
Help shape the new Association
A CT
•  3/3 ACT Library Technicians meeting.
Speaker Steven Cremer, ADFA Library, Presi
dent ACT Cataloguers section, on Role versus 
reality: library technicians in cataloguing. 
5:30-7:00 pm, CIT Reid, D Block (room 
number on main door). Contact: Beth Clary 
ph 02 6234 2225, beth.clary@radford. 
com.au or Marion Boyd (President), ph 02 
6270 6912, mboyd@hcourt.gov.au
• 4/3 ACT Special Libraries section. Af
ternoon Tea at the Hyatt Hotel, 3:30pm. Then 
join us afterwards for Librarians Libations. A 
scrumptious menu and the cost just $16.50 
per person. Contact: Susan White, ph 02 
6205 0391, fx 02 6205 0392, susan_white@ 
dpa.aa.gov.au RSVPby26/2.
•  4/3 ACT Special Libraries section. Li
brarians Libations —  the first payday o f every 
month. Come and meet the new committee 
and colleagues at the Hyatt at 5:30pm. 
Phone Julie Philips, ph 02 6208 5112, fx 02 
6208 5149, j.phiiips@nma.gov.au
•  12/3 ACT Branch. Craig Boaden, SOCOG, 
will speak on the progress to Sydney 2000, 
particularly the information service, which is 
using new technology for a wide range of in
formation services. 12:30—2pm, McDonald 
Room, Menzies Library, ANU. Bring your 
lunch. Contaa: Roxanne Missingham, ph 02 
6242 1659, R.M issingham@dwe.csiro.au.
• 17/3 ACT Branch AGM and Council meet
ing. Any motions for the AGM  should reach 
Sally-Anne in writing by 10/3. 4th Floor Con
ference Room, NLA, 5:30pm. Contaa: ACT 
Branch Secretary, Sally-Anne Leigh, fx 02 
6201 5301, sal@isd.canberra.edu.au
• 23/3 ACT UCRL5 section. Dr Warwick Cath- 
ro on Digital libraries: a national library perspec
tive. Dr Cathro will present additional material 
omitted from his Sydney talk because of lack of 
time. NLA Theatre, Lower Ground Floor, 
12:30pm. Bring your lunch. Contact Nancy 
Clarke, ph 02 6209 1117, fx 02 6209 1114, 
n.clarke@signadou.acu.edu.au
• 23/3 ACT Special Libraries section Dale 
Chatwin demonstrating the ABS implementation 
of Lotus Notes. 4:40pm, ABS Library, meet at Re
ception Desk, Unit 5, Ground Floor, Cameron Of
fices, Belconnen. Free two hour parking on 
Chandler Street after 4pm. RSVP: Dale, ph 02 
6252 6610, Dale.Chatwin@ABS.gov.au
• 1/4 ACT Special Libraries section Early 
warning: next month Librarians' Libations will be 
at the Yacht Club. Come and network with your 
colleagues, starting at 5:30pm, and find out 
what is really happening in Canberra's library 
community. Contaa Julie Philips, ph 02 6208 
5112, fx 6208 5149, j.philips@nma.gov.au
• 15/5 ACT Library Technician section. Cel
ebrating 20 years, 1979-1999. Celebration din
ner during ALW for all who have participated in 
the course. Venue: The Hellenic Club of Canber
ra, cost $26.00. Further information from Ursula 
Macdermott, ph 02 6271 5668,
ursula.macdermott@dpmc.gov.au

NSW
• 6/3 ALIA NSW Branch Council meet
ing. NSW  College of Nursing, 55 Hereford 
Street, Glebe, 10—4prn. Observers welcome. 
RSVP to Jo-anne Fuller or Heather Black, ph 
02 9906 6000, jojo1@ozemail.com.au
•  10/3 NSW Library Technician section 
General meeting. Guest Speaker: Margaret 
Farrington, Co-ordinator Colleaion Services: 
on the role of Library Technicians at Liverpool 
Library. Liverpool City Library, 170 George 
Street, Liverpool. 5:30pm (refreshments pro
vided). Contaa: Stephen Coppins, ph 02 
9514 3036, Stephen.Coppins@uts.edu.au
• 29/3 NSW CYSS section. AGM and Pic
ture Books... through children's eyes seminar.
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Are you eligible you vote in the up-coming plebiscite?

A LIA  m em bers en jo y  a w ide-range of 
benefits, in c lud ing  a subscrip tion  to 
InCite  m agaz ine, d iscounts on the 

purchase p rice of A L IA  publications, access 
to industrial services, copyrigh t ad v ice , and 
the right to vo te in A L IA  elections.

If you have not yet renew ed  your m em 
bership, now  is the tim e. As per the Charter 
o f renewal, the A ssociation  w ill be seeking 
the v iew s of its members through a plebiscite 
to d e term in e  w h e th e r m em bers support a 
new  nam e for the Association  [see ballot pa
per inc luded  w ith  this issue].

The tw o  sides of the debate  w e re  in 
c luded  in the Ju ly  1998 issue of inCite and 
on A L IA net. The argum ents in support of re
ta in ing  the nam e A L IA  in c lu d ed : that the 
nam e is well-established and has a high pro

file both w ith in  and beyond  the sector; that 
change, progress and innovation  are the key 
elem ents of a new  peak organisation and can 
be ach ieved  w ithou t a n ew  nam e; and that 
there w ou ld  be sign ifican t financia l costs in 
chang ing  the nam e.

Those in favo u r o f a n ew  nam e c o u n 
tered w ith : a n ew  nam e w o u ld  be sym bo lic  
of n ew  content and new  d irection ; the cu r 
rent nam e is cum bersom e and conven tiona l; 
and a nam e change cou ld  be cost-effective, 
g iven  the benefits.

To be e lig ib le  to vo te in this p leb isc ite , 
you  must return your renew a l form s w ith  
paym ent before 7 April 1999. And rem em 
ber, this w ill be the last issue of inCite you 
w ill rece ive  if you do not renew  your m em 
bership before this date. ■

Membership FAQs
Who can become a member of ALIA?
A n yo n e  w ith  an interest in the lib rary and inform ation sector is w e lco m e  to jo in .

How do I become a member of ALIA?
You must com p le te  an ap p lica tion  form , a va ila b le  from A L IA  N a tio n a l O ffice . C h eck  
A L IA n e fs  m em bersh ip  pages f ] for detailed  infor
m ation, or ca ll A L IA  N ationa l O ffice  on 1800 02 0071.

Will the qualification I hold make me eligible for associate or library technician 
membership?
To be e lig ib le  for A L IA  associate or lib rary techn ic ian  m em bersh ip  you are required  to 
hold an ALIA-recognised qualification  in library and information studies. The staff at A L IA  
N ational O ff ic e  are happy to p rovide inform ation about A LIA-recogn ised  qualifica tions 
and discuss an y  queries you m ay have in relation to your e lig ib ility .

How long will it take for my application to be processed?
You w ill be added to the A L IA  m ailing list and begin to rece ive m em bership services from 
the day  your ap p lica tion  is rece ived . H o w eve r, the formal e lection  p rocedure takes one 
month to com p le te  as all app lications are sent to the A L IA  Board  of Education  and G e n 
eral C o u n c il for e lec tion , it m ay be another tw o  to four w eeks before associate/library 
techn ic ian  certificates can  be processed, signed and posted.

I am an associate member o f ALIA. What post-nominal letters may 1 use?
Associate m em bers o f A L IA  m ay use the post-nom inal letters 'A A L IA ' w h ils t a fin ancia l 
m em ber of the A ssocia tion .

What post-nominal letters may I use if I am a library technician member?
Library techn ic ian  m em bers of A L IA  m ay use of the post-nominal letters 'A L IA T e c ' w h ilst 
a fin anc ia l m em ber of the Association .

I am currently studying a course in library and informat ion studies. What category 
should I join?
You m ay jo in  the m em ber category and rece ive full m em bership benefits. There is a spe
c ia l subsidised m em ber fee for students w h o  are not in receipt of a salary.

I have just completed my degree. How do I upgrade my membership?
O n  com p le tion  of you r studies you m ay app ly  to upgrade from m em ber to associate or 
lib rary techn ic ian . The A ssociation  w ill require photocop ies o f your qua lifica tions  and 
the paym ent o f the $25 certifica te  fee.

I have let my membership lapse. How do I reinstate my membership?
You can app ly  for re-adm ission to the Association . A pp lica tion  forms are ava ilab le  from 
A L IA  N ationa l O ffice , P O  Box E441, Kingston 2604.
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