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O n 26 M arch  1999, a m eeting w as convened  to d is
cuss the curren t state of the A L IA  TA FE (Q u e e n s 
land ) Sec tio n . There  w as no president, 

vice-president or secretary —  the on ly  position occup ied  was 
that of treasurer and tw o  com m ittee mem bers rem ained . It 
w as  dec ided  to th row  open all positions for 1999. C a lls  for 
nom inations w ere  p laced  via  a m ailou t to mem bers of the 
A L IA  T A FE  Sec tio n . M em b ers  w e re  also  advised  v ia  the 
o n lin e  Bu lle t in  Board  L ib rary  Serv ices and  m ailou ts to all 
Q u een s lan d  T A FE Institute libraries.

O n  Thursday 29 April, the fo llow in g  office bearers w ere  
e le c ted : p res ident —  Sue M oss; vice-president —  H e len  
M artyn ; secretary —  Brenda Strachan; treasurer —  M a rilyn  
C h a lm e rs ; and the com m ittee  m em bers —  E la in e  Baker, 
Ja n ic e  Cook, A rlene  Johnson, T racey  Keates, C ece lia  Ryan, 
K im  Sutcliffe. Com m ittee mem ber Tracey Keates has since re
signed as she is no longer w ork ing  in TA FE.

A  successful professional deve lopm ent activ ity  w as co n 
ducted  on 28 June ca lled  'Leap ing  the leve ls '. This sem inar 
for lib rary staff from ail sections of Q ueensland  G overnm en t 
looked at the process of advancem ent w ith in  the professional 
and techn ica l streams of the lib rary profession. Speakers in 
c luded  representatives from the State Pub lic  Services Federa
tion of Q ueensland, H um an Resources, librarians and library 
techn ic ians w h o  had successfu lly gained advancem ent, and 
m em bers of in te rv ie w  panels. M o re  than fifty peop le  at
tended this function  and partic ipated  en thusiastica lly  in the

c lo s in g  pane l d iscuss ion . A n  interesting o u tco m e of this 
sem inar w as the apparent lack  of uniformity of the ad va n ce 
m ent process across the profess ion . Video tapes of the p ro 
gram  w ere  p roduced  and d ispa tched  to requesting libraries.

Sue M oss, as president o f  the section, attended the 7th 
A L IA  TAFE Section National Conference in Hobart from 1 8 to 
20 July and the A L IA  N ationa l T A FE  Section meeting fo llo w 
ing the conference. A  report on  the corference was distributed 
via the Bu lletin  Board  L ib rary  Services and the Q ueensland  
TA FE libraries' newsletter. Paper copief of the conference pro
ceedings w ere  distributed to com m ittee members.

Ela ine Baker and H e len  M artyn  w ill speak to graduating 
students from the M o rn in g s id e  Librarv T ech n ic ian  Course at 
the end of this acad em ic  yea r on  gain ng em p loym ent w ith in  
T A FE  libraries, h ow  to ap p ly  for a position, w riting  to se lec 
tion criteria and the in te rv iew  process. A rlene Johnson and 
Sue  M oss conducted  s im ila r presentations for graduating li
b rary students from the Q u ee n s la n d  Jn iv e rs ity  of T e ch n o l
ogy in late O ctob er.

An end of year event com b in ing  the annual general m eet
ing and d in n e r w as  held on  F r id ay  I 9 N o vem b er. A  fina l 
function  is p lanned for the Sec tio n  in early D ecem ber w h ich  
w ill  be a w orkshop  addressing the ways w orkers can cope  
w ith  stress.

M inutes of the A L IA  T A FE  (Q ueensland ) Section  are pub 
lished in the Q ueensland  T A FE  I ibraries' publication, L IN C s.a
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The Q u e e n s la n d  L ib ra ry  T e ch n i
c ia n s  S e c t io n  has had  a ve ry  
b u sy  and  p ro d u c t iv e  yea r. 

O n c e  ag a in  w e  p ro m o ted  the 
Q u e e n s la n d  Stud en t L ib ra ry  T e c h n i
c ia n  o f the  Y e a r  q u est, w h ic h  w a s  
w o n  by  L e s le y  H a r tm a n  from  
Q u ee n s la n d  T A FE . W e  also presented 
a n o m in a t io n  for th e  A L IA  L ib ra ry  
T e c h n ic ia n  o f the Y e a r  A w a rd . O u r  
successfu l a p p lic a t io n  c u lm in a ted  in 
H e len  P ickers w in n in g  the prestigious 
aw a rd .

A c t iv it ie s  h a v e  in c lu d e d  guest 
speakers w h o  spoke  on the top ics  of 
in terlib rary  loans and  the Q u een s lan d  
m en to ring  p rogram .

O u r  annua l w o rksh o p  covered  the 
issues o f 'H e a lth  and  safety in the li
b ra ry  e n v iro n m e n t : be  p rep a re d  for 
the n ew  m ille n n iu m '. The first session 
looked  at h o w  to id en tify  hazards in 
the w o rk p la c e ; sa fety  ch e ck lis ts ; em- 
p lo y e e / e m p lo y e r  re s p o n s ib il ity  and  
w o rk  c o v e r  b ack g ro u n d .

The second  session w as  presented 
by  a sp e c ia lis t  on re h a b ilita t io n . H e

spoke on the im p o rta n ce  of posture ; 
the  m an u a l h a n d lin g  o f eq u ip m en t, 
such  as a t ro lle y  fu ll o f b ooks; and  
in juries and  the ir cau ses  and  p re v e n 
tio n . T h is  se c t io n  p ro v id e d  a b it o f 
light en terta inm ent as m em bers o f the 
a u d ie n c e  w e re  asked  to p a rtic ip a te . 
The w o rk sh o p  w a s  s p e c if ic a l ly  d e 
signed  for the l ib ra ry  e n v iro n m e n t . 
W e  have had ex ce llen t feed b ack  and 
w o u ld  co n s id e r d o in g  it aga in .

The section 's com m ittee  have  also 
o rg an ised  trips to the  n e w  D e p a r t 
m ent o f Em p lo ym en t T ra in in g  and  In 
dustrial Re lations L ib rary  and the U n i
ve rs ity  o f Q u e e n s la n d  'C y b ra ry ' w ith  
guest speaker Ja n in e  Schm id t.

T h e  co m m itte e s  m a in  in it ia tiv e s  
for this year has been  focused  on p ro 
m o tio n  and  sp o n so rsh ip . W e  h ave  
been ve ry  fortunate to attract Q u e e n s 
land  L ib ra ry  S u p p lie s  as o u r m a jo r 
sponsor for the Q u e e n s la n d  S tud en t 
L ib ra ry  T e c h n ic ia n  o f the  Y e a r  p ro 
gram . O th e r  sponsors h ave  in c lu d ed  
D A N K A  A u s tra lia , R ive rb e n d  Bo oks 
B r isb a n e  C ity  A IM  B o o k s h o p , and  
Jam es Ben n ett P ty  Ltd.

M e m b e rs  o f ou r section  presented 
a p ro m o tio n a l lectu re on  the v a lu e  o f 
A L IA  m e m b e rsh ip  to  T A F E  L ib ra ry  
T e c h n ic ia n  students d u rin g  M a y .  In 
the S e p te m b e r  1 999  issue o f inCite, 
three Q u e e n s la n d  lib ra ry  te c h n ic ia n  
m em b ers  had a r t ic le s  p u b lis h e d : 
Y v o n n e  B ro c k . M a r y  H a r lo w  an d  
H e len  P ick e rs .

N in te e n  ve ry  keen  Q u e e n s la n d  
m em bers attended  the  10th n a tio na l 
te c h n ic ia n s ' co n fe ren ce  in Frem antle . 
S in ce  the c o n fe ren ce  w e  h ave  fo rm ed  
an e x e c u t iv e  c o m m itte e  to p rep a re  
and  p re s e n t  a b id  fo r the  12th n a 
tional c o n fe re n ce  in 200 3 .

W e  h a v e  w e lc o m e d  m a n y  n e w  
faces to ou r m e e tin g s  and  h a v e  
g a in ed  a tr ick le  o f  n e w  m e m b ers . 
Next yea r w e  hope to estab lish  a n e w  
Su nsh in e  C o a s t  reg io n a l section .

I w o u l d like to take  this o p p o rtu 
nity to tha nk m y ex e cu tive  co m m ittee  
for a ll th e ir  su p p o rt as n o n e  o f th e  
ab o ve  w o u ld  h a v e  b een  a c h ie v a b le  
w ith  out th e ir  co m m itm en t. m


