
F o s t e r in g  c o m m u n it y  r e s o u r c e s
O PAI project m oving into top gear

A s part o f the G overnm ent's  O n lin e  

P ub lic  Access In itia tive  P ro ject 

A LIA  has rece ived  a gran t o f 
$100  000 from  the C o m m o n w e a lth  D e

pa rtm ent o f C o m m u n ica tio n  and the Arts 

on an industry  m a tch ing  basis, to  p rov ide  

the firs t op p o rtu n itie s  fo r access to  o n lin e  

services in five  rem ote A bo rig ina l co m m u 

nities.

The aims o f ou r OPAI p ro jec t are to:

• p rov ide  on lin e  access fo r people in five 

com m unities  w ho  have sought pa rtic ipa 

tion ;

• p rov ide  tra in in g  and skills  de ve lopm ent 

in accessing o n lin e  services to  these 

com m un ities ;

• enhance the range o f in fo rm a tio n  re

sources ava ilab le  to these com m unities ;

• enhance o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r en terprise, 
ed uca tion  and cu ltu ra l deve lopm en t in 

these com m un ities ; and

• deve lop  and im p lem en t models fo r p ro 

v id in g  o n lin e  access to  o th e r rem ote 

A b o rig in a l and Torres S trait Is lander 

com m unities .

Some com m un itie s  have a lready seen 

the benefits o f access to  o n lin e  in fo rm ation  
and in fo rm a tio n  ne tw ork ing . The In terne t 

a lone con ta ins over 300 hom e pages w ith  

links to A b o rig ina l Studies U nits at U n ive r

sities, languages, trad itiona l food plants, l i 

brary co llec tions, AIATSIS and ATSIC in fo r

m ation, and m edia and m usic news.

H ow eve r, few  rem ote co m m u n itie s  

have the necessary resources and expertise 

to  establish access. This p ro jec t focuses on 

the capac ity  to in troduce access to  new  in 

fo rm ation  resources. The pro ject is opening 

up on lin e  access to all the co m m u n ity  for 

educa tion , tra in ing , cu ltu ra l, recrea tiona l, 

health and business o p p o rtu n itie s . H ope 

fu lly , com m un ities  w ill then feel con fiden t 

enough to  create the ir ow n in fo rm a tio n , to 

ne tw o rk  w ith  o th e r co m m u n itie s  and to 

share in fo rm ation .

The im p lem en ta tion  o f the p ro jec t de

pends, fo r its success, on w ide  consu lta tion  

w ith  bodies such as ATSIC, ATSILIRN, 

AIATIS , state lib ra ries , loca l A b o r ig in a l 

com m unities, land councils  and other in ter

ested groups. D r G ordon Briscoe, an A b o 

rig in a l academ ic , a ttached to the  h is to ry

de partm ent o f the Research School o f So

c ia l Sciences at the A ustra lian  N a tiona l 

U n ive rs ity  in Canberra, is the consu lta tion  

co -o rd ina to r o f the project. G ordon is o r ig i

n a lly  from  the N o rthe rn  T e rrito ry . He is 

w e ll know n, most recently  fo r his research 

on A bo rig ina l health issues and w o rk  w ith  

the Trachom a Project and the Fred H o llow s 
Foundation .

P a rtic ipa ting  co m m u n itie s  m ust w an t 

and need the open access fa c ilit ie s . They 

must be able to lin k  re lia b ly  to te le com m u

n ications systems (for exam ple, some areas 

do  no t rece ive re lia b le  sa te llite  transm is

sion). They must have people w h o  are w i l l 

ing to be tra ined to access, manage and de

ve lo p  the o n lin e  access w ith in  the 

com m un ity . They must also be able to fund 

the ongo ing  costs o f te le com m u n ica tio ns , 

hardw are and software.

The com m unities  targeted fo r inclusion 

in the pro ject have not been con firm ed , but 
w ill p robab ly  be located in South Austra lia , 

the N orthern  T e rrito ry  and Q ueensland. If 

the in itia tive  is successful in these five com 

m unities, that success w ill encourage other 
com m un itie s  to acqu ire  o n lin e  access. ■

Educat ing 
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fo r  the 21 st 

century

S C H O O L  O F  I N F O R M A T I O N  M A N A G E M E N T  &  S Y S T E M S

( f o r m e r l y  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L i b r a r i a n s h i p ,  A r c h i v e s  a n d  R e c o r d s )

D o  y o u  w a n t  t o  u p g r a d e  y o u r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o r  t a k e  

a  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  s u b j e c t ?

offer: |

•  coursework and research programs in information 
management, librarianship, teacher librarianship, 
archives and records management

•  new Master of Information Management course

•  new Graduate Diploma in Information Management 
with Librarianship,Teacher Librarianship and 
Recordkeeping streams

•  full-time or part-time study

•  flexible delivery options -  on campus and 
distance education

•  mid-year entry

•  single subject enrolment

For information please contact:

Phone: (03) 9905 2959 

Fax: (03) 9905 2952
Email: desk@sims.monash.edu.au
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