
Hellfire Pass revisited
I n 1 943 Hugh C larke  w as an A ustra l

ian prisoner of w a r (P O W )  in Burm a, 
fo rced  to w o rk  on the Burm a-Thai- 

land ra ilw ay. O n e  of the few  men w h o  
survived  a stint w o rk ing  on the no to ri
ous 'H e llf ire  Pass', Hugh C larke 's w a r 
tim e experiences b ecam e  the 
inspiration for thirteen books and innu 
m erab le short stories and articles. D e 
scribed as 'our forem ost ch ro n ic le r of 
the experiences of those w h o  suffered 
as prisoners of the Jap an ese ', H ug h 's  
descrip tions of life as a W o r ld  W a r  II 
P O W  have touched  genera tions of 
Australians and helped us understand 
this very  d isturbing chap ter in our na 
tion 's history.

Hugh C la rke  passed a w a y  in N o 
vem b er 1996 and in A p ril 1998 his 
w id ow , Pat C larke, w as one m em ber of 
the A ustra lian  con tin g en t o f fo rm er 
P O W s  and the ir spouses to re-visit 
H e llfire  Pass for the open ing  of a m e
m orial site ded icated  to the thousands 
of Australian, European and Asian pris

oners of w ar. The travel agency organ 
ising the trip w as W o r ld  H o lidays  w h o  
produced, a long w ith  various other bits 
of paraphen ila  and inform ation  about 
the infam ous ra ilw ay , a b rochure en ti
tled H e l l f i r e :  th e  s to ry  o f  o n e  m a n 's  s u r 
v iv a l  o f  th e  B u r m a - T h a i la n d  D e a th  
R a ilw a y  by John  W H  (B ill) Toon.

W h e n  Pat C larke  opened  the bro 
chure to read about the experience of a 
man w ho , like her husband, seemed to 
have survived the unthinkable, she w as 
shocked and horrified to instead read 
her husband's ow n  experiences, stories 
and anecdotes.

The parts of B ill T o o n 's  book le t 
w h ich  are d irec tly  cop ied  from Hugh 
C larke 's  w ork, 'O f  elephants and m en' 
(in T h e  B u r m a - T h a i la n d  R a i lw a y , Erica 
Press, 1993) are chapters three, four 
and five. Pat C larke  says, 'These ch ap 
ter are in fact a first-person accoun t of 
m y husband 's  exp eriences  at Konyu  
Cutting (H e llf ire  Pass) in 1943 and of

the period im m ed iate ly  p reced ing  and 
fo llow ing  that. They are not in a n y  w ay  
the experiences of B ill Toon but are 
headed "B i l l 's  experiences of tlhe years 
in h e ll" . '

Pat approached  B ill Toon w h o  im 
m ediately admitted that he had d irectly 
cop ied  Hugh C larke 's w ork. H e  agreed 
to the distribution of a statem ent to that 
effect to the m em bers of the A N Z A C  
D ay  tour and he assured Pat that the re
m aining copies of the booklet w o u ld  be 
destroyed. Pat also contacted  the  pub
lisher and ed itor of the book le t, Peter 
W ind so r, w h o  sent her an ap o lo g y  for 
a 'possib le  infringem ent of co p y rig h t' 
and assurances that any remain ing cop 
ies held by W o rld  H o lidays w o u ld  like
w ise  be destroyed.

Un fortunate ly , the booklet had a l
ready been w id e ly  distributed through 
out Australia  (particu larly  in V ic to ria ), 
m ade part of P O W  co llections in librar
ies and inc luded  in tim e capsu les. The 
H e llfire  Pass M useum  in Tha iland  d is
p layed a prom inent quotation o f Hugh 
C larke  attributed to B ill Toon and the 
book le t in question  is being  used as 
background for a film  on P O W s .

Pat says, 'I find it extrem ely distress
ing to read my husband 's experiences, 
his first-person a cco u n t of them , and 
his ind ividual attitude to life as a pris
oner reproduced as the experiences of 
another person'.

Pat has written to the d irector of the 
Austra lian  W a r  M em o ria l, the M in iste r 
for Veterans' Affairs, a m em ber of the 
W a r  M em oria l C o un c il and o ffic ia ls  of 
the Returned Serv ices League and ex- 
P O W  associations.

She has sought legal ad v ice  and is 
w ork ing  w ith  the Austra lian  So c ie ty  of 
A uthors to ensure that her husband 's  
w o rk  and w ords are co rre c tly  a ttrib 
uted.

In the m eantim e, she asks all m em 
bers of the Austra lian  lib rary co m m u 
nity to assist her by rem oving  any co p 
ies they m ay have of B ill Toon 's  book 
and forw ard ing them to the Austra lian  
So c ie ty  of Authors w h e re  they can  be 
stored for use as e v id e n ce , or d e 
stroyed.

Pat C larke  says, 'W h a t  I w o u ld  like 
is an apo logy by the publisher and au 
thor advertised  in such jou rna ls  as 
B a rb e d  w ir e  a n d  b a m b o o ,  M u f t i ,  R e v 
e i l le  and the Australian  W a r  M em o ria l 
period ica l, W a r t im e . m

New system for 
South Australian 
public libraries
P L A IN  (P ublic  L ibraries A u to 

m ated  In fo rm a tio n  N e t 
w o rk ) C e n tra l S ervices is a 

c o s t-e ffe c tiv e  c e n tra lly  a u to 
m ated  o n lin e  acqu is ition s , c a ta 
log u in g  and  processing  se rv ice  
supporting  1 3 8  p ub lic  lib raries  in 
South A u s tra lia . T h e  re lease o f  
the  PLA IN  system in 1991 saw an  
auto m ated  n etw o rked  lib ra ry  en 
v iro n m e n t successfully laun ched  
th ro u g h o u t a ll p ub lic  lib ra ries  in  
th e  state. The n e tw o rk e d  system  
highlighted the  unique position o f  
P LA IN  C en tra l Services in setting  
th e  s tan dard  fo r  a u to m a te d  l i 
b rary  netw orks  in A u stra lia .

An analysis o f the  c u rre n t sys
tem  h ighlighted  a need fo r an up
g rade in h a rd w a re  and s o ftw are  
to  im p ro v e  p e rfo rm a n c e  and  
fu n c tio n a lity  w h ic h  w ill c a te r fo r  
th e  g ro w in g  needs o f lib ra ries  in 
South A u s tra lia . The P L A IN  D e 
v e lo p m e n t P ro je c t is n o w  
und erw ay  to  design a n ew  system

w h ic h  w ill m ee t th e  needs o f us
ers tak in g  advan tage  o f lead in g- 
edge techno logy, w h ile  p rovid ing  
P L A IN  C e n tra l Services w ith  a 
fle x ib le  so lu tion  to  both  c u rre n t  
and fu tu re  needs.

C ustom ised  S o ftw a re  S o lu 
tions, a C an b e rra  based in te rn e t  
consultancy com pany, have w on  
the  co n trac t to  com ple te  Phase II 
o f th e  P L A IN  D e v e lo p m e n t  
Project.

A n e w  ap p ro a c h  has been  
chosen to  d eve lo p  th e  s o ftw are . 
The users sit dow n  to g e th er w ith  
the  so ftw are  deve lopers , setting  
standards and  b u ild in g  o rig in a l 
m odels . T he  users see th e  so ft
w a re  a t every  stage o f its d e v e l
o p m en t, w ith  changes be in g  in 
corpo ra ted  d urin g  d eve lo p m en t. 
The advantage is a fin ished p ro d 
uct w h ic h  reflects  the  c lien ts ' re 
q u ire m e n ts  and  is a c h ieved  
w ith in  a c o m p a ra tiv e ly  short 
tim e-span . ■
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