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In February  1999, I jo ined  the staff of 
T rin ity  Co llege . The co llege  had just 
added to the library a large num ber of 

com puters w ith  internet access. It was 
ve ry  apparen t that m any of the boys 
found the quantity of material ava ilab le  
overw helm ing . They wasted much time 
search ing for sites that w ere  on the cor­
rect subject, had appropriate inform a­
tion  and  w e re  at the right leve l. To 
a lle v ia te  this p rob lem , I began c o n ­
structing the library intranet site.

The justification for provid ing inter­
net access was to create a resource that 
w o u ld  enhance and extend the existing 
lib ra ry  m ateria ls. A  lib ra ry  cata logue  
organises lib rary m aterials so students 
can  find and access the content easier. 
Just as w e  w ou ld  not present a p ile of 
books to students and say 'find  w hat 
you  need ', I decided  to create a w e b ­
site that w ou ld  reduce some of the con ­
fusion of the internet —  a w ebsite  that 
w o u ld  act as a kind of cata lo g u e  of 
som e of the sites that w o u ld  be of use 
to the students.

O v e r  tim e, as the w ebs ite  grew , 
staff and students found it ve ry  useful, 
and so they asked that it be ava ilab le  at 
hom e. The Trinity web-site manager ar­
ranged it so the intranet site w as a v a il­
ab le  as an external internet site. O n ce  
in the p u b lic  eye, m any teachers, li­
b rarians and  students have found the 
site of enorm ous use in their ow n  edu ­
cationa l settings.

U s in g  FrontPage, a v a ila b le  at the 
schoo l w ith  M icrosoft O ffice  software,
I created  a w ebsite  on the intranet re­
flective  of the needs of the school, both 
staff and students. I asked for teachers 
to inform  m e of programs, top ics and 
assignments at least a w eek  before they

brought students to library and com p u ­
ter labs (som etim es it was five  m inutes 
before, I kid you not!) I searched for ap ­
p rop ria te  sites and added  a w ebp ag e  
for each  assignment, linking it to a gen­
eral page for each  subject area.

M y  m ain  focus w as on crea ting  a 
site that organised the links coheren tly  
w ith  easy navigation  so that both stu­
dent and  teach er can  find w hat they 
need qu ick ly . I added site maps and a 
search fac ility  to assist w ith  this.

I tried to m ake the pages visually at­
tractive w ithout slow ing them down too 
m uch. I used large fonts, few  illustra ­
tions and a simple format. The priority is 
for each page to load qu ick ly and pro­
v ide  inform ation as easily as possible.

I try, in most instances, to inc lude 
first W estern  Australian, then Australian 
sites so the information is relevant to the 
students. I try to include a w ide range of 
inform ation from m any different points 
of v iew . This m eans the students can 
exam ine diverse opin ions and begin to 
develop  critical thinking skills.

O f  course, the m anagem ent and or­
gan isa tion  of the w eb-site is not m y 
on ly  task in the library. M y  passion has 
not changed from my earlier role. I love 
help ing find 'stuff' for students, w hether 
it be a particu lar p iece  of legislation or 
recom m end ing  the latest fiction books 
or w here  to buy an out-of-the-way m ili­
tary book for a staff m em ber.

N o t on ly  do I g ive specific  instruc­
tion and teaching in the use of the w e b ­
site and  its links in the lib rary  w h en  
classes com e to use the resources and 
team-teach w ith teachers, I also g ive lit­
erature gu id an ce  for English classes. I 
try to adhere  to the ru le 'n eve r touch
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the m ouse!' so the student does the ex­
p lo ring  and the learn ing . I b e lie ve  in 
Jam ie  M c K e n z ie 's  motto —  'gu id e  on 
the side' —  rather than the old 'sage on 
the stage' m odel.

I recently  w as lucky enough to w in  
the w h o le  school section of the T e ch ­
no logy In tegration  Best P ra c t ice  
A w ard s, W e s te rn  A ustra lia  —  the 
W o r ld  in M y  C lassroom  2000. The 
tim e needed  in this undertak ing  has 
been huge, and w as o n ly  possib le  
thanks to co lleg ia l help from the librar­
ian com m u n ity  [O Z T L _N E T  Australian 
teacher librarians' e-list http://www. 
csu.edu.au/cstl/oztl_net/ and W A T L N E T  
the W A  school librarian's listserv http:// 
w w w .apea.asn .au/~w as la/. C lick  on 
watlnet to subscribe], and a new  listserv 
on Information Literacy [http://www.csu. 
edu.au/cstl/infolit_oz/intro.html], fantas­
tic lib rary assistants, supportive ad m in ­
istration and IT staff, and help  from the 
course I am doing at Curtin in Learning 
T ech n o lo g ie s  [h ttp ://w w w .cu rtin .ed u . 
au/curtin/dept/smec/gc/J —  a great 
cou rse  you  can  do as a g raduate d i­
p lom a, part of M asters or even  PhD .

W ith  a site now  linking to over nine 
thousand  sites m y m ain  d iff icu lty  is 
ve r ify in g  the links and keep ing  them  
curren t (as w e ll as ad d ing  n ew  sec ­
tions!). So, have a look, use it w ith  your 
students, e-mail suggestions, and notify 
me of any  dead links!

Rosem ary H o rto n  
(h o rtonr@ trin ity .w a .edu .au )
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