
Keep it short and snappy...
Robyn Gattera, team leader, Australian Library Week, Brisbane City Council Library Service
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A fter m onths of p lan n in g  
and  preparation  the day 
had f in a lly  a rrived . O n  

Su n d ay  16 M a y , B risb ane  C ity  
C o u n c il L ib ra ry  S e rv ic e  hosted 
the state launch  of Austra lian  L i
brary W e e k .

The aim  w as to design a p ro 
gram that w as 'short and snappy', 
and m uch  con s id e ra tio n  w as 
g iven  to the w h e re  and w h en . It 
w as dec ided  to host the launch at 
The M y e r  C en tre  —  a six-floor 
shopping  com p lex  w h ich  has a 
central atrium  enab ling  the a c t iv i
ties on C en tre  Stage to be seen 
and heard over all six floors. Sun 
day proved to be an ideal cho ice , 
as it took ad van tage  of Su n d ay  
trading in the city. Another advan 
tage of this venu e  w as the oppo r
tun ity to m ount a d isp lay  on the 
stage for the w eek  p rior to the 
lau n ch . H en ce , w e e k d a y  shop 
pers and w o rkers  cou ld  not miss the 
fact that A ustra lian  L ib rary W e e k  w as 
happening !

How did we make it ‘snappy’?
T w o  ce leb rity  guests, one cou n cillo r, a 
'w rap  the m um m y' com petition (requir
ing aud ience participation), celebration 
cake  and 600 b a lloons ... all in forty 
m inutes.

e rc ise , the m a jo rity  w e re  d istributed  
prior to the launch.

How did we do it?
Q ueensland  Library Prom otion Council 
and their sponsorship in the form of T- 
shirts, balloons, bookm arks and fifteen 
student vo lun tee rs  w e re  a s ign ifican t 
con tribu tio n  to the success of this 
launch. And  for their com m ittm ent and

professionalism  a big thank-you to my 
fe llo w  lau n ch  com m ittee  m em bers: 
V ick i M c D o n a ld , M ich a e l Briggs and 
D e irdre  Kesteven.

If anyo n e  w o u ld  like further infor
m ation on our activ ities I can be co n 
tacted at cra@ brisbane.q ld .gov.au . Aus
tralian Library W e e k  2000 is not too far 
aw a y ! a

C h an n e l 7 n ew sread er, T ra cey  
C h a llen o r, opened  the show , w ith  her 
fam iliar vo ice  attracting the attention of 
the lunch tim e cro w d . H er roie as M C  
w as perform ed w ith  charm  and profes
s iona lism . C o u n c illo r  A nn  Ben n iso n  
(custom er and co m m u n ity  serv ices) 
spoke of the positive changes to co u n 
cil libraries in recent years. Last but not 
least, N ick  Earls (best-selling author of 
Headgam es and Z ig  zag street) en ter
tained the aud ien ce  w ith  anecdotes of 
his lib rary experiences. Each guest en 
jo yed  the ch a lle n g e  of speak ing  in a 
venue  six floors high.

Those participating in the 'w rap  the 
m um m y' com petition  fu lfilled  our ex 
pectations by generating lots of atten 
tion and laughs. Each  contestan t 
w a lked  a w a y  w ith  a prize-pack in c lu d 
ing a T-shirt, book, doub le m ovie pass, 
vou ch e rs , ba lloons, bookm arks and 
b rochures (all ensconsed  in a lib ra ry  
ca lico  bag). Cutting the cake signalled  
the o ffic ia l o p en ing  of A ustra lian  L i
brary W e e k . A nd  the 600 b a llo on s? 
W e ll ,  this is a w h o le  story in itself! The 
short version is that as a prom otion ex-

Stump the librarians
Box Hill Institute of TAFE — Victoria
A ustralian Library Week saw 

the staff at Box Hill Insti
tute attempt to stump their 

librarians. Library staff invited In
stitute staff to ask any question to 
which they knew the answer. Li
brary staff had three days to find 
the answer. It was an overwhelm
ing success.

Questions were many and var
ied including 'W hy do women's 
shirts button the opposite way to 
men's?', 'How many tribbles make 
a Tribble Delight?', 'W hat is the 
only English word with five con
secutive vowels?', 'W hat is 
Rhoemode?', 'W hich Australian 
stamp had the least number of 
copies issued?'

The library staff had a great 
time, using reference skills beyond 
the normal TAFE questions. It gave 
us a chance to delve into little- 
used reference resources and ex
tend our internet searching skills.

W e must admit there were half 
a dozen questions we could not 
find the answers to, but we were 
able to extend our common know l
edge and now have lots of quiz 
questions to use at dinner parties. 
It was great public relations for the 
library and we intend to use the 
idea again in the future, possibly 
challenging Institute staff to use 
our library resources to answer 
our questions.
Helen Reid

16 i  f  i  C ’ / / > ' Ju ly  1999

mailto:cra@brisbane.qld.gov.au

