
Controversy in Perth
Town crier causes a stir during Australian Library Week

The Perth C ity Library w anted p ub lic ity  for Australian Li
brary W e e k , and that is just w hat they got. The C ity of 
Perth m ounted a m ulti-faceted cam paign  during A us

tralian Library W e e k  w h ich  inc luded  hiring a tow n crier to 
'c a ll ' on behalf of the library.

A  very  professional gentlem an w ith  a loud, c lear vo ice  
and a ringing bell created m ore attention than expected. H e 
strolled through the m ain central shopping  area inform ing 
shoppers of the new  location of the library, the library open 
ing hours, the range of stock, and encourag ing  everyone to 
d iscover the library. H e  also handed out lib rary bookmarks 
and chatted w ith  passers-by. Local bookshop managers were 
not impressed, c la im ing  that he w as driv ing  their customers 
a w ay  by suggesting that they visit the lib rary instead.

The story m ade the front page of the West Australian, was 
the subject of talk-back radio on tw o  local stations —  and the 
location  of the library w as m entioned  at every  turn. The in
stant reaction from the public  w as quite positive w ith  several 
peop le d iscovering  the lib rary im m ed ia te ly!

O th e r even ts inc lu d ed  in v o lv in g  ch ild ren  in a special 
storytim e at w h ich  they d iscovered  that libraries have cud 
d ly  baby rabbits as w e ll as stories and fun w ith  cotton w oo l 
balls.

C ity  of Perth council staff w e re  invited  to find out what 
happens behind the security doors, and a d isp lay stand in the 
A lexander Library Bu ild ing  (the State Reference Library and 
headquarters of the Library and Inform ation Serv ice  of W e s t 
ern Australia ) urged peop le to 'D isco v e r your pub lic  library 
in the C ity '. «*

Town crier, Sid Plummer, in the City of Perth Library 
preparing for his role during Australian Library Week

A busy week for the State Library of Tasmania
Juliet Scaite State Library of Tasmania

The State Library of Tasm ania w as 
busy du ring  A ustra lian  L ib ra ry  
W e e k  prom oting existing lib rary 

se rv ices and lau n ch ing  several n ew  
services. Som e of the h igh lights in 
c luded :

• The launch  of a lend ing  C D - R O M  
co llec tio n ;

» The launch  of supported-learn ing  
C D - R O M s, enab ling  students to a c 
cess school-based C D s  in their local 
iibrary;

• The launch  o f O ur digital island, a 
w ebs ite  for the p reservation  of se 
lected Tasm an ian  websites;

* The presentation of 'baby bundles' to 
babies born in the m ajor centres dur
ing A L W ; and

• The visits o f aw ard -w inn ing  c h i l 
d ren 's  author and illustrator, John 
N ich o lso n , to H obart, Launceston  
and D evonport.

There w e re  activ ities  to ce leb ra te
A L W  in each  of the c ity  lib raries
around the state.

• The hosting of the A B C  R ad io  7ZR  
'Breakfast show ' from the State Refer
ence Service . The public  w as invited 
to phone and ask 'anyth ing  you  a l
w ays w anted  to kn ow ';

• R ad io  and new spaper in terv iew s, 
and talk-back programs w ith  lib rary 
staff;

• New spaper features on technolog ical 
developm ents in library services;

• A  d isplay of political ephem era in the 
Tasm an iana  and the Launceston  L i
braries to co incide  w ith the launch of 
O ur digital island;

• State Reference Service  presentations 
for lib rary  c lien ts on ho w  to find  a 
job on the internet, a genealogy in 
fo rm ation  session, and research ing  
the history of your house;

• O ff ic ia l launch  of the lend ing  CD- 
R O M  c o lle c tio n  by the m in iste r of 
education , Paula  W ried t at the Rosny 
Library;

• Celebration  of the twentieth b irthday 
of the G len o rch y  Library;

• The B ig  F rien d ly  G ia n t  d isp lay  and 
com p etit io n  at the Launceston  L i
brary;

• A  book rev iew  com petition  and 'The 
M ayo r is telling  stories again ' story
telling  session by the m ayor of D e v 
onport, M ary  Binks, at the D evonport 
Library; and

• 'M e e t yo u r lo ca l authors at the li
b rary ' at the Kingston Library.

L ib raries  a round  the state a lso  
scheduled  internet dem onstrations and 
d raw ing  sessions, ch ild ren 's  story-tell
ing sessions, tours of libraries and ses
sions on h ow  to use your library. u
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