details are available from  
the V ic torian  Association o f C o m ­
m unity  Inform ation Centres, 4 /1 3 6  
Exhibition Street, M elbourne, V ic to ­
ria 3000; phone 03 9 6 5 0  5 3 2 2 ; fax 
03 9 6 5 0  5817; e-m ail vacic@ vicnet. 
net.au ■
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