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•  12/7-13/12 ACT Branch. Council 
meeting. NLA, 4th Floor Conference Room, 
5:30pm, unless otherwise announced. (12/ 
7, 9/8, 13/9, 11/10, 15/11, 13/12). Con- 
tart: Sally-Anne Leigh, Branch secretary, ph 
02 6249 3681, fx 02 679 9655, sally- 
anne.leigh@anu.edu.au
• 13/7 APSIG. Oliver Mann, NLA's re
gional officer in Asia, will give us an up-to- 
date report on Indonesia. NLA, 4th Floor 
Conference Room, 12:30-1:30pm, all wel
come, bring your lunch. Contact: Marie 
Sexton, ph 02 6262 1519, m.sexton@ 
nla.gov.au
• 22/7 ACT Library Technicians' sec
tion. Our annual cool yule dinner. The 
Restaurants, CIT Reid Building K, Level 1, 
7 for 7:30pm. A Christmas buffet for 
$28.50. Come and have an enjoyable 
time. RSVPby 12 July to: Glenis Matheson, 
ph 02 6201 5695, glenism@cts.canberra. 
edu.au
• 2/8 ACT Library Technicians sec
tion. General meeting. CIT, Reid Campus 
Building D (room n° on door), 5:30pm. 
Contact: Beth Clary, president, ph 02 6234 
2225, beth.clary@radford.com.au
• 13/12 ACT Branch. Christmas drinks/ 
celebration. Details: to be advised. Con
tact: Sally-Anne Leigh, Branch secretary, ph 
02 6249 3681, fx 02 679 9655, sally- 
anne.leigh@anu.edu.au
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• 7/7 NSW Local Studies section. Lo
cal studies and the web seminar. State Li
brary of NSW, McDonalds Room, 9:30— 
4:30pm. $60.50 ALIA members, $71.50 
non-members (cost includes lunch/morning 
tea and GST). For further information con
tact: Leonie Masson, ph 02 9936 8412 or 
John Low, ph 02 4723 5044, fx 02 4723 
5059, jlow@bmcc.nsw.gov.au http:// 
www.alia.org.au/sections/local/nsw/ 
web.seminar.html
• 15/7 NSW Library Technicians' sec
tion. General meeting, guest speaker: Jan
ice Biggin, library services co-ordinator, 
discussing the library's decision to appoint 
their first LT. Blue Mountains City Library, 
104 Macquarie Road, Springwood, all wel
come. Contact: Kerry Darnell, ph 02 9715 
8316, kerry.darnell@tafensw.edu.au
• 18/7 Hunter Valley Regional Group.
Guest speaker: John Levett, ALJ editor, will 
address the group on a topic he promises 
will be controversial. For further details 
contact: Diane Schofield, ph 049 524 820, 
diane.schofield@hunterlink.net.au
• 19/7 NSW Far North Coast Region
al Group. General meeting. All library per
sonnel — librarians, library technicians, li
brary students and library assistants — are 
warmly invited to attend. Lismore Base 
Hospital Library, 5:30 for 6pm. RSVP by 
12/7 to: Michael Wheeler, secretary, ph 02 
6620 3995, fx 02 6620 3875, mwheeler® 
scu.edu.au
• 21/7 NSW TAFE section. Job seminar 
— stepping up: strategies for interview 
success. OTEN, 51 Wentworth Road, 
Strathfield, 1:30—4:45pm. Cost (including 
GST): $33 ALIA members, $44 non-mem
bers. RSVP by 14/7 to: Margaret Roberts,
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T he A L IA  B o a rd  o f E d u c a t io n  has m et 
t w ic e  th is  y e a r , o n c e  b y  te le - c o n fe r 
e n c e  on  5 A p r il  2 0 0 0  an d  o n c e  in 

C an b e rra  on 4 and  5 M a y  2 00 0 . Bo ard  m e m 
bers w e lc o m e d  Ja n in e  S c h m id t  to h e r first 
m eetin g  in M a y .

The role of the Board of Education 
in the new Association
F o llo w in g  in c o rp o ra t io n  o f th e  A sso c ia t io n  
u nd e r C o rp o ra tio n s  Law , the M a y  m eeting  o f 
the  B o a rd  o f E d u c a t io n  d is cu sse d  its ro le  
w ith in  th e  n e w  A s s o c ia t io n . T h e  B o a rd  o f 
Ed u c a t io n  d re w  up  a Statement of purpose 
for fe e d b a c k  from  the  A L IA  B o a rd  o f D ir e c 
tors. T h e y  a lso  pu t fo rw a rd  sug g es tio ns  re 
g a rd in g  th e  c o m p o s it io n  o f the  B o a rd  o f 
Ed u ca tio n  and  the  co n d u c t  o f B o ard  business 
to the B o a rd  o f D ire c to rs .

ALIA membership categories
In 1 999 , w ith  G e n e r a l  C o u n c il 's  ag reem ent, 
a B o a rd  o f E d u c a t io n  w o rk in g  p arty  d e v e l
o p ed  a p a p e r ALIA membership categories. 
T h e  p a p e r w a s  d is tr ib u te d  to d iv is io n s  and  
a lso  p la c e d  on  the  A L IA  w eb-s ite  and  A L IA  
m e m b ers  w e re  e n c o u ra g e d  to respond . T h e  
B o a rd  o f E d u c a t io n  c o n s id e re d  th e se  re 
sp o n ses  at its M a y  m e e t in g  an d  fo rw a rd e d  
ALIA membership categories to the B o a rd  o f 
D ire c to rs  for its c o n s id e ra t io n  o f ap p ro p ria te  
a c t io n  a ris in g  from  the  p aper.

Research forum
T h e  B o a rd  o f Ed u ca t io n  is hosting  a research  
fo ru m  Survival, improvement, innovation: 
how research makes good practice, how 
practice makes good research o n  M o n d a y  
23  O c to b e r  2 0 0 0 . F u r th e r  d e ta ils  o f  Sur
vival, improvement, innovation c a n  be  
fo u n d  on  A L IA n e t  at h ttp ://w w w .a lia .o rg .au /  
o r c a n  b e  o b ta in e d  b y  c o n ta c t in g  A L IA  N a 
t io n a l O f f ic e .  R e g is tra t io n  fo r Survival, im
provement, innovation is a v a i la b le  th ro u g h  
th e  A L IA  b ie n n ia l  c o n fe r e n c e  re g is tra t io n  
b ro ch u re .

Continuing professional development
In M a y , the  B o a rd  noted  that o ve r  300  m e m 
bers had  jo in e d  the  c o n t in u in g  p ro fess io n a l 
d e v e lo p m e n t  c o m p lia n c e  c a te g o ry  o f m e m 
b ersh ip . T h e  A s s o c ia t io n 's  a c t iv it ie s  to sup 
port m e m b ers  p a rt ic ip a tin g  in the  ca teg o ry , 
in c lu d in g  e x p lo ra t io n  o f s tra te g ic  p a r tn e r 
sh ips w ith  tra in in g  p roviders, p ro v is ion  o f the 
Career development kit an d  th e  e s ta b lis h 
m en t o f a C P D  e-list, w e re  a lso  no ted .

Education policy statements
D u rin g  1999, the  B o a rd  o f Ed u ca tio n  revised  
th e  Introduction to Education Policy State
ments and  Education Policy Statement N° 1: 
Recognition of entry level courses to in c o r 
p o ra te  th e  c o n te x t  o f the s ta te m e n t The li
brary and information sector: Core

knowledge, skills and attitudes. T h e  M a y  
2 0 0 0  m e e t in g  no ted  the  d e c is io n  p re v io u s ly  
taken  to  d e fe r im p le m e n ta tio n  o f the  re v ised  
S ta tem en ts .

T h e  B o a rd  e x p lo re d  h o w  to  g a in  f e e d 
b a ck  fro m  sch o o ls  o f lib ra ry  and  in fo rm a tio n  
s tud ies  on  the  a p p ro p ria te n e ss  an d  a p p l ic a 
b ility  o f  th e  re v ised  Education Policy State
ments. T h e  B o a rd  ag ree d  tha t th is w o u ld  be 
best a c h ie v e d  b y  im p le m e n t in g  th e  re v is e d  
sta tem ents an d  tr ia lin g  th e  re v ised  Education 
Policy Statement N° 7 by in co rp o ra tin g  these  
re v is io n s  in to  co u rse  re co g n it io n  d o c u m e n 
ta tio n , in c lu d in g  A n n u a l C o u rse  R e tu rn s, in 
2 0 0 0 . L ib ra ry  a n d  in fo rm a t io n  s tu d ie s  
sch o o ls  w i ll  be  asked  to p ro v id e  fe e d b a ck  on  
the  c r ite r ia .

Library and Information 
Services Industry Training Package
A t th e  A p r il  te le - c o n fe re n c e , th e  B o a rd  o f 
E d u c a t io n  re c e iv e d  a re p o rt o n  th e  Library 
and Information Services Industry Training 
Package. T h e  repo rt in tro d u c e d  issues re la t 
ing  to  l ib ra ry  te c h n ic ia n  q u a l if ic a t io n s  a n d  
a ls o  w o r k p la c e  a sse ssm en t, w h ic h  re q u ire  
co n s id e ra t io n  b y  the  Bo a rd  p rio r to re co g n is 
ing  co u rse s  b ased  on  the Training Package. 
T h e  B o a rd  es tab lish ed  a w o rk in g  p a rty  to re 
p o rt b a c k  to  its Ju ly  m e e t in g  o n  th e se  a n d  
o th e r issues re la ted  to  the  T ra in in g  P a ck a g e .

Metcalfe Medallion
A t the  M a y  2 0 0 0  m eetin g , the  B o a rd  d e te r 
m in e d  th a t th e  M e t c a l fe  M e d a l l io n  w o u ld  
n o t be a w a rd e d  in 2 0 0 0 . F o llo w in g  len g th y  
c o n s id e ra t io n  o f the  c o m m e n ts  o f the  s e le c 
tion  p an e l, the  B o a rd  ag reed  to im p le m e n t  a 
c o m p re h e n s iv e  r e v ie w  o f the  c r ite r ia  fo r an d  
ex p ec ta tio n s  o f the  a w a rd . T h e  B o a rd  ag reed  
to suspend  the M e tc a lfe  M e d a l lio n  a w a rd  fo r 
th is  y e a r , w h i le  th e  r e v ie w  is u n d e r ta k e n , 
w h ic h  w i l l  en su re  that en tran ts  for the  a w a rd  
w o u ld  no t be  d is a d v a n ta g e d  d u rin g  th is p e 
riod .

Teacher-librarian advocacy
A ris in g  from  a d iscu ss io n  b e tw e e n  the  B o a rd  
o f E d u c a t io n  a n d  the  A L IA  N a t io n a l S c h o o l 
L ib ra r ie s  S e c t io n  in A p r il  1 9 9 9 , th e  B o a rd  
e s ta b lish e d  a w o rk in g  p a rty  to  c o n s id e r  th e  
A s so c ia t io n 's  ro le  in a d v o c a t in g  the  n eed  for 
teach e r- lib ra rian s  to h av e  lib ra r ian sh ip  q u a l i 
f ic a t io n s . A t  th e  M a y  2 0 0 0  m e e t in g , th e  
w o rk in g  p a rty  re p o rte d  tha t te a c h e r- lib ra r 
ians p r im a rily  sought ass is tance  in ra is ing  the 
a w a re n e s s  o f th o se  in v o lv e d  w ith  th e  e m 
p lo y m e n t  o f te a c h e r  l ib ra r ia n s  on  b o th  the  
issues c o n fro n tin g  te a ch e r  lib ra r ia n s  an d  the  
benefits  o f e m p lo y in g  te a ch e r  lib ra rians . T h e  
B o a rd  d e c id e d  to co n su lt  w ith  the  A L IA  N a 
tio n a l S ch o o l L ib ra rie s  S e c t io n  to d e v e lo p  an 
in fo rm a tio n  p a ck  fo r p r in c ip a ls  on  these  is
sues. ■
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