
Calling physics, 
astronomy and 
mathematics librarians
Jeanette Regan, international relations com m ittee, PAM  division, 
Special Libraries Association

C urrent issues of lib ra ry  m aga
z ines and jou rna ls  are filled  
w ith  terms such as netw orking, 

g lobalisation , and articles on the shar
ing of inform ation and being prepared 
for the co n seq u en ces  of constan t 
change.

C o m m u n ica tio n  w ith  co lle ag u es 
and clients has becom e im perative  to 
ensure that w e  provide inform ation in 
the most expedient w ay .

Today e-mail has replaced m uch of 
our form al w ritten  co m m u n ica t io n s , 
and phone ca lls  have rep laced  m any 
meetings, but the best form of co m m u 
n ication  is still through the m eeting of 
like-m inded peop le , in face-to-face 
situations. The m ore form al forums of 
conferences, meetings and sem inars all 
p rovide these opportunities. O ften  this 
w ill necessitate our trave lling  to other 
cities or even other countries, and these 
con ferences enab le  us to m eet others 
w ith o u t the pressures of w o rk  or our 
normal hom e environm ent —  giving us 
the time to think more broadly of the is
sues that surround our d a ily  routines.

In A p ril 1998 as co-cha ir of an 
open forum  at the con ference , Library 
and information services in astronomy 
III, I raised the question of hold ing 'v ir 
tual' conferences rather than a 'no rm al' 
conferences. The question w as also put 
o ve r a d iscussion  list. The responses? 
An o ve rw h e lm in g  support for 're a l' 
conferences by those w h o  w ere  ab le to 
attend the co n fe ren ce , perhaps eve ry  
three or four years and som e support 
for 'v ir tu a l' co n fe ren ces  in b e tw een  
them . Those unab le  to attend gave an 
overw he lm ing  response for the 'v irtua l' 
co n fe ren ce  and the 're a l' co n fe ren ce  
cam e in second p lace.

In 1972 the physics, astronom y and 
m athem atics lib ra rians estab lished  
P A M  d iv is ion  of the Sp ec ia l L ib raries 
A ssoc ia tion  and those in vo lved  w ith  
the com p ute r sc iences  jo in ed  this 
group at a later time. The m ain form of 
co m m u n ica t io n  w as v ia  the regular

p u b lica tio n  of a b u lle tin . In Feb ruary  
1989 the first m essages w ere  sent out 
on the d iscussion list, PA M ne t w h ich  is 
as vital today as it ever has been. M e m 
bers of PA M  o ffic ia lly  advise publishers 
on all aspects o f their pub lications, in 
c lud ing  copyrigh t, docum ent de livery , 
pric ing and how  different groups of li
braries can  form w o rth w h ile  consortia. 
These m em bers then report to P A M  
and PA M net.

The benefits o f be long ing  to like- 
m inded groups are great, and know ing  
that you can  have  the op p o rtun ity  to 
meet in person w ith  co lleagues is also 
gratifying. For this reason, the in terna
tional re lations com m ittee  of P A M  is 
w ork ing  w ith  A L IA  to establish a group 
w ith in  the Asia-Pacific Region. PA M net 
is open to non-PA M  d ivis ion  m em bers 
and details for jo in ing  are a va ilab le  at: 
h ttp :/ / p a n th e o n  .y a le .e d u / ~ d s te rn /  
pam net.h tm l. If you  have  an y  o ther 
queries, then p lease contact one of the 
fo llow ing  com m ittee  m em bers:

N a n cy  A nderson , U n ive rs ity  of lllno is 
at U rbana-C ham paign , M a th em atic  
L ib rary , 216 A ltg e ld  H a ll, 1409 W  
G reen  Street, U rb a n a , IL 61801- 
291 7, U n ited  States o f A m erica , e- 
m ail: n d an d ers@ u iu c .ed u ;

Barbara  C hu , Phys ics  D epartm en t L i
brary, U n iv e rs ity  o f Toronto , 60 St 
George St, Toronto, O ntario , C anada 
M 5 S  1A7, e-m ail b ch u @ p h ys ics . 
u toronto.ca;

U ta  G ro thkop f, Eu ropean  Sou thern  
O b se rva to ry  L ib rary , Karl- 
Sch w arz sch ild -S tr 2, 85748
G arch ing , G erm an y , e-mail eso !ib@  
eso.org;

Katy N e lson , M cPh erson  Library, U n i
vers ity  o f V ic to r ia , P O  Box 1800, 
V ic to r ia , B ritish  C o lu m b ia , C an ad a  
V 8 W  3H 5 , e-m ail: k a jn @ u v ic .ca ; or

Jeanette Regan, Strom lo Library (A N U ), 
Private  Bag, W esto n  C reek P O  A C T  
2611, A us tra lia , e-m ail: jeanette . 
regan@ anu.edu .au  ■
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