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A s I a m  c u r r e n t ly  th e  n a t io n a l  
p re s id e n t  o f  th e  S c h o o l L ib r a r 
ies  S e c t io n  o f  A L IA ,  y o u  w i l l  

e x p e c t  m e  to  u rg e  y o u  to  r e n e w  y o u r  
s u b s c r ip t io n s  to  A L IA  a n d  to  r e c ru i t  
o th e r  te a c h e r- l ib ra r ia n s  as  m e m b e rs . 
T h a t  is p a rt o f  th e  b r ie f  th a t  g o e s  w ith  
th e  jo b .

S o m e  p e o p le ,  h o w e v e r ,  m a y  fe e l 
h e s ita n t  in c o n s id e r in g  fu tu re  m e m 
b e rs h ip  b e c a u s e  th e y  a re  a w a r e  th a t  
A L IA  is e n g a g e d  in a p ro ce s s  o f  re-ex 
a m in in g  its fu n c t io n  a n d  fo rm . W h y  
jo in  a n  o rg a n is a t io n  w h o s e  fu tu re  
s h a p e  is u n c e r ta in ,  w h ic h  is m e ta 
m o rp h o s in g  in fro n t  o f  o u r  e y e s ?

T h e  re a s o n s  fo r  d o in g  so  r e m a in  
co n s ta n t . W h i l e  te a c h e r- lib ra r ia n s  a re  
p r im a r i ly  t e a c h e r s  in th e ir  p ro fe s 
s io n a l c o n c e rn s  a n d  in th e ir  e m p lo y 
m e n t  c o n d it io n s ,  th e ir  s p e c ia l is a t io n  
—  in te g ra t in g  th e  a p p r o p r ia te  u se  o f  
in fo rm a t io n  in to  th e  le a rn in g  e x p e r i 

e n c e  o f  s tu d e n ts  —  d e p e n d s  fo r  its 
e f fe c t iv e n e s s  o n  a l iv e ly ,  e f fe c t iv e ,  v i 
ta l in fo rm a t io n  p ro fe s s io n . T h e  c o r e  
v a lu e s  o f  o u r  t e a c h in g  ro le , e m p o w 
e r in g  s tu d e n ts  to  b e c o m e  in fo rm a t io n  
l it e r a t e  a n d  life - lo n g  le a rn e r s ,  d e 
p e n d s  o n  a c c e s s  to  le a rn in g  a n d  in fo r
m a t io n  r e s o u r c e s  as  u n fe t te re d  as 
p o s s ib le  b y  e c o n o m ic ,  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  
s o c ia l  r e s t r ic t io n s . T o  f ig h t  th e  p re s 
su re s  w h ic h  th re a te n  o r  a c t i v e l y  re 
d u c e  su c h  a c c e s s , w e  n e e d  to  b e  p art 
o f  an  o rg a n is a t io n  w ith  th e  s c o p e  a n d  
p o w e r  o f  A L IA .  M o re o v e r ,  A L IA 's  ro le  
in  th e  a c c r e d i t a t io n  o f  p ro fe s s io n a l  
in fo r m a t io n  w o r k e r s  o f  m a n y  k in d s  
a n d  its in f lu e n c e  o n  th e  p re - s e r v ic e  
e d u c a t io n  o f  t e a c h e r - l ib r a r ia n s  a re  
m e a n s  o f  in f lu e n c e  no t a v a i la b le  to  us 
e ls e w h e re . W e  m u st a c k n o w le d g e  the  
v a lu e  o f  th e  ro le  o f  A S L A  a n d  its a sso 
c ia te d  sta te  o rg a n is a t io n s  in p ro v id in g  
t e a c h e r - l ib r a r ia n s  w i th  c o n t in u in g  
p ro fe s s io n a l  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  b u t  p e r 

h ap s  in th e  fu tu re  th e re  m a y  b e  w a y s  
to  p r o v id e  fo r  jo in t  m e m b e r s h ip  o f  
A L IA  a n d  A S L A .  C e r t a in ly  c lo s e r  c o 
o p e r a t io n  b e t w e e n  th e  t w o  is d e s ir 
a b le .

F in a l ly ,  it is th e  v e r y  w a y  th a t  
A L IA  is a d a p t in g  its e lf  to  p re s e n t  a n d  
fu tu re  n e e d s  th a t  s h o u ld  g iv e  us th e  
g re a te s t  c o n f id e n c e  in th e  o r g a n is a 
t io n . A s  s o m e o n e  w h o  a t te n d e d  th e  
N a t io n a l  P o l i c y  C o n f e r e n c e ,  I k n o w  
th a t  th e  b r ie f  g iv e n  to  th e  B o a r d  o f  
D ir e c t o r s  b y  th e  C o n g re s s  g a v e  th e  
B o a r d  th e  o p p o r tu n it y  to  d e v e lo p  a 
t r u ly  n e w  o r g a n is a t io n .  I w a s  im 
p re s s e d  b y  th e  w a y  th e  C o n g re s s  
t a c k le d  its b r ie f  a n d  w ith  n o  re g a rd  
fo r  n o s ta lg ia  o r  re g re t , se t its e lf  to  
m a k e  th e  m o s t o f  th e  fu tu re . W e  c a n  
h a v e  g re a t c o n f id e n c e  in a b o d y  c o m 
p o se d  o f su c h  im p re s s iv e  p ro fe s s io n 
a ls , w ith  th e  S c h o o l  L ib ra r ie s  S e c t io n  
f irm ly  p la c e d  w ith in  su ch  a b o d y . ■

R A R Y  M ove!

C h e s s

A t Chess w e have the industry expertise  
and the specialist equipm ent to make 
yo u r next library m ove fast, sim ple, 
secure, and 100%  reliable!

• Fully enclosed trolleys safeguard against loss

• Fixed height shelving prevents dam age to books

• Rapid access to contents during transport if required

• Efficient relocation and reinstallation

• Sequentially num bered trolleys preserve your 
library num bering system
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