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Don’t re-invent the wheel
T he hard-working Bern ie Sloan of the U n i

versity of Illinois has put together an online 
collection of documents on library consor

tia at http://www.lis.u iuc.edu/~b-sloan/consort. 
htm. The site currently houses about 100 web- 
accessible documents on the governance and ad 
m inistration of lib rary consortia and 
co-operatives. The documents have been divided 
into four types —  Bylaw s, M em oranda of U nd er
standing, Resource Sharing Agreements and Stra
tegic Plans.

G iv in g  it  a w a y  1
M ayb e  it is the proxim ity to Christmas, but things 
are chang ing fast in the database w orld . P rev i
ously expensive databases are reinventing them 
selves as free services. Beilste in Abstracts is the 
latest to announce it w ill be freely-searchable on 
C h e m W e b  [http://chemweb.com /databases/ 
beilste in ]. M em bers (you need to register at 
C h em W eb , but join ing is free) can now  gain un
restricted access to Be ils te in  on the w eb  and 
search for titles, abstracts and authors from jour
nals in organic and related chem istry. There are 
curren tly  m ore than 600 000 artic les in the 
Be ils te in  Abstracts database w h ich  covers the 
period from 1980 to date.

G iv in g  it  a w a y  2
NorthernLight's usgovsearch, w h ich  a llow s users 
to search for Un ited  States governm ent d o cu 
ments across the w h o le  range of governm ent 
sites, is also now  free for libraries. The service 
was orig ina lly  launched in partnership w ith NT IS 
as a paying service. It becam e free for a trial pe
riod, then w ent back to charging for some users. 
Then N T IS  closed down. NorthernLight seems to 
be keen to promote the new  free service so it is 
worth a look at http://usgovsearch.northernlight. 
com /publibaccess. There is still a charge for m a
terial from NorthernLight's Spec ia l Co llections, 
but searching there, as at usgovsearch, is free of 
charge. C ovSp o t w ill also find United States gov
ernm ent information. This com m ercia l on line re
source provides links to other w o rld w id e  
governm ent sites [http://www.govspot.com/].

G o in g  in to  th e  p o r ta l  b u s in ess
D ia log  have deve loped  three new  portals for 
business, sc ience  and techno logy [http ://ww w. 
dialog.com/]. You can see the front pages of each 
portal —  w h ich  include news, weather and sports 
—  for nothing, but further access, for exam ple to 
databases or publications, is chargeable. You can 
pay by credit card if you w ant an ind ividual sub
scription. O n ce  signed up, you can  personalise 
your portal to match your interests, choosing from 
more than 50 000 publications, including market 
research reports, journals, m agazines, new spa 
pers, newsletters and newsw ires.

Im a g e s  f ro m  the
N a t io n a l  L ib r a r y ' o f  A u s t r a l ia
You can search more than 20 000 images from 
the N LA 's  pictorial collection, at the Imagesi web  
site [http://www.nla.gov.au/products/im ages1/]. 
The site also offers a brow se function, but it is 
actually  more of a search —  no menus or lists of

£p i

names are offered. H ow eve r the site is very easy 
to navigate and use.

I t a l ia n  a rc h iv e
The M ed ici A rch ive [http://www.medici.org/] was 
established by G rand  D uke Cosim o I in 1569, 
and consists of nearly three m illion  letters. The 
M ed ic i A rch ive  Project, an A m erican  non-profit 
organisation based in F lorence, is attempting to 
organise this m aterial to m ake it a va ilab le  to 
scholars and researchers. It curren tly  conta ins 
2600 pages of sam ple docum ent reports. The 
pro ject a llow s you track references to people, 
p laces and topics and then com b ine  them  in 
searches. The project is also invo lved  in d o cu 
m enting the history o f F lo rentine costum e and 
textiles, and in projects on jew ish history, religion 
and culture. The site also provides inform ation 
about jobs and fellowships.

M a i l in g  l is t  fo r  d ig ita l h is to r ia n s
If the subject of d ig itis ing history interest you, 
check out a new  m ailing list just opened on the 
topic. H istory digitisation aims to bring together 
experts in the field and academ ics or librarians 
w ho are looking to digitise material. You can find 
out how  to join the list at the site. H ave  a look at 
the searchable arch ive of existing postings to see 
w hether it w ill be useful at http://www.m ailbase. 
ac.uk/lists/history-digitisation/.

N e w  s ty le  se a rch  to o l
O ing o  aim s to im prove the re levance  o f 'net 
search results by checking  first w h ich  of several 
possible meanings of a word you actually  want, 
for exam ple train as in teach or train as in trans
port. Try it out at http://www.oingo.com /.

V i r t u a l  S a n t a ’s h e lp e r
]ust in tim e for Christmas com es Safe Shopping, 
http://www.safeshopping.org/, from the Am erican 
Bar Association. The site shows you how- to shop 
safely on line . Sections answ er questions about 
security, p rivacy, payment, product, terms, d e liv 
ery, records, com plaints, and tips. The A ssoc ia 
tion has also released a handy little guide called  
How to research companies on the net, http:// 
w w w .in te rn e tlaw ye r.co m /fa c ts/co m p an y .h tm l. 
This is a good, sim ply laid-out starting point for 
anyone w anting  to find U n ited  States com pany 
information. It is a partial reprint of the print pub
lication The internet fact finder for lawyers: how 
to find anything on the net.
O z  b u s in ess  o n lin e
Austra lia  on D isp lay  makes find ing  A ustralian  
com panies easier. This site from AusTrade a llow s 
you to browse by industry category, for example, 
m ining and energy, food and beverage, or per
form a keyword search. The results provide use
ful inform ation about a com p an y 's  products or 
services, as w ell as giving com prehensive contact 
details, m any of w h ich  inc lude  w eb  or e-mail 
addresses [http ://w w w .austrade.gov.au/AO D / 
index.asp].

S h a r in g  it  ro u n d
U K  Libraries Plus is a major new  initiative by uni
versities and colleges across the country to pro
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v ide  recip roca l lib rary access to one another's 
students. The schem e is being offered on a trial 
basis until the end of the academ ic year when its 
future w ill be review ed. O ve r fifty higher educa
tion institutions in the United Kindom are partici
pating in the trial w h ich  w ill a llo w  part-time, 
distance, and placem ent students to borrow  from 
libraries near their homes or workplaces. Find out 
more at httpy7www.lisa.sbu.ac.uk/uklibrariesplus/. 
The trial does not include access to com puter fa
c ilities or provide reciprocal e lectronic rights. As 
m ore A ustra lian  students choose to study re
m otely, the issue of reciprocal e lectron ic  access 
to resources w ill probab ly becom e an issue for 
Australian academ ic libraries to grapple w ith.

E - jo u rn a l g u id e
Harrassow itz has produced a resource guide for 
e lec tro n ic  journals at http ://w w w .harrassow itz . 
de/ms/ejresguide.html. Publications cover the his
tory of ejournals and the main issues involved  in 
their production, management and use. There are 
sections on e-journal lists and d irectories, on 
publishers of e-journals and on standards such as 
metadata, preservation and archiving, and intel
lectual property issues.

L i b r a r y  e - n e w s le tte r
Library juice is a brief, no-frills news digest for 
librarians and library and information science stu
dents. It inc ludes announcem ents (often clips 
from such services as the Scout Report), handy 
w eb  resources, calls for papers, and other news 
affecting the library w orld . You can read it at the 
site, or opt to get it v ia  e-mail [h ttp ://ww w.
I ibr.org/Juice/].

L i s t  s e rv ic e
If you just can 't get enough of e-mail lists, visit 
L ist-N ew s.com  and get ail the latest industry 
news. You can find out just about everything to 
do w ith  e-mail lists, such as software, hosting, 
advertising, current research, archiving techno lo 
gies, content and publishing  [http://!ist-news. 
com /].

Z o o m  in  on  y o u r  fa v o u r it e  spots
The new  M ap  M a ch in e  from N ational G e o 
graphic should be a fun p lace to go, as w e ll as a 
useful and educational one. The site a llow s you 
to zoom  in on specific  areas of the w orld  map. 
You can choose different themes for w hat you 
view , such as satellite imagery, land use, environ
mental threats, and earthquakes. You w ill need a 
reasonably fast link to get the best out of it as the 
map images can be s low  to load [http ://ww w. 
nationalgeographic.com /m apm achine/].

M o n ic a  n eed  n o t a p p ly
Internship programs offer students a ch an ce  to 
'try out' an area of w ork  that interests them, 
whether in business, in vo luntary organisations, 
or in governm ent. Internship Program s http:// 
w w w .internshipprogram s.com / provides search
able access to over 2700 such programs (offering 
200 000 jobs) from 'around the w o rld ' (actually 
on ly  the United States or Europe). The programs 
are offered by a range of com pan ies, govern 
ments, and not-for-profit organisations.

C ite  it r ig h t
There are a lready a num ber of good websites on 
e le c tro n ic  c ita tio n  styles, but O n lin e  C ita tio n  
Styles is a good addition . The site makes it ve ry  
sim ple to cite a range o f e lec tron ic  co m m u n ica 
tions from  M O O s  and M U D s  to chat, e-m ail, 
new sgroup  postings and w e b  forum s. It caters 
for different gu ide lines and styles, for exam ple, 
M L A , A P A , and the Chicago Manual of Style 
[ h ttp :/ / w w w .b e d fo rd s tm a r t in s .c o m / o n l ine/ 
c itex .h tm l].

N e g o t ia t in g  U n it e d  N a t io n s  in fo rm a t io n
The United Nations (U N ) has tw o helpful places 
to start finding inform ation. The Un ited  Nations 
System  http://www.unsystem .org/ is the o ffic ia l 
w ebsite  locator for U N  programs, specialised  
agencies and organisations. The Un ited  Nations 
D ocum entation  Research G u id e  provides basic 
research tools for deciphering docum ent symbols, 
codes, num bering  systems, and indexes to U N  
docum ents [http://www.un.org/Depts/dhl/ 
resguide/J. If that is not enough, have a look at the 
Spire Pro ject's guide to tracking dow n  U N  infor
mation at http://cn.net.au/un.htm. It provides ad 
v ice  on locating  docum ents, o rganisations and 
depository libraries for U N  publications.

W e  a re  a l l  In fo rm a t io n  w o rk e r s  n o w
The C om m on w ealth  G o ve rnm en t's  vis ion  for 
Australia in the information age is spelled out in 
the docum ent A  strategic framework for the infor
mation economy —  identifying priorities for ac
tion http://www.noie.gov.au/docs/strategy/ 
strategicfram ework.htm l.

B u s in e s s  n ew s
If you w ant to link to a range of business pub lica 
tions easily, then the Business Publications D ire c 
tory is not a bad start. It con ta ins links to 120 
pub lica tions such as Forbes, Barron's, Business 
Week and Bloomberg's, that provide some or all 
of their content on line [http://gwm.net/latestnews. 
cfm ].

R e fe re n c e  d e sk
For those w h o  have not developed  their ow n  V ir 
tual Re ference C o llec tio n , try out A n d re w 's  
O n lin e  Reference w h ich  is a simple on line guide 
to virtual sources [http ://ww w.lib .usf.edu/ 
~abreidenAeference.htm l]. M y  on ly qu ibble is the 
formatting w h ich  makes it hard to distinguish be
tween what is text and w hat is a link.

N o r th e r n  Ir e la n d  c o n f l ic t  re so u rce
The C A IN  (Conflict A rch ive  on the INternet) site 
contains information and source material on the 
Northern Ireland  'T roub les ' from 1968 to the 
present. The site is aim ed at academ ics but any 
one can use it. The Sutton Index o f D eaths has 
recently been added to the site. This lists all peo
ple w ho  have died as a result of the conflict since 
Ju ly  1969. O ther links include the background to 
the conflict, and its key events and issues, links to 
the Northern Ireland  Socie ty  and to other re
searchers, and a gatew ay to other Net resources 
on the topic [http://cain.ulst.ac.uk/].

See you in 2000. ■

L ib r a r y  ju ic e  is a 
brief, no-frills newer 

digest for librarians 
and library and 

information science 
students. I t  includes 

announcements, 
bandy web resources, 
calls for papers, and 
other news affecting 
the library world...

S A V E  YO URSELF  
THE TROUBLE O F  

T Y P IN G  THESE  
URLS!

This column (with associated 
hyperlinks) can be found on the 
Association's website, ALIAnet, at 
http://www.alia.org.au/incite/

[Please note that full-stops at the 
end of any URL or e-mail addresses 
appearing in in c i te  should NOT be 
used]

Contributions and suggestions for 
this column are always welcome. 
Please e-mail Belinda Weaver at
weaver@alia.org.au or via the ALIA 
National Office, incite@alia.org.au
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