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The database contains 
in form ation  on over 800  
titles in clinical 
medicine, biom edical 
research, nursing, and  
allied health, and  
focuses on fu ll-tex t, 
online versions of peer- 
reviewed p r in t 
jo u rn a ls ...

Is there an e-version?
The D irectory o f E lectronic Health S c i

ences Journals  can help  you deter
m ine  w h e th e r there is an e lec tro n ic  

version  of a print journal title. The database 
at http://www.m ed.m onash.edu.au/shcnlib/ 
dehsj/ contains inform ation on over 800 ti
tles in c lin ic a l m ed ic in e , b io m ed ica l re
search , nursing, and a llied  health , and 
focuses on full-text, on line  versions of peer- 
re v ie w e d  print jou rna ls  indexed in 
M E D L IN E .  Jou rn a l entries in the database 
p rovide titles, w eb  addresses, p rice catego
ries, dates for com m encem en t of full-text 
access, and links to journal publishers. The 
database also lists som e free e-journals and 
other full-text providers.

S h e ’ll b e  ja k e
After you have found an e-journal that inter
ests you, use jake to find out w h ere  it is in 
dexed on line . You  can also use jake to find 
out if you  can  get the full-text o f e ither a 
m agaz ine or a new spaper a rtic le  o n line  —  
the database inc ludes more than 23 000 e- 
jou rna l titles [http://jake.m ed.yale.edu/].

R e v a m p e d  IL R S  D ire c to ry
The N ational L ib rary of Australia  has started 
to redeve lop  the o n line  version of the Aus
tralian Interlibrary Lending Resource Sharing 
D ire c to ry  (ILR S ) [http://ilrs.nla.gov.au/ilrs/]. 
The n ew  ILR S  D ire c to ry  should  be co m 
pleted by the final quarter of 2000, and w iil 
look and w ork  a little like the Australian  L i
braries G a te w a y  [http://www.nla.gov.au/li- 
braries/] w h o se  fram ew ork  it shares. The 
new  directory should provide accurate infor
m ation  for inter-library lend ing and is also 
designed to support new  inter-lending sys
tems such as K in e tica  D o cu m en t D e live ry  
[http://www.nla.gov.au/kinetica/docdel.htm l] 
and the Local Inter-lending and D ocum en t 
D e live ry  Adm inistration System [http://www. 
s lnsw .gov.au/L ID D AS/], The dem o version 
of the new  ILRS is o n line  at h ttp ://w w w .n la. 
gov.au/ilrsdem o/ for those w h o  w an t to see 
how  the final product might turn out. Feed
back  is w e lco m e  on this prototype, so have 
a look and send along any suggestions you 
have.

R e a c h  o u t a n d  to u c h  s o m e o n e ...
W e b h e lp  advertises itself as a L ive  H um an 
Assisted In ternet Search , so it is s im ila r to 
m any o n lin e  reference services —  you can 
type in questions and get answers. It claim s 
to p ro d u ce  re levant, persona lised  results, 
and it is free, so it might be one to try next 
tim e you get a knotty one. They should lose 
the Flash intro if they w ant to attract business 
—  w h o  has tim e to waste w hen  the search is 
on? [h ttp ://w w w .w ebhelp .com ]

e f t  < L W c '

. . .p r e f e r a b ly  a  l ib r a r ia n
W h e th e r  W e b h e lp  w ill be as good as any of 
the w eb-based  'A sk  a lib ra r ian ' se rv ices is 
moot. C e rta in ly , m any of the re a lly  useful 
sites and tools that I use frequently have been 
bu ilt by lib rarians. A  new  one com es from 
Pat Ensor w h o  has created a tool kit for the 
'expert w eb  searcher' on the Lib rary and In
fo rm ation  T ech n o lo g y  A sso c ia t io n 's  site 
[h t tp :/ / w w w . I ita .o rg / c o m m itte / to p te c h /  
too lk it.h tm ]. It is d iv ided  into sections and 
there are tips for w hen  you w o u ld  use each 
d ifferent kind of tool. Each  sectiona l list is 
m anageab le —  it is not trying to be exhaus
tive. W h a t  you get is the best of the bunch —  
best search engines, best sub ject lists, best 
m u ltim ed ia  searchers, and so on. There  is 
also a selection  of sites for search news.

A w a rd s  n ig h t
If you love a particu lar web-site and w ou ld  
like to see it honoured , n o m in ate  it for an 
Australian Financial Review  Australian  Inter
net A w a rd . The 2000 com p etit io n  is n ow  
open for business at h ttp ://w w w .w ebaw ards. 
com .au/. It w ill cost you though —  the site 
now  expects nom inees to stump up A$49 for 
the honou r of inc lu s ion . Th is seem s a bit 
steep —  p resum ab ly  the G S T  com p on en t 
does not help. The site provides everyth ing  
you need to know  about the Aw ards, inc lud 
ing categories for entries (sixteen to choose 
from), dead lines and the com petition 's  rules. 
N om inations  must be re ce ived  by 5:00 pm 
EST, F rid ay  4 August. You  can  send any  
questions you might have about the A w ards 
via  e-mail to en q u iries@ w eb aw ards .co m .au .

P r ic in g  r e s e a rc h  o u t o f  th e  l ib r a r y  m a rk e t?
Create Change, a site w h ich  seeks to address 
w hat it ca lls  the 'p resent crisis in sch o la rly  
co m m u n ica t io n ', is p resented from  tw o  
points of v ie w  —  that of a lib rarian  and that 
of an academ ic. It identifies the ch ief issue as 
the 'd ram atic  increases in journal costs and 
the increasing com m ercia lisation  of scholarly 
pub lish ing ', and seeks to p rov id e  tools, re
sources and an ad vo cacy  kit for anyon e  w h o  
wants to take action  on the issue. It is spon
sored by Am erican  Research Libraries am ong 
others [http://www.arl.org/create/home.html]. 
The statistics are ce rta in ly  d isturb ing. Yea r 
after year, the site claim s, A m erican  libraries 
are reduc ing  the ir jou rn a l and m onograph  
co llec tions , even  though the p roduction  of 
sch o la r ly  in fo rm ation  is g ro w in g  
ex p o n en tia lly . P rices o f s ch o la r ly  p u b lic a 
tions —  esp ec ia lly  in sc ien ce , te ch n o lo g y  
and m ed ic ine  —  have skyrocketed . The a v 
erage North A m erican  research  lib ra ry  has 
had to cut journal acqu isitions by m ore than 
six per cen t s ince  1986, and book acquisi-
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tions have been cut by twenty-six per cent. 
O n e  p ro jection  suggests that by 2015, the 
average acad em ic  research library w ill have 
had to cance l another seventeen per cent of 
its jou rna ls  and cut back  in o ther areas to 
keep up w ith  inflating prices. If the U n ited  
States econom y worsens, the percentage cut 
for the average research lib rary cou ld  be as 
high as forty-five per cent. If you w o u ld  like 
to know  m ore about the process of d igital 
scho larly  publishing, there is a useful artic le 
from the Jou rnal o f Electron ic Publishing  at 
h ttp :/ /w w w .p re s s .u m ich .ed u / jep /0 5 - 0 4 /  
sheridan.htm l. The artic le , by Linda Beebe  
and  Barbara  M eyers, is c a lled  'D ig ita l 
w o rk flow : M anag ing  the process e lec tro n i
c a lly '.

E n a b lin g  te c h n o lo g y
A dap tive techno logy for the Internet —  
M aking electron ic resources accessib le  is a 
com p le te  w eb  version of the 1999 book of 
the same nam e by Barbara Mates, an A m eri
can  librarian w h o  has had to grapple w ith  a 
raft of a cce ss ib ility  issues for v is ion  and 
hearing im paired  N et users. The A m erican  
L ib rary  A sso c ia tio n  has m ade the full-text 
a ccess ib le  at http://www.ala.org/editions/ 
open stacks/i n s i deth eco vers/m ates/m ates_toc. 
html. The append ices w ill also be useful as 
sources of further inform ation on m anu fac
turers and vendors, other a ccess ib ility  sites 
and libraries that are using this techno logy. 
G e t eve ry th in g  you need to kn o w  abou t 
B ra ille  or large print screens, hearing assist
ance  dev ices, and ho w  to cod e  your W e b  
pages to m ax im ise accessib ility .

Speak ing  of B ra ille , H o tB ra iI le  http:// 
w w w .ho tb ra ille .co m / can  p rovide you w ith  
a web-based B ra il le  transcrib ing  serv ice . 
You  can  see yo u r ow n  nam e in B ra il le  or 
send letters to others.

P a r t  o f  th e  la n d s c a p e  n o w
You m ay not like it, but you w ill p robab ly  
need to bookm ark the Austra lian  C o m p eti
tion and Consum er Com m ission 's C S T  page 
at http://gst.accc.gov.au/index.cfm . It is one 
your users w ill need to know  about even if 
you w ou ld  rather not. Find out w h ich  prices 
w ill change  and  w h ic h  w ill  not. There  is 
also a pric ing  kit for sm all businesses. The 
in fo rm ation  on the site is a v a ila b le  in a 
num ber of languages.

T h e y 're  e v e ry w h e re
Publisher's  C ata logues is a tool for find ing 
pub lishers ' web-sites. You  can  b row se  by 
geograph ic  loca tio n , by sub ject or by the 
type of m ateria l, for exam p le  m u ltim ed ia , 
audio, com ic books. You can also search for 
a pub lishe r by nam e. The listing inc ludes

about 6000 publishers, m a in ly  loca ted  in 
the Un ited  States, but it includes alm ost 200 
Australian publishers and provides links to 
their web-sites. A  useful tool for lib rarians 
w h o  w an t a good, q u ick  listing [http:// 
w w w .ligh ts.com /pub lisher/].

O n ly  o n  th e  w eb
Le x ica lF ree N e t is the kind of se rv ice  that 
w eb  techno logy  makes possib le —  it offers 
more than a thesaurus, but w ithou t the fid 
d ly  to-and-froing. A m on g  o ther things —  
and the site offers quite a lot —  it a llow s you 
to track re lationsh ips betw een  w ords, find 
rhym es for them , find  w ords spe lled  s im i
larly, find w o rds as sub-strings of o ther 
words and trace connections betw een  co n 
cepts, w ords and peop le  [h ttp ://w w w .lexfn . 
com/].

O z  s ta ts
There is been a lot going on at the A ustra l
ian Bureau of Statistics recently. Their list of 
publications is now  fu lly  searchab le on line . 
Australia N o w —  a statistical p ro file  p ro 
vides an o n line  version  of w hat w o u ld  a p 
pear in paper form as Year Book Australia. 
They have also launched  AusStats at http:// 
w w w .ab s .gov.au/ . This new  services makes 
m any p u b lica tion s , in c lu d in g  tim e series 
data, basic co m m u n ity  p rofiles from  the 
1996 census, spreadsheets and data sets, 
a ccess ib le  v ia  the w e b  for the first tim e. 
Non-subscribers w ill have  to pay per item 
—  costs appear on-screen w hen  items are 
se lected . M a n y  p u b lica tio n s  can  be 
d ow n load ed  in portab le docum ent format, 
so you  w ill need A d o b e  A cro b a t to read 
them . The U n ited  K ingdom  has a lso  gone 
dow n  the w eb - access ib le  road w ith  a re 
vam p of their o ffic ia l statistics site at http:// 
w w w .statistics.gov.uk/. This is the p lace  for 
national U n ited  K ingdom  statistics.

B u sy  b ee s
The International M onetary  Fund has a new  
project w h ich  aims to im prove the provision 
of coun try  in fo rm ation  ove r the w eb . C e r
ta in ly , t im eliness of data is im portan t —  
w h o  wants to look at outdated inform ation? 
The n ew  project, entitled  the G en era l Data 
D issem ination  System , w ill help  coun tries  
provide 'com prehensive , tim ely, accessib le, 
and re liable econom ic , financial, and soc io 
d em og raph ic  d a ta .' Sounds like e v e ry  li
brarian 's dream . You  can search for data by 
country or by subject. O n ly  a few  countries 
are represented  in the G D D S  as yet —  
am ong them  Fiji, K uw a it, A lb an ia  and the 
Ivory Coast, but other coun try  data can  be 
accessed via the Country Info links provided 
[http://dsbb.imf.org/gddsindex.htm]. ■

This column [with URL links] can he found ato

(ittp:/7www.alia.{tpg.au/incife

Contributions and 
suggestions for this 
column are always 
welcome. Please 
contact Belinda 

Weaver via e-mail.

. . .a  new project anno to 

improve the provision o f 

country inform ation over 

the web. The General D ata  

Dusem ination Syvtem , 

w ill help countries provide 

‘comprehensive, tim ely, 

accessible, and reliable 

economic, fin an cia l, and 

socio-demographic data ..
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