
Victorian Branch trials new structure
Ebe Kartus, secretary, ALIA Victorian Branch

T
he A L IA  V ic to rian  Branch  had an interesting year this 
year. U n d er Sue M cKn ig h t's  leadership  a d ifferent in
ternal structure for the Branch w as trialed. Full Branch 
C o u n c il m eetings w e re  held b i-m onthly, w ith  com m ittees 

and execu tive  m eetings held in the 'o ff m onth '. There w ere  
three com m ittees as w e ll as the m ento ring  group w h o  
w orked  so lid ly  throughout the year. The com m ittees w ere : 
future d irections; C P D  and w o rkp lace  issues; and com m un i
cation . The future d irections com m ittee considered  the re
new al process and w ays to lead the organ isation  fo rw ard : a 
report on the future structure of A L IA  w as com m iss ioned  
from Professor Edw ard  Lim for consideration  by Branch . The 
com m u n ications  com m ittee dealt w ith , am ong other issues, 
m em bership renew al. The C P D  com m ittee organised a sem i
nar 'Tak ing  charge of your career', w h ich  inc luded  the ALIA  
Career Developm ent Kit. A  careers sh o w case  w as held in 
N ovem ber.

In the latter half of the year Branch Council invited speak
ers to address both the C oun c il and m em bers on various ar
eas of interest. C raig  Anderson, A L IA  president ou tlined  the 
process of renew al and the future role of the o rgan isation ; 
Professor D on  Schau d er, m em ber of the L ib ra ry  Board  of 
V ic to r ia  and ch a ir  of the V ic to r ian  L ib raries  N e tw o rk in g  
C om m ittee, spoke on the role of the N etw ork ing  Com m ittee 
and its curren t priorities; Ross G ibbs, d irector and Keeper of

Pu b lic  Records and Justine H eaz lew o o d  ou tlined  the w ork  
curren tly  undertaken by the Pub lic  Records O ffice  and gave 
an o ve rv iew  of the V icto rian  Electronic Records Strategy; and 
Steve O 'C o n n o r, ch ie f execu tive  officer of C A V A L  addressed 
the N o vem b er m eeting.

An  ex trem ely  successfu l A ustra lian  L ib ra ry  W e e k  w as 
held under the ab le  stew ardship  of Kerri P le yd e ll. In one of 
the even ts held ap p rox im a te ly  120 peo p le  attended  the 
sh o w ing  of the m o v ie  Desk Set at the Sun Theatre  in 
Yarrav ille . Before the v iew in g , H e len  H ayes  w as presented 
w ith  her A L IA  Fe llo w sh ip  and the A L IA  A w ard s for In n ova 
tion in V ic to ria  w e re  conferred .

V a rio u s  o ther even ts took p lace  th roughout the year. 
W a rre n  H orton  addressed a V ic L IS  Forum  on his tim e as d i
rector-general o f the N ational Library of Australia  w ith  a d in 
ner being held afterwards to farew ell him . Sue M cKn igh t was 
part of a panel speaking on 'C ensorsh ip : does it m ake sense 
in a digital age?' The m eeting was jo in tly  sponsored by E lec 
tronic  Frontiers Austra lia , C om m un ica tions  Law  Centre and 
A L IA , V ic to rian  B ranch . This led later in the year to a joint 
V A L A  (V ic to rian  Assoc ia tion  for L ib rary A u tom ation ) A L IA  
m eeting dea ling  w ith  the techn ica l aspects o f internet filter
ing and censorship. Another joint m eeting w ith  the V icto rian  
L ib ra ry  N e tw o rk  C o m m ittee  on 'M a rk e tin g  lib ra ries ' took 
p lace  in O c to b e r w ith  100 peop le attending. ■

Highlighting the importance of school libraries
Kris Johnstone, president ALIA Schools Section, National and Victorian groups

Key issues for the Schoo ls  Section  for 
I 999 w e re :

• the tra in ing  of teacher-librarians;

• the staffing of school libraries;

• the position  of school libraries after 
the AL.IA/ACLIS merger;

• the positioning the lib rary e ffective ly  
w ith in  the school;

• the use of techn o log y  in schools —  
context and cau tion ;

• inform ation literacy for students; and

• the teach ing  of inform ation skills.

In A pril w e  responded to a request 
from  the A L IA  Board  of Ed ucation  to 
present for d iscussion  a paper on the 
education  and training needs of teacher 
lib ra rians and  on w ays  in w h ic h  the 
Board  can  w o rk  w ith  the Section  on is
sues c ritica l to the future of teacher li- 
brariansh ip.

Three section representatives (Anne 
P lo w m an  from N e w  South W a le s  and 
Sandra  Ryan  and Kris Johnstone from 
V ic to r ia ) are w o rk ing  on the Learning 
for the Future Reference G roup  in co n 
junction  w ith  the Australian  Schoo l L i
brary A sso c ia tio n  (A SLA ). The group

has focused  on ed iting  and updating  
the existing benchm arks for school li
braries. The revised  d o cu m en t is due 
for pub lica tion  in mid-2000.

The section has also w ritten  a sub
m ission to the Rural and Rem ote Ed u 
cation  Inqu iry  w h ich  w as incorporated  
into the A L IA  subm ission . It says in 
part: ‘School libraries remain essential 
to the acquisition o f information lit
eracy for students thus preparing them 
for lifelong learning ... School libraries, 
adequately funded and effectively  
staffed, provide students with an oppor
tunity to maximise theii chances of suc
cess. A va ilab le  data indicates that 
school libraries make a significant dif
ference to student learning outcomes. 
Although little investigation has been 
done specifically into the adequacy of 
library services in rural and remote 
communities, it is acknow ledged that 
there are significant issues o f funding 
and staffing which contribute to the dis
advantages experienced with inad
equate library services...' A n ecd o ta l 
ev id ence  ind icates that school libraries 
in rem ote areas fall w e ll short of the 
gu id e lines  re com m en d ed  in Learning  
for the future: developing information 
services for Australian schools.

Victorian group
T h e  m a jo r a c t iv it y  fo r the  y e a r  w a s  
the  jo in t  A L IA / S L A V / M L C / C h a r le s  
Sturt L Jn ive rs ity  co n fe re n ce  featuring  
Ja m ie  M c K e n z ie  on the top ic  of an in 
fo rm atio n  litera te  sch o o l c o m m u n ity  
—  a v e ry  p o p u la r  d a y  w ith  250  d e l
egates and  lots o f insp ira tio n  and  e n 
th u s ia sm  —  and  g reat ideas from  
Jam ie .

O u r m eeting at Parade C o lleg e  on 
26 June  addressed the issue of 
resourcing  the n ew  V C E . W ith  input 
from  the Board  of Stud ies and several 
practising teachers and teacher lib rar
ians w e  w ere  ab le to d eve lop  strategies 
for iden tify ing  and d ea lin g  w ith  
changes to the V C E . C le a r ly  there are 
few er changes in som e areas than o th 
ers and there is un like ly  to be the mad 
p an ic  that characterised  the in troduc
tion of the V C E , h o w eve r it is good to 
have a fram ework for looking at our re
sources and for ex am in in g  the n ew  
study designs.

The issue of copyrigh t never leaves 
us, and the com m ittee took the oppo r
tun ity on 4 Septem ber to re-exam ine it 
w ith  particu lar reference to e lec tron ic  
resources, and also  address som e of 
those perennial thorny questions. ■
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