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Sally-Anne Leigh, secretary, ALIA ACT Branch

The A C T  B ra n ch  o f A L IA  has had  a v e ry  successfu l 
and  a c t iv e  y ea r w ith  a w id e  range of a c t iv it ie s  not 
o n ly  from  the B ra n ch  itse lf but m an y  o f the interest 

g roups as w e ll .  W e  a ttracted  ve ry  l iv e ly  p a rtic ip a tio n  in 
A u s tra lian  L ib ra ry  W e e k  by o rgan is ing  activ it ie s  in c lu d ing  
a breakfast; Sp ec ia l L ib ra rie s  Sec t io n  d rinks ; the A u s tra l­
ian  L ib ra ry  W e e k  O ra t io n  d e liv e re d  by W a r re n  H o rto n ; 
and  a w o n d e rfu l re cep tion  and  d ebate , a jo in t e ven t w ith  
A C T  L ib ra ry  and  In fo rm a tio n  S e rv ic e s . T h e  L ib ra ry

Visits to special libraries a feature

T e ch n ic a n s  a lso  had a ce leb ra to ry  d in n e r '20  years 1 979- 
1999 '.

An extrem ely well-attended m id-W inter d inner w as held 
in August at the U n ivers ity  of Canberra . O ther activ ities in ­
cluded a plan for a mentoring program in the A C T  and a one- 
day con ference on T h e  D igital Lib rary ' held in N ovem ber at 
the N ational L ib rary of Australia  w h ich  addressed a range of 
interesting topics. A  very  busy and exciting year. ■

Susan White, secretary, Special Libraries Section — ACT group

G reetings from  the N a tio n a l 
C ap ita l! The 1999 C om m ittee  
concentrated  on a program  of 

visits to m any of the d iverse special li­
b raries in the Territo ry . V en u es in ­
c lu d ed  the N a tio n a l A rch ive s  of 
A us tra lia  L ib ra ry  in Barton ; The N a ­
tional G a lle ry ; the Departm ent of C o m ­
m u n ica tio n , In fo rm ation  T e ch n o lo g y  
and the Arts; the Scho o l o f Art; St 
M a rk 's  A rch ives ; the Bo tan ic  G ardens; 
the Research  C entre at the A ustra lian  
W a r  M em o ria l; and the Austra lian  B u ­
reau of Statistics w h ere  visitors v iew ed  
a dem onstration of the im plem entation  
of the Lotus Notes ap p lica tio n  w ith in  
the lib rary. These visits p rovide a great

opportunity to inspect how  some of our 
co lleagues have adapted to their refur­
bished prem ises, and/or how  different 
co llec tions  are m anaged.

In A p ril, w e  ce leb ra ted  In tern a ­
tiona l Sp ec ia l L ib rarians D ay  w ith  a 
breakfast. The guest speaker, W a rre n  
Horton, entertained the aud ience, w ith  
Lake B u r le y  G riffin  as a scen ic  b a ck ­
drop.

O n e  even in g  w e  en jo yed  an in ­
fo rm ative  presentation at A L IA  H ouse 
on A L IA n e t, and w e  co n tin u e  to d e ­
ve lop  the Sec tion 's  hom epage. O u r e- 
list w as lau n ch ed  and it con tinues  to 
increase in popularity .

Guest speakers bring new perspectives
Sandra Henderson, Health Libraries Section, ACT group

T he ACT ALIA Health Libraries Section held a number of in­
teresting meetings this year.

Most recently we were given a description and demonstration 
of progress on the 'Healthlnsite' project which will give Austral­
ian consumers and health professionals information about a wide 
range of health matters.

Our August meeting featured Suzanne Hannan the librarian for 
the Southern Area Health Service based in Goulburn. Suzanne 
spoke about the challenges of her work in the region, and the op­
portunities offered by the CIAP initiative in NSW Health.

Earlier in the year we were very pleased to have Dr Steve 
McDonald from the Cochrane Collaboration give us an over­
view of the work being done by the Collaboration. Steve's pres­
entation was followed up by a half-day hands-on workshop by 
Saroj Bhatia at the Canberra Hospital —  Saroj had attended the 
Cochrane course run in Adelaide with the intention of provid­
ing more training to local users.

Our initial meeting of the year was held at the Canberra 
Hospital, where Saroj Bhatia gave us a presentation about 
preparation of a business plan. The business plan for the library 
at The Canberra Hospital is being used as a model for the prepa­
ration of plans throughout the hospital. ■

You m ay have noticed in the Events 
co lu m n  that w e  have 'L ib ra ry  L ib a ­
tions ' on the first p ayd ay  of each  
month. This a great opportunity for net­
w o rk in g  in our busy lives. As w e ll as 
the social aspect, there is also opportu ­
nity for sharing tips on the latest library 
innovations.

The A G M  w as held on 26 N o ve m ­
ber, w h e re  the C o m m ittee  for 2000 
w as announced . n
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