
C o n fe ren ce  update

South Australia becomes the 
‘knowledge state* in October!
S outh A ustra lia  is set to b eco m e  the 

k n o w le d g e  s ta te  w hen  librarians from 
across the cou n try  con ve rg e  on A d 

e la id e  for the 1998 A L IA  B ien n ia l C o n fe r
ence, in O ctober.

The con ference  com m ittee is expecting 
up to 2000 delegates to attend, and registra
tions are on target to a ch ieve  this goal, a c 
cord ing  to con ference con ven or D i Booker.

'W e  are m ore than pleased w ith  the re
sponse to the co n fe ren ce  program , w h ic h  
w as re leased in Ju n e ,' she said. 'D e legates 
are o b v iou s ly  taking advantage of the early  
bird registration fees,' D i said.

A d e la id e  9 8 :  P a th w a y s  to  k n o w le d g e  
prom ises to be a co n fe ren ce  that has re l
e v a n ce  for e v e ryo n e  in the lib ra ry  p rofes
sion.

'W e  designed a b iennial conference pro
gram that w o u ld  appea l to a ll A L IA  m em 
bers, ' D i said. 'W e  d e lib e ra te ly  set out to 
appeal to lib rarians and techn ic ians , in all 
career stages.'

'Fo r the first tim e w e  are attem pting  a 
pre-conference fringe program  that features 
the experienced  mem bers of our profession;

and is a im ed  at inspiring the younger m em 
bers of our profession.'

The con ference is a good exam ple of 'he 
w h o  w rites can  speak ', featuring  an ab u n 
d an ce  of a cco m p lish ed  authors am ong the 
keyno te  speakers.

The conference features influential social 
com m entato rs (and authors) Ph illip  Adam s 
and D on  Edgar, and overseas library identity 
(and author) M ich a e l G o rm an . If you ever 
w an ted  to have your first ed ition  of A n g lo -  
A m e r ic a n  C a ta lo g u in g  R u le s  autographed , 
here 's you r chan ce !

The program  a lso  features som e high 
ach ieve rs  w h o  have bu ilt interesting careers 
on the strong foundations of a lib rary back 
ground.

Fij M ille r  is a form er teacher and lib rar
ian w h o  is now  the successfu l co-ow ner of 
A d e la id e 's  p o pu la r ch ild re n 's  bookshop , 
Kidsbooks. In her 'spare ' tim e Fij is the Sm all 
Bus iness A d vo ca te  for South  A ustra lia , 
depu ty  cha ir of the Libraries Board  of South 
A ustra lia , and has cha ired  tw o  of the most 
successfu l A d e la id e  W r ite rs ' W e e k  pro 
grams, during her seven years on the co m 
mittee.

Have you booked 
your breakfast?
In form ation  Literacy Special Interest G roup

The Inform ation Literacy Specia l Interest G ro u p  w as form ed in 1998. 
It currently has 115 members and is still grow ing. Flere are som e facts 
about the m em bersh ip :

• institutional members: schools: 5; T A FE : 3; special libraries: 3; pub 
lic  lib raries: 3; universities: 2.

• personal mem bers: schools: 26; T A FE : 18; special libraries: 3; pub- 
lic/state libraries: 6; universities: 24; self em p loyed : 1; lib rary  edu- 
cators/trainers: 4; political party: 1; international m em ber: 2; sector 
not specified : 14.

A  questionnaire w ill be circu la ted  shortly canvassing possib le a c 
tivities, com m un ication  processes, and particu lar inform ation literacy 
interest. If you are not yet a m em ber of the special interest group, but 
w o u ld  like to be kept inform ed, p lease con tac t D i Booker, e-m ail 
d ibooker@ tafe .sa .edu .au , or fax 08 8207 8249.

H a v e  you booked for the Inform ation L ite racy  Spec ia l Interest 
G ro u p  breakfast during the A L IA  B ienn ia l C o n fe ren ce? The venu e  
is the beautiful G lasserie  at the C onven tion  C en tre  at 7 :30-8:45am  
on W e d n e sd ay  28 O ctober. T ick  the box (code  SF8) on the con fe r
en ce  registration form or con tact the con fe ren ce  organisers to m ake 
a booking, H artley  M anagem ent G rou p , phone 08 8363 4399, or 
e-mail hm g@ hartleym gt.com .au .

M a iread  B ro w n e  is a high-profile library 
ed u ca to r w ith  a strong h is to rica l in v o lv e 
m ent w ith  A L IA  and the A m erican  L ib rary  
A sso c ia tio n , in c lu d in g  the A L IA  Board  of 
Ed u ca tion  and a stint as state p res ident of 
N e w  South  W a le s  b ranch  (1988). M a iread  
has just been elected  to the position on A L IA  
v ice-p residen t 1999. She is a long-serving 
and h igh ly respected m em ber of the council 
o f the N ational L ib rary  of Australia .

M a ire a d 's  keyn o te  address w ill  be 
focussed on the them e 'T h re a t  o r  p r o m is e ? 
T h e  in fo r m a t io n  s o c ie ty  a n d  th e  in fo r m a t io n  
p r o fe s s io n . ' H er research interests are in the 
areas of in fo rm ation  and decis ion-m ak ing ; 
eva luation  of inform ation services; the future 
of the inform ation profession; and inform a
tion po licy . M a iread  is curren tly  professor of 
inform ation  studies and dean of the U n iv e r 
sity G rad u a te  Sch o o l at the U n iv e rs ity  of 
T echno logy , Sydney. She conducts research 
lo ca lly  and overseas and her keynote is one 
not to be missed!

Ji l lia n  D e llit  has a backg round  as 
teach e r, lib rarian , p r in c ip a l, and teachers ' 
centre m anager. She is curren tly  responsib le 
for the strategy, p o lic y  and  m arketing  of 
Ed u cation .A u  L im ited , the com p an y  w h ich  
no w  m anages Ed N A .

She, too, is a l iv e ly  and ex p erienced  
speaker, and prom ises a session that is in 
form ative , interesting and challeng ing . ■
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