
Children s librarians 
recognised at conference
T he presentation of the Bess T h o ­

mas and M arjorie  Cotton Aw ards 
by the N ationa l C h ild ren 's  and 

Youth  Se rv ices  Section  of A L IA  took 
p lace during the A L IA  B ienn ia l C on fe r­
ence in A dela ide .

The aw ards recognise the w o rk  of 
tw o  p ioneer C h ild ren 's  lib rarians from 
N e w  South W a le s . The Bess Thom as 
aw ard  w as presented to T racy  G ibson , 
young peop les lib rarian  from  Logan 
C ity  C o u n c il L ib rary. The aw ard  w ill 
a llo w  com petition  w inn e rs  o f the 'L i ­
braries, young  p eo p le 's  story w rit in g  
com petition ' to extend their skills and 
future deve lopm ent by attendance at a 
creative w riting workshop, the leader to 
be a w e ll-kn ow n  youn g  p eo p le 's  a u ­
thor.

The M a rjo r ie  Cotton  A w a rd  w as 
presented to N a re lle  Pou lton , c h i l ­
dren's and youth services librarian w ith  
C entra l N orthern  L ib raries, based at 
Tam w orth  in N e w  South  W a le s . The 
se rv ice  covers  a g eog raph ic  area  of 
44 328 sq km, w ith  tw enty-three 
branches scattered throughout tw e lve  
local governm ent areas.

The aw ard  recogn ises N a re lle 's  
contribution to develop ing , im plem ent­
ing and prom oting  se rv ices to young  
people in her library service. Ch ild ren 's 
Book W e e k  invo lves N a re lle  travelling  
1800 kms to reach 1 650 ch ild ren  and 
teachers, m aking a specia l effort to 
reach rem ote schools.

N a re lle  has p rom oted  the use of 
techn o lo g y  throughout the region 
through the use of a travelling  PC . This 
PC  is loaded  w ith  so ftw are  and CD- 
R O M s  and set up for short stays at

b ranch  lib raries that have  lim ited  a c ­
cess to techno logy.

The aw ard  recognises N are lle 's  a c ­
tive  partic ipation  in co-operative net­
w orks —  she encouraged  the integra­
tion of the State Lib rary o f N e w  South 
W a le s ' In fo c u s  resource  and L iv e  th e  
fu tu re  p roject into the w h o le  region.

A  feature of N a re lle 's  career has 
been the sharing of ideas and expertise, 
and encouragem ent and support of o th­
ers. N a re lle  has nurtured m any staff 
m em bers through the first steps of sto­
rytelling, and she loves the opportunity 
to help  out w ith  a storyte lling session. 
Professional storytellers have been in­
vited  to the region to present storytell­
ing w orkshops, help ing  to bu ild  even 
greater staff con fidence.

N a re lle  assists, prom otes and en ­
courages young students to participate 
in the Tam w orth  Lib rary Association 's 
W rite rs  Festival program  for ch ild ren . 
She also co-ordinated the Nestle W r ite  
around Australia project in 1997 for the 
North W e s t Zone , in w h ich  some 300 
entries w ere  submitted, and workshops 
arranged w ith  author Nata lie  Jane Pryor 
as facilitator.

N are lle  has ach ieved  a high profile 
lib rary  se rv ice  to ch ild ren  and young 
peop le through her ded icated , enthusi­
astic and crea tive  w ork  in the regional 
lib rary service , rece iv ing  m uch p u b lic ­
ity for the serv ice  in the local new spa­
per.

Th is aw ard  h ighlights the w ork  of 
an in n o va tive , en thusiastic  lib rarian , 
w h o  w orks w ith  lim ited  resources to 
m ake an im pact on the next generation 
of readers and library users. ■
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Announcing Australia's 
first accredited 

Internet training course

T R A I N  T H E  
IN T E R N E T  T R A IN E R 1

This 3-day, hands on course will
- increase your Internet knowledge
- improve your presentation skills
- help you deliver workplace training

This is a Nationally 
Accredited Course 
comprising Internet 
Fundamentals and 
Course in Workplace 
Training Category 1

For session tim es and bookings, call

1 8 0 0  0 3 9  0 9 8

3 C 7
Internet Training Institute

A member of the Infosentials Group

Y 2 K  c o d e  o f  p r a c t i c e  i s s u e d

Standards Australia has just issued a new 'Code of practice' on year 2000 
conformity for small and medium size enterprises to help the sector bet­
ter tackle the millennium bug.

Endorsed by the Federal Governm ent's Y2K Industry Program, the 
code of practice (HB120— 1998) gives non-technical, easy-to-understand 
guidance on how to manage the year 2000 problem.

The new code of practice helps small and medium size enterprises 
identify where they may have a problem and the extent of that problem. 
It also takes them through critical management issues such as the impact 
on their business, solution strategies, where to get help, and testing.

Copies of the code of practice are available from Standards Australia 
offices in all state capitals.

Nationally Recognised 
Training
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