
Information literacy for the nation
Your help required...

Inform ation literacy skills are im portant in 
a society w here  sophisticated use of infor
m ation  has b eco m e a pre-requ isite for 

m eaningfu l partic ipation  and eco n om ic  ad 
vancem ent.

L iv ing  in an 'in fo rm ation  age ' requires 
not o n ly  access to in form ation , but under
standing how  to evaluate , manage, use and 
m ake co n n ec tio n s  w ith  that in fo rm ation . 
H en ce  inform ation literacy is a key skill for 
life long learning.

A  draft 'S ta tem en t on In fo rm ation  Lit
e racy  for the N ation ' w as prepared last year 
by the Specia l Interest G roup  on Information 
Literacy w ith the purpose of gaining com m it
ment from the profession to the princip les of 
in fo rm ation  lite racy . The statem ent is in 
tended to be a succinct sum m ary of the prin 
cip les w h ich  all sectors of the profession can 
use and adopt lo ca lly  as the keystone prin 
c ip les of their programs.

The group forwarded the statement to the 
A L IA  Board  of Education  for its con s id e ra 
tion. The first draft of the statement reads:

The first object of the Australian Library 
and Information Association is 'To promote 
the free flow  o f information and ideas in the 
interest o f all Australians and a thriving cu l
ture, econom y and democracy'.

To utilise that information effectively re
quires information literate Australians able to 
recognise their need for information, and  
then identify, locate, access, evaluate and  
app ly the needed information.

Information literacy is a prerequisite for:

• participative citizenship in a liberal de
mocracy;

• the production o f new  know ledge on 
w hich the future econom ic success o f 
Australia depends;

• personal empowerment;

• lifelong learning; and

• the solving of global problems.

Library and information services profes
sionals embrace a responsibility to develop 
the information literacy of their clients.

Governments and the corporate and  
educational sectors o f Australia have the re
sponsibility for ensuring that the information 
literacy o f all Australians is promoted, 
funded and facilitated as a high priority in 
the 21st century.

The A L IA  Board of Education  discussed 
the proposed statement and determ ined that 
a statement on inform ation literacy should 
focus on outcom es for sector professionals 
and sector clients. The Board  of Education  
has now  reqested the A L IA  Spec ia l Interest 
G rou p  on In form ation L iteracy, a national 
group representing T A FE , schoo l, p ub lic , 
state and university libraries —  to d eve lop  
the statem ent as a va lues statem ent w ith  
such a focus. The group w o u ld  w e lc o m e  
com m ents w h ich  can  be fo rw arded  to the 
co n ven o r of the com m ittee , Prue M erce r, 
m anager of State Library Services, State L i
brary of V icto ria ; e-mail p m e rce r@ s lv .v ic . 
gov.au . The com m ittee  w o u ld  app rec ia te  
your com m ents by 30 N ovem ber. ■

S u r v i v a l ,

i m p r o v e m e n t ,  i n n o v a t i o n

How research makes good practice, how practice makes good research

O n 23 O c to b e r  the A L IA  Board  of 
Education  w ill host a research fo
rum —  Survival, improvement, in

novation: how  research makes good prac
tice, how  practice makes good research. The 
forum  w ill be held at U n ive rs ity  H ouse  in 
C anberra  from 9:30am  to 3:30pm .

To get the ball rolling, partic ipants w ill 
grapple w ith  the proposition that 'research is 
airy-fairy nonsense and no use to library and 
inform ation  p ractice '. This w ill be fo llow ed  
by a session d iscussing the scop ing  papers 
on lib rary  and inform ation  research in the 
acad em y and in p ractice com m issioned  by 
the A L IA  Board  of Ed ucation . Partic ipants 
w ill then form w orkshop  groups to look at 
ho w  research can inform practice . The out

com es from these w orkshop  groups w ill be 
discussed in the afternoon session, leading 
to a session 'Research  outcom es: tow ards a 
research culture for the library and inform a
tion profession —  w h ere  to from here '. The 
forum w ill conc lud e  w ith  a session on tips 
and tricks for research in the real w orld .

The A L IA  Board  of Ed ucation  e n co u r
ages you to attend this im portan t forum . 
Registration for Survival, improvement, in
novation is through the ALIA2000 Capitalis
ing on knowledge registration form. Copies 
of the registration form  can  be obta ined  
through C o n fe ren ce  So lu tions, phone 
02 6285 3000, fax 02 6285 3001, or e-mail 
a lia 2 0 0 0 .co n fe re n ce@ a lia .o rg .a u . Book  
early, p laces for the forum  are lim ited. ■

Ian Thomas, ph 03 9848 5174 (ah) or Sandra 
Ryan, ph 03 9489 7644 (bh).
• 14/10 Vic School Libraries section. Elec
tronic Technologies. Contact: Anne Girolami, 
ph 03 9851 1550, fx 03 9851 1555, 
mareeanne@bigpond.com
• 16/10 Vic School Libraries section and 
SLAV. School libraries day dinner. Guest 
speaker: Morris Gleitzman and Paul Jennings. 
The Pumphouse Hotel — Conservatory, 128 
Nicholson Street, Fitzroy, 7pm, cost: $50. Pre
payment required: School Library Association of 
Victoria, 217 Church St, Richmond 3121.
• 19/10 Ballarat Province Regional 
Group. Benchmarking workshop: an introduc
tion to benchmarking as a method of measur
ing and improving library services. SMB Library 
conference room, 5:30 for 6pm, free. Bookings 
and enquiries to: Liz Hartmann, ph 03 5327 
9591, l.hartmann@ballarat.edu.au Resched
uled event from 21/7.

• 21/10 Vic Library Technicians section.
Visit to the University of Ballarat. City-based 
techs meet with students and staff to discuss 
their library experiences and the work of ALIA. 
Contact: Kerrie Kelly, ph 03 9669 9721, 
kkelly@slv.vic.gov.au for details.
10/11 CAVAL. Innovative librarianship: pre
sented by David Tan, this workshop combines 
innovation tools and models with practical ad
vice. CAVAL Collaborative Solutions, 4 Park 
Drive, Bundoora. Cost: CAVAL/ALIA CPD mem
bers $297, non-members $330. Contact: Sue 
Henczel, sueh@caval.edu.au
• 14/11 Ballarat Province Regional 
Group. Annual general meeting, guest speak
er: Steve O'Connor, CAVAL. Barkly's Restau
rant, Corner Barkly Street and Main Road, Bal
larat, 6 for 6:30pm. 3 course meal, ALIA mem
bers $25, non-members $30. RSVP by 10/11 
to: Kerry Matheson, ph 03 5327 9588, 
k.matheson@baliarat.edu.au Please note: 
change of date.

17-18/11 Mechanics' Institutes of Victoria 
Inc. Rediscovering Mechanics' Institutes National 
conference. Celebrating 200 years of the mechan
ics' institute movement. Keynote speaker: Profes
sor Philip Candy. The Melbourne Athenaeum, 188 
Collins St, Melbourne. $50 (includes bus tour). 
Contact: MIV Secretary, ph/fx 03 9510 3393, 
pmiinc@vicnet.net.au http://vicnet.net.au/~mivic/
• 18/11 Vic School Libraries section An
nual general meeting. Santa Maria College Re
source Centre, Separation Street, Northcote 
(enter via Wardrop Grove), 9am. Contact: San
dra Ryan, president, ph 03 9489 7644 (bh).
24/11 CAVAL. Information audit workshop — 
Melbourne. This full-day workshop is a com
pressed version of the two-day workshop that 
provides the practical skills needed to conduct 
an information audit in an organisation. CAVAL 
Collaborative Solutions, 4 Park Drive, Bundoo
ra. Cost: CAVAL/ALIA CPD members $360, 
non-members $400. Contact: Sue Henczel, 
sueh@cavai.edu.au
5/12 CAVAL. Advanced internet searching: a 
half-day hands-on workshop offering tips and 
tricks for more effective Internet searching. 
CAVAL Collaborative Solutions, 4 Park Drive, 
Bundoora, 9:30-12:30pm. Cost: CAVAL/ALIA 
CPD members $88, non-members $110. Con
tact: Nicole Sinclair, nicoles@caval.edu.au
5/12 CAVAL. Government information on the 
web: a half-day hands-on workshop covering 
state, federal and international legislation, govern
ment publications and legal resources. CAVAL Col
laborative Solutions, 4 Park Drive, Bundoora,
1:30—4:30pm. Cost: CAVAL/ALIA CPD members

continued next page...
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