
m eetings. Location : The C o ffee  
Shop, A lexander Library Building, 
Perth, W A , 5pm  on 23/4, 28/5, 
25/6, 23/7, 27/8, 24/9, 22/10. 
N e w  com m itte  m em bers and/or 
observers/visitors to  Perth , w e l
com e. C ontact: Jo yce  Steveni, ph 
08 9366 4746, fx 08 9366 4779, 
steven ij@ eec.com .au

• 2/4 WA Branch. M ento ring  
so iree/in fo rm ation  even ing. 
5:30pm  fo r 6pm . Rosie 
O 'G ra d y 's , upstairs, 205 Jam es  
S tre e t N o rthb rid ge . RSVP: M a r 
g are t Jones, ph 08 9360  2513
m jones@ portia .m urdoch.edu.au

• 8/4 WA Specials section Li
brary of th e  m o n th  —  W a te r  
C o rpora tio n  L ibrary Info rm ation  
Services. V enu e: 629 N ew castle  
Street, Leederville. Tim e: 5:30pm  
fo r 6pm. RSVP: Jan e t M egarrity, 
ph 08 9420  2865, lib ra ry®  
w ate rco po ratio n .co m .au

• 22/4 WA Specials section In 

t r a n e t  f o r u m .  3 guest speakers. 
V e n u e : T iw est Jo in t Ven tu re , 
Techn o lo gy Park, Bentley . Time: 
5 7pm . Cost: $15 Specials, $20  
o th er A L IA  m em bers (includes re- 
freshem ents). RSVP: Ling Heang, 
ph 0418  941 861,
H E A N G S L @ b ig fo o t.c o m . P ay 
m ent m ust be received by 3/4.

• 27/4-16/11 WA Special Li
braries section. Co m m ittee  
m eetings. 27/4, 25/5, 29/6, 27/7, 
31/8, 28/9, 26/10, 16/1 1. 5:30  
6:30pm . V en u e : To be advisied. 
C o n ta ct: Ling H eang , ph 0418  
941 861, H EA N G SL@ b ig foo t.com

• 3/5 WA Local Studies sec
tion. A u s t r a l ia n  L ib r a r y  W e e k  —  
P in jarra  co ach  tour. Departs  
8.30am , H eritage House, M ends  
Street, Sou th  Perth. Sou th  of the  
river p ickup  p o in t a t M urd o ch  
Park and Ride Sta tion  at 8 :50am . 
Lunch included. Cost: $30 A L IA  
m em bers, $35 non-m em bers. 
C o n tact: Jen n i W o o d ro ffe , 9/85 
So u th  Terrace C om o, W A  6152, 
ph 08 9367 4759. R SVP by 22/4.

• 8/5 WA Specials section L i

b r a r y  w e e k  b r e a k f a s t .  M yste ry  
Speaker. V enu e : C o C o 's , South- 
sho re Centre , 85 The Esplanade, 
So u th  Perth. T im e: 7 .30pm . Cost: 
$20. C o n ta c t: N a ta rsh a  Lakom- 
ski, ph  08  9 31 4  1695,
co b rn3 @ icene t.com .au  (attn : N a
ta rsha ) and then send chegue to  
PO  Box 7582, C lo is te rs  Sguare, 
W A  6850. R SVP by 6/5.

continued next page...

M a k i n g  n e w s  

a r o u n d  A u s t r a l i a

Selected reprints from  newspapers and magazines in recent m onths...

T h e  c e r e b r a l  s h a m e  o f  b o y s  g a m e s

C h r is to p h e r B a n tic k , Courier M a il (B risb an e ), 
19 M a rc h  1 9 9 8

W ith  fo u r  m il l io n  A u s tra lia n s  u s in g  c o m p u t

ers a t h o m e  a n d  m o re  th a n  $1 b i l l io n  d o lla rs  

spen t a n n u a lly  o n  to ys  (w ith  th e  to p  tw o  s e ll

ers b e in g  N in te n d o  6 4  a n d  S o n y  P la y  s ta 

t io n ) ,  a q u e s tio n  b e in g  f r e q u e n t ly  aske d  is, 

'H o w  is th is  a f fe c t in g  A u s tra lia n  c h i ld r e n 's  

re a d in g  h a b its ? ' In  1 9 9 6  th e  A u s tra l ia n  

B ro a d c a s tin g  A u th o r i ty  a n d  th e  O f f ic e  o f  
F ilm  a n d  L ite ra tu re  C la s s if ic a t io n  c o m m is 

s io n e d  a su rve y  in to  c h ild re n 's  le is u re  a c t iv i

ties . T h e y  fo u n d  th a t w h i le  tw e n ty -n in e  p e r 

c e n t o f  b o ys  a n d  e ig h te e n  p e r c e n t o f  g ir ls  

p la y e d  c o m p u te r  gam es, fo r ty -s ix  p e r c e n t o f  

g ir ls  re a d , w h i le  o n ly  e ig h te e n  p e r c e n t o f  
boys  d o  so.

S te p h e n  M a tth e w s , a fo rm e r  te a c h e r - l i 

b ra r ia n , P r im a ry  S ch o o l p r in c ip a l a n d  n o w  a 

c h ild re n 's  lite ra tu re  c o n s u lta n t,  says th a t th e  
p r im a ry  d a n g e r  o f  c o m p u te r  g a m e s  is th a t 

th e y  p ro m o te  th e  e ro s io n  o f  c h ild re n 's  im a g i
n a t io n s , th ro u g h  a 'p o in t - a n d - c l ic k '  a p 

p ro a c h , ru d im e n ta ry  a n d  u n s u b tle  s to ry lin e s  

and  g ra tu ito u s  v io le n c e .

C o m p u te r  gam es are  d e s ig n e d  to  h o ld  a t
te n t io n  a n d  d o  n o t e n c o u ra g e  a sense o f  re 

f le c t io n  a n d  th o u g h tfu ln e s s . F or b o ys , th is  is 

a c r i t ic a l issue, he  says.

I r i s h  h o n o u r  

v i n d i c a t e s  A u s s i e  a u t h o r
M u r ra y  W a ld re n ,  The W eekend Australian, 
14 M a rc h  1 9 9 8

The g lade w ith in  the grove, b y  A u s tra l ia n  

n o v e lis t  D a v id  F os te r, has re c e n t ly  b e e n  

s h o r t - l is te d  fo r  th e  w o r ld 's  r ic h e s t l i te r a r y  
p r iz e  fo r  f ic t io n .

T h e  In te rn a t io n a l Im p a c  D u b lin  L ite ra ry  
A w a rd ,  w o r th  A U D  $ 2 0 0  0 0 0 , has a n 

n o u n c e d  th a t th e  A u s tra lia n  b o o k  is a m o n g  

ten  n o v e ls  se le c te d  fro m  85  t it le s  s u b m itte d  

fro m  a ro u n d  th e  w o r ld .  T h e  a w a rd  is n o w  in 

its th ird  ye a r, h a v in g  been  w o n  in 1 9 9 6  b y  

a n o th e r  A u s t ra l ia n ,  D a v id  M a lo u f ,  fo r  h is  

n o v e l Rem em bering Babylon  w h i le  la s t 

y e a r 's  w a s  a w a rd e d  to  S p a in 's  Jav ie r M a r ia s  
fo r  A  heart so white.

T he  w in n e r  o f  th is  ye a r's  a w a rd  w i l l  be a n 

n o u n c e d  on  18 M a y  and  th e  w in n in g  a u th o r 
f lo w n  to  D u b lin  fo r  the  ce re m o n y . Foster says 

he is d e lig h te d  to  be s h o rt- lis te d , say ing  th a t it 

a n sw e rs  to  a c o te r ie  o f  c r it ic s  here w h o  c o m 

p la in e d  th a t h is b o o k  w as to o  d if f ic u lt .

S t a t e  l i b r a r y  p o u n c e s  

o n  n e w  t e c h n o l o g y
Southern News, 5 M a rc h  1 9 9 8

T h e  State L ib ra ry  o f  Q u e e n s la n d  w i l l  re c e iv e  

a $ 2 .7  m i l l io n  c o m p u te r  p la t fo rm  to  c re a te  

an o n - l in e  in fo rm a t io n  n e tw o rk  fo r  th e  state.

D es S te p h e n s , Q u e e n s la n d  s ta te  l ib r a r 

ia n , sa id  th a t th e  p la t fo rm  w i l l  e n a b le  th e  l i 

b ra ry  to  d e c e n tra lis e  its e le c t ro n ic  reso u rce s  

a n d  d ig it is e  p a rts  o f  th e  p r in t -  a n d  p h o to 

g ra p h ic -b a s e d  c u ltu ra l h e rita g e  c o lle c t io n s .

L i b r a r y  s t i l l  t h e

h o m e  p a g e  f o r  t h e  y o u n g

R od  B o u c h e r,  The H obart M ercury, 
10  M a rc h  1 9 9 8

T h e  re c e n t s u m m e r re a d in g  c a m p a ig n , C h ill 
out this sum m er at your loca l library, run  by  

th e  S tate  L ib ra ry  o f  T a s m a n ia , s h o w e d  e n 
c o u ra g in g  h a b its  a m o n g  y o u n g  reade rs .

M o re  th a n  6 0 0  T a s m a n ia n  c h ild re n  p a r

t ic ip a te d  in  th e  p ro g ra m , w h ic h  h a d  th e m  
v is it in g  th e ir  lo c a l l ib ra ry  a n u m b e r  o f  tim e s  

d u r in g  th e  s u m m e r a n d  m a in ta in in g  a re a d 

in g  lo g  b o o k . S io b h a n  G a s k e ll,  T a s m a n ia 's  
l ib r a r y  s e rv ic e s  d ir e c to r ,  sa id  th a t so m e  o f 

th e  s m a lle r  l ib ra r ie s  had  fa r b e tte r  responses 

th a n  e x p e c te d  a n d  th a t th e  succe ss  o f  th e  

p ro g ra m  in d ic a te s  th a t b o o ks  a re  s t i l l  p o p u 
la r  w ith  th e  y o u n g .

M s G a s k e ll fu r th e r  sa id  th a t c o n tra ry  to  

p o p u la r  b e lie f, o n - lin e  in fo rm a tio n  and  c o m 

p u te r  te c h n o lo g y  w a s  a c tu a l ly  e n c o u ra g in g  

b o o k  re a d in g  and  th e  use o f  th e  lib ra ry  sys
te m .

N e x t su m m e r, th e  State L ib ra ry  w i l l  in tro 

d u c e  a te c h n o lo g y -b a s e d  p ro g ra m  fo r  y o u n g  

readers  d u r in g  th e  s c h o o l h o lid a y s .

F e m i n i s t  w r i t e r  

l i b e r a t e s  w o m e n ’ s b o o k s
D ia n a  T h o rp , The Australian, 9 M a rc h  1 9 9 8

P ro fessor D a le  S pe n d e r m a rke d  In te rn a tio n a l 

W o m e n 's  D a y  b y  d o n a t in g  m o re  th a n  1 0 0 0  

b o o ks  fro m  h e r p r iv a te  c o lle c t io n  to  S yd n e y  

U n iv e rs ity 's  W o m e n 's  C o lle g e .

She d e s c r ib e d  h e r b o o ks  as h e r fr ie n d s , 

s a y in g , 'T h e s e  b o o k s  w e re  m y  l i fe  in  th e  

1 9 7 0 s  a n d  1 9 8 0 s . A l l  I d id  w a s  re s e a rc h , 

w r ite  a n d  h e lp  p ro m o te  and  p u b lis h  w o m 

e n 's  k n o w le d g e . I had  th e  best p r iv a te  c o l

le c t io n  o f  w o m e n 's  b o o ks  in E n g la n d . B ut I 

d o n 't  use th e m  a n y  m o re . '

She says th a t th is  c o lle c t io n  o f  w o m e n 's
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k n o w le d g e  is to o  v a lu a b le  to  a l lo w  it to  d e 

te r io ra te  o r  d w in d le  a w a y .

P ro fessor S pende r is c u r re n t ly  h e lp in g  the  

U n iv e rs ity  o f  Q u e e n s la n d  tra n s fo rm  fro m  a 

p r in t  to  a d ig ita l c u ltu re  a n d  says th a t she be 

lie ve s  th a t b o o ks  such  as these  w i l l  no  lo n g e r 

b e  p r in te d  a n d  th a t w o m e n 's  in fo rm a t io n  

a n d  k n o w le d g e  w i l l  n o  lo n g e r  be  d is s e m i

n a te d  v ia  p r in t .

T h is  is w h y  she  says w o m e n  m u s t be 

m o v e rs  and  shake rs  in  th e  n e w  d ig ita l in fo r 

m a t io n  re v o lu t io n ,  l ik e n in g  th e  p l ig h t  o f  th e  

c o m p u te r - i l l i te ra te  to  p re v io u s  g e n e ra tio n s  o f  

p r in t - i l l i t e r a te  p e o p le .

S e m i n a r  i n  P a r i s
C ourier M a il (B r isb a n e ), 10  M a rc h  1 9 9 8

L a te r th is  m o n th , Judy H u m p h re y s , U n iv e r 

s ity  o f  S o u th e rn  Q u e e n s la n d  l ib ra r ia n  w i l l  

p re s e n t a p a p e r at an in te rn a t io n a l s e m in a r 

in  P a ris  o n  te r t ia r y  e d u c a t io n .  M s 

H u m p h re y s  w i l l  d iscu ss  th e  a d v a n 
tages  o f  c o -o p e ra t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  

a c a d e m ic  and  p u b lic  se c to rs , h ig h 

l ig h t in g  th e  jo in t  v e n tu re  b e tw e e n  

th e  u n iv e rs ity  a n d  H e rv e y  B ay C ity  

C o u n c il to  sha re  a l ib ra ry  b u i ld in g  

a t W id e  B ay. T h is  jo in t - v e n tu re  l i 
b ra ry  is th e  f irs t o f  its k in d  in  A u s 

t r a l ia  a n d  th e  s u b je c t  o f  in te n s e  

in te rn a t io n a l in te re s t.

F u n d i n g  p u t s  
c o u n t r y  l i b r a r i e s  o n  l i n e

Toowoom ba C h ron ic le , IT  F e b ru 

a ry  1 9 9 8

T h e  Q u e e n s la n d  State G o v e rn m e n t 

has a llo c a te d  m o re  th a n  $ 2 .3  m i l 

l io n  to  ass is t w i th  p ro v id in g  c o m 

p u te rs  a n d  In te rn e t a ccess to  

Q u e e n s la n d  c o u n try  lib ra r ie s .

S ta te  p u b l ic  l ib ra ry  c o n s u lta n t,

B ru c e  M o n le y  to ld  l ib ra r ia n s  fro m

a cro ss  th e  T o o w o o m b a  re g io n  th a t th e  sta te  
p ro je c t  is w o r k in g  in  c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  th e  

fe d e ra lly - fu n d e d  B U S H .C O N N E C T  p ro g ra m , 

w h ic h  w a s  d e s ig n e d  to  c o n n e c t ru ra l l ib ra r 

ies to  th e  In te rn e t. M o re  th a n  s ix ty  in s ta lla 

t io n s  a re  e x p e c te d  to  ta k e  p la c e  w ith in  th e  

n e x t ye a r.

A T S I  l i b r a r y  i n  C a i r n s

Cairns Sun, 25  F e b ru a ry  1 9 9 8

T h e  Q u e e n s la n d  s ta te  g o v e rn m e n t has se
le c te d  C a irn s  as th e  s ite  o f  a n e w  In d ig e n o u s  

L ib ra r ie s  U n it ,  w h ic h  w a s  o p e n e d  re c e n t ly  

b y  s ta te  tre a s u re r  Joan S h e ld o n .

T h e  State L ib ra ry  w i l l  tr ia l the  s e rv ic e  to  

p ro m o te  l ib r a r y  s e rv ic e s  a n d  in fo rm a t io n  

te c h n o lo g y  to  ATSI c o m m u n it ie s  th ro u g h  th e  

N o r th  a n d  Far N o r th ,  M s  S h e ld o n  sa id .

S ta ffed  b y  tw o  ATSI f ie ld  o ff ic e rs , th e  fa 

c i l i t y  is in  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  e x te n d in g  its  re 

s o u rc e s  o u t to  a l l  c o m m u n it ie s  d u r in g  th e  

n e x t m o n th . ■

A n d  i n  c a s e  y o u  d i d n ’ t  k n o w  
a l r e a d y . . .

T im  F e n n e ll, Cleo, Ja n u a ry  1 9 9 8

Yes, am o ng  th e  top-15 turn-ons fo r m en  (a c co rd in g  to  

jo u rn a lis t  T im  Fe n n e ll and  his pub ju ry  o f  m ates) a re  

l i b r a r i a n s  (w h o  sa id  th e  im ag e  o f th e  p ro fess io n  w as  

in t ro u b le ? ).

T im  F e n n e ll e x p la in s , s a y in g  th a t w h i le  o ve r- h yp e d  

strum pets  w ith  b ig  box-office  ap p ea l h a ve  th e ir  p la ce , 

the  th o u g h t o f  a p rim  and  p ro p e r lib ra r ia n  ty p e  su d 

d e n ly  ro ck e t in g  fro m  f ie ld  m ou se  to  rag ing  lioness  is 

m u ch  m o re  fu n . O r ,  as he e lo q u e n t ly  p h rases  it, ' Im 

ag in e  s tep p in g  in to  a M in i  e x p e c tin g  it to  p lo d  a lo n g , 

o n ly  to  fin d  th a t it a c c e le ra te s  lik e  a F e rra r i.  B e  h o n 

est. Y o u 'd  be ex c ited  w o u ld n 't  y o u ? ' A lso  in c lu d e d  on  

his list w e re  g lasses, long  sk irts , b ic y c le s , no  m ake-up  

and  p la in  w h ite  un d ies  b u t s ig n if ic a n t ly  no  o th e r  o c 

cu p a tio n  ra ted  a m e n tio n !

"The FLIS staff are 
knowledgeable, accurate, 
speedy and a joy  to work 
with. - FLIS client"

Reach for the phone to make an 
appointment or E-mail today.

F re e la n c e  L ib r a r y  &  I n fo r m a t io n  

S e rv ic e s  P ty  L td .

27 Kasouka Rd C am berw ell V IC  3124 
ph (03) 9813 1925 

E-mail: libflis@vicnet.net.au 
Internet: h ttp ://w w w .v icn e t.n e t.a u /- l ib f l is /

N E W S P A P E R S
W A N T E D

•  B o u n d  v o lu m e s  o r  lo n g  
<Eli? T ln p is .  ru n s .  A ll 1 9 t h  a n d  2 0 t h  

3 V Q C  H e t T i J O  c e n t u r y  A u s t r a l ia n  a n d  
y/je  Sun  o v e r s e a s  n e w s p a p e r s  
a m  l ‘ O s |  •  A ls o  p o p u la r  M A G A Z IN E S
- PHOTOPLATER. \eJ  Lo°k’ woyens

W e e k ly , e t c . )  t o  1 9 7 0

P A P E R  W O R L D
P h  &  F a x : A la n  W a t e r s  ( 0 3 )  9 8 2 6  8 8 6 6

(Member of the Ephemera Society of Australia)
Paper World Pty Ltd
23 Regent Street, Prahran, Vic 3181

C o n f e r e n c e s
•  25-30/10  A L IA  5 th  B ie n n ia l  
C o n fe re n c e . P a th w a y s  to  k n o w l 

e d g e .  Adelaide Convention Cen
tre. Contact: Di Booker, ph 08 
8207 8634, fx 08 8207 8434, 
dibooker@ tafe.sa.edu.au, h ttp :// 
www.alia.org.au/conferences/ad- 

elaide98

• 19 21 Ja n u a r y  1999 I n fo r m a 

t io n  O n l in e  a n d  O n  D is c  9 9  con
ference. The n in th  Australasian 
Conference and Exhibition. ALIA 
Inform ation Science Section. Syd
ney Convention and Exhibition 
Centre, Darling Elarbour. Con
tact: Wael Foda, ACMS, ph 02 
9332 4622, fx 02 9332 4066, 
online99@ acm s.com.au, h ttp :// 
www.acms.com.au

N a t i o n a l
•  3-9/5 A u s t r a l ia n  L ib r a r y  
W e e k .  Theme: L ib r a r ie s :  p a t h 

w a y s  t o  k n o w le d g e .  Further in
fo rm ation  available from  ALIA 
national o ffice , PO Box E441, 
Kingston 2604, ph 02 6285 
1877, fx 02 6282 2249,
enquiry@alia.org.au

7-8/8 A u s tra lia n  S o c ie ty  o f  A r 
ch iv is ts  1998 Conference. P la ce , 

I n te r f a c e  a n d  C y b e rs p a c e :  A r 

c h iv e s  a t  t h e  E d g e .  Keynote 
speaker: M argaret Fledstrom.
Further in form ation available 
from : Jocelyn Thomson, ph 08 
9361 9304, aigwa@opera.

iinet.net.au.

6-9/9 R e c o rd s  M a n a g e m e n t  
A s s o c ia t io n  o f  A u s t r a l ia  15th 
Convention. M a k in g  I n f o r m a t io n  

W o r k .  Brisbane Convention and 
Exhibition Centre. For fu rther in 
fo rm ation , please contact: Judy 
Lederle, ph 07 3369 0477, fx 07 
3369 1512.

All in c i t e  Events are limited to 40 
words maximum and must include: 
date, nam e o f  D ivision, t it le  o f  event, 
them e an d  key speaker ( i f  re levant), 
venue, tim e, costs, an d  a co n ta c t 
nam e w ith  pho ne  an d  fax  numbers. 

ALIA divisions should mail, e-mail 
or fax details of forthcoming events 
to the address shown below, or use 
our website electronic form on 
ALIAnet.
Non-ALIA entries: Send (a t a cost o f  
$40 fo r 40 words) with your complete 
billing details to in c i t e  Events, 
ALIA, PO Box E441, Kingston, ACT 
2604; fax 02 6282 2249, or e-mail 
events@alia.org.au. An invoice will 
be sent to the address indicated with 
your entry. For a small additional 
cost, your event may be listed on our 
World Wide Web site. Call for details.

• bullets indicate activities 
organised by ALIA Divisions
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mailto:libflis@vicnet.net.au
http://www.vicnet.net.au/-libflis/
mailto:dibooker@tafe.sa.edu.au
http://www.alia.org.au/conferences/ad-elaide98
http://www.alia.org.au/conferences/ad-elaide98
mailto:online99@acms.com.au
http://www.acms.com.au
mailto:enquiry@alia.org.au
mailto:events@alia.org.au

