
Librarian honoured
Leila Hoffman makes the Australia Day honours list

Leila Hoffman

W est A u s tra l ia n  A L IA  m e m 
ber, L e ila  H o f fm a n , w a s  
a w a rd e d  an  O A M  in the  

A u s tra lia  D a y  H o n o u rs  fo r 2 0 0 0 . L e ila  
w a s  h o n o u re d  'F o r  s e rv ic e  to  the  c o m 
m u n ity  th rough  the c a m p a ig n  for eq u a l 
p ay , the  e s tab lish m en t o f the  W e s t  A u s 
tra lian  Y o u n g  R ead e rs  B o o k  A w a rd  and  
th e  P e rth  T o ra h  E d u c a t io n  C e n t re  L i 
b ra ry . '

A s  p re s id e n t  o f  th e  W e s t  A u s t r a l 
ian  S c h o o l  L ib ra r ie s  S e c t io n  o f  th e  L i 
b r a r y  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  A u s t r a l ia  (n o w  
A L IA ) ,  L e ila  e s ta b lish e d  th e  W e s t  A u s 
t ra lia n  Y o u n g  R e a d e rs  B o o k  A w a r d  in 
1 9 8 0 . T h is  a w a r d  w a s  th e  f irs t c h i l 
d re n 's  b o o k  a w a rd  in A u s tr a l ia  w h e r e  
th e  w in n in g  b o o k s  w e r e  c h o s e n  b y  
y o u n g  re ad e rs , n o t b y  a d u lts , a n d  th e  
a w a r d  is still ru n n in g  to d a y .  A w a rd s  
a re  g iv e n  to  th e  a u th o rs  o f  w in n in g  
h o o k s ,  a n d  th e  s c h e m e  e n c o u r a g e s  
c h i ld r e n  to  re ad . L e ila  w a s  an  in s p ira 
t io n a l  p re s id e n t  o f  th e  W e s t  A u s t r a l 
ian  S c h o o l  L ib ra r ie s  S e c t io n  a n d  sh e  
a ls o  s e r v e d  as n a t io n a l  p r e s id e n t  o f  
th e  S c h o o l  L ib r a r ie s  S e c t io n  in th e  
e a r ly  1 9 8 0 s .

In M a r c h  1 9 8 9 , in re 
sp o n se  to  th e  re q u e s t o f 
R a b b i F r e i l ic h ,  L e i la  e s ta b 
lished  the Perth  T o rah  E d u c a 
tion  C e n tre  L ib ra ry  an d  c o n 
tin u es  to m a n a g e  its g ro w in g  
c o l le c t io n  w h ic h  in c lu d e s  
Je w is h  re lig io n , b ib le ,  h is 
to ry , fe s t iv a ls  a n d  c u s to m s .
T h e  lib ra ry , o p e n  to Je w s  and  
n o n - Je w s  a lik e , n o t o n ly  
lends item s but is an in fo rm a 
tio n  s e rv ic e ,  a n s w e r in g  c l i 
e n ts ' q u e s t io n s . O n  th e  l i 
b ra ry 's  ten th  a n n iv e r s a r y ,
R a b b i F r e i l ic h  re n a m e d  th e  
lib ra ry  'T h e  L e ila  H o ffm a n  
Perth  T o rah  Ed u ca t io n  C en tre  
L ib ra ry . '

L e ila  w a s  a lso  re co g n ised  
for her w o rk  in the  c a m p a ig n  
for eq u a l p ay  for w o m e n . Sh e  
w a s  th e  in a u g u ra l c h a irm a n  o f the  
Eq u a l P a y  C o m m itte e , fo rm e d  to w o rk  
fo r e q u a l p a y  fo r w o m e n  an d , in 1960  
ag ed  o n ly  28 , sh e  led  a d e p u ta t io n  to 
the  W e s t  A u s tra l ia n  p re m ie r  to p resen t 
the  c a se  fo r th is  c a u se . It w a s  the c o n 

t in u in g  w o rk  o f th e  c o m m itte e  L e ila  
fo u n d e d  tha t e v e n tu a l ly  b ro u g h t s u c 
cess.

L e ila  r ic h ly  d e s e rv e s  th is  h o n o u r  
an d  o u r  w a rm e s t  c o n g ra tu la t io n s  a re  
ex te n d e d  to her. ■
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