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8Pr Asla -P aclllc  
Specia ls Health a n d  

Law  Librarians C on fe re n ceThe d ead lin e  for the 8th Asia  
Pacific  Specia ls, H ealth  and Law  
Lib rarians co n fe ren ce  'C a ll for 

papers' is rap id ly  approach ing  as this 
issue of inC ite  goes to press and the 
program  sub-com m ittee faces the 
pleasant task of d raw ing  up a short-list 
from the num erous abstracts rece ived . 
The authors of the papers selected w ill 
be notified during February.

D uring  1998, the co n fe ren ce  ex 
e cu tive  met w ith  ou r co n fe ren ce  o r
gan iser, M u res  C o n ven tio n  M a n a g e 
m ent, on a m on th ly  basis and the 
individual sub-committees —  Program, 
Pu b lic ity , So c ia l, Trade and Sponsor
ship —  met regularly and w orked  hard 
beh ind  the scenes. O u r co n fe ren ce  
them es, the ca ll for papers and trade 
and sponsorsh ip  p rospectuses have  
been posted on the con fe ren ce  w e b 
site [h ttp ://w w w .a lia .o rg .au/confer- 
ences/strait/], and the con feren ce  has 
been public ised  w id e ly .

The trade ex h ib ition  is f illin g  up 
rap id ly  and a ttractive  sponsorsh ip  
deals are being offered in an effort to 
tempt additional m ajor sponsors. Som e 
novel soc ia l events are a lso  being  
p lanned.

The fo llo w in g  keyno te  speakers 
have fo rm ally  accep ted  our invitation  
to attend the co n fe ren ce : D on
C halm ers, professor and head of the 
Law  School at the Un ivers ity  of Tasm a
nia; G race  Cheng, ch ie f librarian at the 
H ong  Kong H ospital A uthority ; Karen 
C oyle , systems analyst w ith  the U n ive r
sity o f C a lifo rn ia 's  o n lin e  lib ra ry  sys
tem ; Susan Di M attia , president of the 
S p ec ia l L ib raries A sso c ia tio n ; jud ith  
Siess, o w n er/pub lisher of O P L  (O ne- 
Person Library); and M ick ie  Voges, as

sociate professor of Law  and d irector of 
the In fo rm ation  C en ter at the Illin o is  
Institute of Technology. Their brief b io 
g raph ica l deta ils  w ill soon appear on 
the con ference  web-page.

Cons iderab le  tim e, thought and ef
fort has gone into m aking our con fe r
en ce  m ore in te rac tive  w h ich  w ill  be 
ev ident in the conference program. W e  
w an t all delegates to p artic ip a te  and 
feel part of the action .

So put the dates in your d ia ry  now  
and m ake H ob art you r destination  in 
August 1999!

Dr Andie Smithies, conference convenor

Karen Coyle, 
visionary librarian
Karen C o y le  is a lib rarian  w ith  nearly  
tw en ty  years ex p er ien ce  d eve lop in g  
com puter systems for libraries. She cur
rently w orks at the U n ive rs ity  of C a li 
forn ia in the L ib rary  A utom ation  U n it 
that develops the o n line  access system 
used by lib raries on the un ive rs ity 's  
n ine cam puses. W h ile  active  in d eve l
op ing digital libraries, she is outspoken 
ab ou t the effects, both negative  and 
positive, e lec tron ic  inform ation is h av 
ing on the social role of libraries. H er 
book, C oyle 's guide to the inform ation 
h ighw ay , pub lished  by the A m erican  
Lib rary A ssociation  in 1997, describes 
the effect on libraries of n ew  d eve lo p 
m ents in the areas of p u b lic  access, 
copyrigh t and p rivacy.

Karen has spoken at m any con fer
ences and meetings in the Un ited  States 
and in recent times her focus has been 
on the need to carry  the fundam enta l 
va lues of libraries into our future infor
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m ation  serv ices, w h ic h , a cco rd in g  to 
Karen , m ay or m ay not be based 
around the storing of p hys ica l objects 
on she lves. K aren 's  ideas fit into our 
sub-theme, 'The vision ', as she explores 
som e of the issues that w ill face us in 
the future. Issues such as p rivacy  and 
user ed u ca tion  w ith  the ad ven t of 
o n lin e  in fo rm ation  resources like the 
internet; the lib rary 's ob ligation  in re la
tion to a rch iv in g  of d ig ita l m ateria ls ; 
and is information organisation a value- 
added service , or is it the basic service 
of libraries?

Karen says, 'W h e n  I think about the 
future I don 't w ond er if there w ill be li
braries like w e  kn o w  them  today, I 
w onder if inform ation w ill be collected  
in te llig en tly ; if com m u n itie s  w ill be 
w ell-served in their inform ation  needs.
I am concerned  that w e  w ill forget the 
role that open inform ation access plays 
in d em o cra cy , and that our desire  to 
create e ffic ien t markets w ill over-ride 
our recogn ition  that p r iv a cy  a llo w s  
greater freedom  of thought and exp lo 
ration of ideas. W e  tend to forget that 
libraries are not an end in them selves 
but a m eans to attain certa in  of so c i
ety 's goals. If w e  get c lea r about those 
goals then w e  can w o rk  e ffec tive ly  to 
gu ide the future of our profession.'

Karen  w ill c h a lle n g e  som e of our 
assum ptions about the future of lib rar
ies and stim ulate our thinking to help 
us th ink  con stru ct ive ly  abou t that fu 
ture. To read m ore of Karen 's ideas go 
to her w eb  page at h ttp ://w w w . 
dla.ucop.edu/~kec/index.htm l w

NEW !

ALIA POSTERS and
GREETING CARD PACKS

ALIA has launched a fabulous collection of posters and 
greeting card packs as part of the lead-up to the 1998 
ALIA Biennial Conference. Adopting the conference and 
the Australian Library Week 98 theme — Pathways to 
knowledge —  these new products illustrate the ever- 
expanding role libraries play in the community.
The greeting card packs are elegantly wrapped and make 
a perfect gift. The vibrant posters are suitable for display 
in a range of environments.
Posters Available in a choice of two images:
1. Libraries —  the family pathway to knowledge

2. Libraries —  the community pathway to knowledge 

Members price: $13 each [Non-members: $14 per poster)
Greeting cards Eight cards per gift pack [four of each 
image]
Members price: $15 per pack, $40 special offer for three 
packs [Non-members: $17 per pack, $46 special offer].
Contact ALIA National Office to place your order now. Please 
include your ALIA membership number when ordenng. All 
prices include post and packing.
Phone 1800 020 071, e-mail enquiry@alia.org.au
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