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Obituary — Dr Margaret Chisholm
Nancy Lane has paid this tribute to a distinguished American librarian, 
a frequent visitor to Australia and a good friend to many Australian librarians.

M a r g a r e t  C h is h o lm

Dr M argaret Ch isho lm  died 
from colon cancer on 2 N o 
vem ber 1999, at the age of 

78. H er colleagues paid m any trib
utes, saying that she was instrumen
tal in changing the role of librarians 
in the US, that she created a place 
for librarians in the emerging world 
of information technology, and that 
she showed how  librarians could be 
leaders in every aspect of inform a
tion work.

She w as president of the 
A m erican  L ib ra ry  A ssoc ia tion , 
orig inator of the Snow b ird  leader
ship conferences, first w om an  vice- 
president o f the U n ive rs ity  of 
W ash ington, dean of the University 
of W ash ing ton  library school, con 
sultant to the G u ad a la ja ra  and 
Z im b ab w e  book fairs and the C a r
ibbean Lib rary Association , board 
member of the Pub lic  Broadcasting 
Serv ice , and C iv il ia n  A id e  to the 
A rm y. M o re  im portantly, she was 
my mother.

M a n y  Australians w ou ld  have 
met M om  or heard her speak at ALIA  
or A SLA  conferences, at seminars 
she ran with Don Ely in Perth, or through the 
consultancy she carried out for Curtin U n iver
sity (then W A IT ) on establishing an alumni and 
development program. She sought out and in
troduced herself to Australians at I FLA  and 
A LA  meetings, and invited them to visit or 
teach at the U n ivers ity  of W ash ing ton  or to 
contribute articles or chapters to publications 
she w as editing.

M o m  w as an invetera te  trave lle r. She 
took 1000 photos of penguins and icebergs 
in Antarctica , and bought am ber w ith insect 
inclusions on her trips to the D om in ican  Re
public  and across S iberia. She tangoed in 
A rgentina, took a ba lloon  trip over Kenya, 
rode an elephant in N epal, w as tossed in an 
Eskimo b lanket in A laska, traded her snake- 
skin sneakers for carv ings in Papua N e w  
G u inea , and prospected w ith  a metal detec
tor in pouring rain in K a lgoorlie . W e  tried 
coun ting  up her visits to Austra lia  —  w e  
think it cam e to sixteen.

M om  en joyed  w h ereve r she w as, w h o 
ever she w as w ith , w hatever she was doing. 
She had a n e tw o rk  of friends around  the 
w orld . H er cu rio s ity  w as insatiab le— an 
ideal characteristic for a librarian. She lived

a cco rd in g  to the m otto she took as A L A  
President: 'M o tiva te , inspire and lead '.

In N o ve m b e r just before she d ied , she 
w as look ing  at the proofs from Neal- 
Schu m an  for m y textbook, Techniques for 
student research, that she had adapted for the 
A m erican  market.

She did not w an t a funeral se rv ice  or a 
grave stone. Instead, she asked me to spread 
her ashes in the waters of the G rea t Barrier 
Reef, w h ere  she a lw ays  en joyed  snorkelling  
and —  o cc a s io n a lly  su ccessfu lly  —  taking 
pictures of fleeing fish.

To com m em orate  her life, the U n ivers ity  
of W ash ing to n  Schoo l of L ib rary and In for
mation S c ien ce  has established the M argaret 
Ch isho lm  'M o tiva te , Inspire and Lead ' Fund. 
The purpose of the fund is to d eve lop  in itia 
tives focusing on leadership. To contribute 
to this fund, cheques should be m ade out to 
the 'U n iv e rs ity  o f W ash in g to n  C h ish o lm  
Fund ' and posted to C arrie  Low e, Schoo l of 
L ibrary and Inform ation Sc ience , U n ivers ity  
of W a sh in g to n , Box 352930, Seattle , W A  
98195-2930 U S A . For m ore inform ation, e- 
mail s lis@ u.w ash ing ton .ed u .

Nancy Lane

• 11/3 NSW Library Technician sec
tion. Upgrading your qualifications —  
information session. Speakers: Katherine 
Raper, UTS course; Karen G reen , CSU  
course; Kevin  Dudeney, CUT; M ered ith  
M artine lli, EC U . UTS, D epartm ent of 
In form ation  Stud ies, B road w ay , 1pm, 
re freshm ents provided . C o ntact: Kerry 
Darnell, ph 02 9715 8316,
kerry .darne ll@ ta fensw .edu .au
• 13/3 NSW School Libraries sec
tion. AGM. Sho re  Schoo l Lib rary, (S yd 
n ey  C h u rch  of E n g lan d  G ra m m a r 
Scho o l), B lu e  S tree t, N o rth  Syd n ey  (A  
sho rt w a lk  from  N orth  Syd ney  Sta tion ; 
s ch o o l p a rk in g  a v a ila b le  o ff U n io n  
S tre e t ). 6  fo r 6 :3 0 p m , p le a se  com e 
a lo n g  and  con tr ib u te  to  the  d iscussion 
a b o u t the  A L IA  restructu re. R5VP to: Di 
S im p so n , ph 02 9 9 5 9  7 1 2 8  (w ), 
D S im p so n @ m sa m c .n sw .e d u .a u

• 13/4 NSW Far North Coast Li
brary Technician section Meeting 
and dinner. P io n e e r  T ave rn , Function  
R oom , B rux ne r H ig h w a y , W o llo n g b a r , 
5 :30  for 6pm . D inner from  b istro a va il
ab le , a ll lib rary  p eop le  w e lco m e . RSVP 
by 10/4 to: M ic h a e l W h e e le r ,  ph 02 
6 6 2 0  3995 , m w h e e le r@ scu .e d u .a u

• 29/4 NSW Library Technician
section. Mudgee Shire Library visit. 
Top ics: L ib ra ry  w e e k  activ it ie s , inc lud 
ing Lib rary T ech n ic ia n 's  d ay  and  M ildu- 
ra w e e k e n d  w o rk sh o p . M u d g e e  Sh ire  
L ib ra ry , 6 4  M a rk e t  S tre e t , M u d g e e , 
1pm. D inner: tba , 7pm . For m ore in fo r
m atio n , p lease  co n ta c t: Kerry Darnell, 
ph 02  9 7 1 5  8 316 ,
k e r ry .d a rn e ll@ ta fe n sw .e d u .a u
• 20-21/5 Joint NSW 8i Vic Library 
Technician sections. Mildura Week
end workshop. The G ra n d  H ote l, Mil- 
d u ra . R e g is t ra t io n : $ 1 7 0  LT section  
m em b ers , $ 1 8 0  m em b ers/s tud en ts , 
$ 190  non-m em bers, inc ludes R ive rb oa t 
d in n e r  c ru ise  S a t  n igh t, 1 n ig h ts  a c 
co m m o d atio n  (S a t ) &  b reakfast/lunch- 
e s/m o rn in g /a fte rn o o n  tea s . N o n - res i
d e n t re g is tra t io n  (d o e s  no t inch  ac- 
com m . or cru ise ): $75  LT section  m em 
bers, $85 m em bers/studen ts, $95 non 
m em bers. C o n tact: Kerrie  Kelly, ph 03 
9 6 6 9  9721 , k k e lly@ s lv .v ic .g o v .a u
• 22/5-30/10 NSW School Libraries 
section. General meeting. Jo in t Council 
M eeting  Rooms, Corner M arion  and Nor
ton  Streets, Le ichhard t, 5 :30—7:30pm , 
often  conclud ing w ith  an Ita lian  m eal 
in one of the suburb 's  restau rants, all 
A L IA  m em bers are w a rm ly  w e lcom ed . 
(22/5, 26/6, 28/8, 30/10). Contact: Ian 
M cLean , ph 02 9886  7501 (w ), 
ian .m clean@ d et.n sw .edu .au  

14-16/6 APA Australian Book 
Fair, Sydney Exhibition Centre 
Lead ing  tra d e  fa ir fo r the book  ind us
try  in A u s tra lia . Fea tu re s  n e w  releases, 
sem inars , a w a rd s  and  m ore than  120 
exh ib ito rs . C o n ta c t : Exp ertise  Even ts , 
ph 02 9939  4445 , fx 02  9939  4229 ,
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