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The open ing  even t of A d u lt Learners 
W e e k , 5-11 N ovem b er, w as a Sem i­
nar on lifelong learn ing convened  by 

Adult Learning Australia. N early  forty partic i­
pants in the sem inar represented a broad 
spectrum of interests including the education 
industry, governm ent, trade unions, tra in ing 
authorities and business. A L IA  w as invited to 
represent the lib rary sector. The breadth of 
representation w as ind ica tive  o f the span of 
interest in life long  learn ing  w h ich  e n c o m ­
passes form al adu lt ed u cation , vo ca tio n a l 
and w o rkp lace  training, as w e ll as inform al 
learning. The broader v ie w  of lifelong learn ­
ing now  incorporates e co n o m ic  as w e ll as 
social and cultural considerations.

The purpose of the sem inar w as to start 
the process of d eve lop ing  a national p o licy  
fram ew ork for lifelong learn ing as it w as  felt 
that the absence  of such a p o lic y  h inders 
co llab o ra t iv e  action  tow ards the estab lish ­
ment o f a learn ing cu ltu re in Austra lia . The 
po licy  cha llenge  w as defined as 'h o w  to in­
tegrate the three overlapp ing  sites of lifelong 
learn ing  -—  learn ing  in and for the 
w o rk p lace ; learn ing in and through form al 
and inform al ed u ca tion  and tra in ing ; and 
com m un ity  based training.

The day  w as structured to have  short 
presentations fo llow ed  by group discussions. 
A  presentation by Ph ilip  C andy, the deputy 
v ice-chance llo r of Ba lla ra t U n ive rs ity  struck 
a particu lar chord  w ith  the d ilem m a faced 
by libraries. H e reasoned that the d iv id e  be­
tween state and federal level of governm ent

bedevils national po licy  developm ent in Aus­
tra lia . 'The fragm entation  of p o licy  context 
spans broad areas of education , arts and cu l­
ture '. Librarians are no strangers to the d iffi­
culties caused by this p o licy  fragmentation in 
seeking to have national level deve lopm en t 
and o w n e rsh ip  of p u b lic  lib ra ry  issues in 
Australia .

P u b lic  lib raries have  a lw ays  supported  
life long  learn ing. This ro le is articu la ted  in 
the U N ESC O  Public Library Manifesto. Yet at 
the sem inar it w as interesting to note that the 
role o f lib raries did not feature n atu ra lly  in 
any presentations or discussions. It illustrated 
the need for lib raries to be m ore a c t ive  in 
dem onstrating and prom oting their con tribu ­
tion to lifelong learn ing if they are not to be 
forgotten in the d iscussions.

Lifelong learning is garnering m any inter­
est groups as it deve lops as a ve h ic le  for d e ­
livering  skills for an inform ation dom inated  
socie ty . It is not go ing to be enough  for li­
braries to re ly on the fact that they have the 
resources to support life long  and  in form al 
leaning. Librarians w ill need to be m ore pro­
active  in seeking to co llabo ra te  and partner 
w ith  other p roviders o f life long  learn ing  in 
the co m m u n ity  to ensure the ir leg itim ate  
p la ce  in p o lic y  d eve lo p m en t and any  na ­
tional in itiatives w h ich  are deve loped .

The results of the presentations, d iscus­
sions at the sem inar and p re lim inary  papers 
w ill be ava ilab le  at the A dult Learning A us­
tra lia  w ebsite : http ://w w w .ala.asn .au/. ■

Nominations called
Nominations are now called for the following position on the Information Science 
Section National committee and the New South Wales committee:

president

secretary

treasurer

committee members (6)

All personal financial members are entitled to nominate candidates or to be 
nominated themselves for positions on the committees of their respective divisions. 
Forms must be signed by a nominator, a seconder and by the nominee, and should 
reach:

The executive director, Australian Library and Information Association, PO Box 
E441, Kingston 2604, no later than 30 November 1999.

Nomination forms are available from ALIA National Office, PO Box E441, King­
ston 2604, phone 02 6285 1877, fax 02 6282 2249, e-mail enquiry@alia.org.au.

9332 2900, fx 08 9332 291 1, promaco@ 
promaco.com.au URL http://www. 
promaco.com.au/conference/1999/alia 
28 -30 /11  OzCHI99 conference: Inter­
faces for the Global Community. Topics in­
clude: design and effects of computer in­
terfaces on users. Charles Sturt University, 
School of Information Studies, Wagga, 
NSW. Contact: Jan Scott, ph 02 6933 
2791, jscott@csu.edu.au URL http:// 
www.csu.edu.au/OZCHI99/
•  3 -5 /1 2  ALIA Inform ation Literacy
SIG and University of SA Library joint 
conference. Concept, challenge, conun­
drum: from library skills to information lit­
eracy. Keynote speaker: Professor Ken 
Haycock. Uni South Australia, City West 
Campus. For further information contact: 
Irene Doskatsch, ph 08 8302 4447, fx 08 
8302 4754, irene.doskatsch@unisa.
edu.au Stop press: The conference has 
been extended by half a day
3 -7 /7 /2 0 0 0  21st Conference of the 
International Association of Techno­
logical University Libraries. Virtual Li­
braries: Virtual Communities, hosted by 
QUT Library, Brisbane, Australia. Well 
known overseas/local speakers. Contact: 
Barb Ewers b.ewers@qut.edu.au For regu­
larly updated information see: http:// 
wwwlib.qut.httpedu.au/IATUL
•  24 -26 /1 0 /2 0 0 0  6th ALIA Biennial 
conference. Capitalising on knowledge: 
the information profession in the twenty- 
first century. National Convention Centre, 
Canberra. Conference organiser: Confer­
ence Solutions, Biigitte Gunn, ph +61 2 
6285 3001, fx +61 2 6285 3001, 
alia2000.conference@alia.org.au http:// 
www.alia.org.au/conferences/alia2000/ 
1 5 -1 8 /1 0 /2 0 0 0  LIANZA Conference 
fo r 2000. Christchurch Convention Cen­
tre. Conference convenor: Gail Pattie, dep­
uty university librarian, Uni of Canterbury, 
Private Bag 4800, Christchurch New Zea­
land, ph +64 3 364 2055, fx +64 3 364 
2007, g.pattie@libr.canterbury.ac.nz

All in c ite  Events are limited to 40 
words maximum and must include: 
date, name o f Division, title o f event, 
theme and key speaker ( if relevant), 
venue, time, costs, and a contact 
name with phone and fax numbers.
ALIA divisions should mail, e-mail 
or fax details of forthcoming events 
to the address shown below, or use 
our website electronic form on 
ALIAnet.
Non-ALIA entries: Send (at a cost o f 
$40 for 40 words) with your complete 
billing details to inC ite  Events, 
ALIA, PO Box E441, Kingston, ACT 
2604; fax 02 6282 2249, or e-mail 
events@alia.org.au. An invoice will 
be sent to the address indicated with 
your entry. For a small additional 
cost, your event may be listed on our 
website. Call for details.
• bullets indicate activities  

organised b y  A LIA  D iv isions
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