Improving access to
public library collections

Two more libraries join the Murraylink network

T he Wimmera Regional Library Corpo-
ration and Goulburn Valley Regional
Library Corporation have just signifi-

cantly increased their internet service by in-

stalling permanent connections to the inter-
net and making their catalogues searchable

over the internet via the Murraylink network.

A permanent connection to the internet
has been in each case made possible only
after extensive upgrading of local networks
to accommodate the technological require-
ments. In addition, to effect a secure perma-
nent connection to the internet, both library
services have installed a firewall on the li-

brary's network.

For each library service, funding perma-
nent internet access will require a commit-
ment to meet an annua! cost for the connec-
tion, which is equivalent to more than seven

per cent of the library materials budget.

Permanent access to the internet not only
provides vastly increased availability of the
internet for public use, it has made available
the catalogues of Goulburn Valley and
Wimmera Regional Libraries for searching
over the internet through the Murraylink Li-
braries Inc.

network, at http://www.

murraylink.vic.gov.au.

Goulburn Valley and Wimmera Regional
Libraries are the newest members of the
Murraylink network bringing the number of

co-operative libraries in the group to eight.

Particularly in rural areas, the ability to
search the local library catalogue over the
internet provides the community with a dra-
matic increase in ease of access to local in-
formation resources as well as the resources
of other libraries when libraries group to-
gether to maximise service provision with

limited resources.

The Murraylink Libraries Inc network is

based on a co-operatively owned and oper-
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ated Webserver, which provides the interface
between the internet and the library database

servers of each member library.

Launched in 1996, Murraylink Libraries
Inc is a co-operative effort with a vision to
create a network of Victorian public libraries
along the Murray River from Echuca to the
South Australian border. With the addition of
Goulburn Valley and Wimmera Regional Li-
braries the network now serves a population
of over 203 000 over an area of 46 308

square kilometres.

The Murraylink concept originated with a
primary goal to improve access to the collec-
tions of the co-operating libraries, particu-
larly through enabling remote access to li-
brary catalogues for library customers.
Achieving this goal required the upgrading of
the system hardware, software and commu-
nications networks of each of the four found-
ing member libraries. Initial funding for the
project was granted by the Victorian Depart-
ment of Infrastructure, Office of Local Gov-
ernment. Member libraries plan to cover on-
going costs through the creation of new
services and products, which enable an ele-

ment of self-sufficiency.

A long-standing spirit of co-operation
within rural public libraries in Victoria has
seen this expansion of membership, and a
continuing expansion of the services which

member libraries share.

Murraylink Libraries Inc services now in-
clude a web presence, a shared multi-media
collection, increased inter-library loan traffic,
a co-operative buying scheme for new mate-

rials, a communications equipment pool,

shared cataloguing resources and the sharing
of in-house and out-sourced technological

expertise.

Susan Liepa, project manager, Murraylink
Libraries Inc
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Snith Liary, 4-6pm. Cost $1, $2 $6. Corlact
Siephen Leety; ph 08 8302 26219, skeahy@unisa
eduau

TAS

+ 1/4 Tas Library Technicians TALIATecs Confer-
ence committee meeting. Roberta Blackwood-Beat-
tie on hereqpariencein Si Lanka Pl Leorard Room
Laungeston ity Libaty: Meeting: 10em luch Ppm,
hring a plate. General meeting will follow. Gontact:
Geoe Sutess, ph 03 64215571, Suteesg@
tefeteseduau

VIC

 3/4 Home Library Service SIG meeting. RVB
liorary, 85 Hoh Sireet, Pretran 10em Contact Jarire
Srith ph03 9521 3400, siittja@viotd nibagau

« 4/4 Vic Library Technician section Committee
meeting. State Library of idoria, 328 Sinarston Street
meetinfoyerat 6om Fa details contact Karie Kelly, ph
039669 9721, Kelly@svvicgnau

« 13/4 Vic Special Libraries section. Celebrate In-
ternational Special bbranans' day with a \tisit to the Na-
tional Meteorological Library, 150 LornscHle Street Met-
boure (nearest siationt Parfiament Siation). 5:30 fa
6pm, folloned by dinrer at Cafe K 35 Litle Baule
Srreet. RSVPtyy 10/4 fo; are Body, ph 03 96694471,
libraiy@bomgwau

+ 18/4 Geelong Regional Group Guest speaker.
Trevor Wakely on The professional Assodation in the
new centuiy. Deekin Lhiversity, Woolstaes Capus,
Lewd 3, Library meeting Room 1 Gheringhep Street
Gedong, 5:30fa 6pm RSVP by 12/4 to: Tany Cavenr
agh, ph03 5227 2718, tonyci@rkekineduaua ey
Gimore, ph 03 5278 9999, gilnmores@kardinia
viceduau

« 20-21/5 Joint Vic & NSW Library Technician
sections. Mildura weekend workshop. The Gand Ho-
tel, Midura. Gortect: Kertie Kelly, ph 03 9669 9721,
Kelly@sivvicgau Far registretion infomretion sae:
hitp7Asww aliaorgauievertvhetional him

« 5/6 Home Library Service SIG meeting Msion
Augirdia Library, Gerferre Roed Kooyag, 10em Con
tact Mieke Mete, ph 03 9867 6022, fx 03 9820
1335, mmdais@vicretnetau

« 7/8 Home Library Service SG meeting. S Kica
Library, 150 Carfisle Street S Kildh, 10em Coriact: Kine
taWalker.

* 2/10 Home Library Service SIG meeting.
Caulfild Rubiic Libiary, Gomer Gen Bira & Haathom
Roacks Calfidd, 10am Contact JieThanes.

WA

* 5/4-6/12 WA Children's 8i Youth Services sec-
tion meeting. Themore the rnem i BassMonkeyin
Nothbdge, 6:30pm 5/4,3/5,7/6,5/7,2/8,6/9,4/10,
6/12. Forfurther infomretion contact Hiary Hetfidd, th
08 9111 3494, 1x 08 9411 3493, hilayh@ockum
wagwau

« 11/4-12/12 WA Public Libraries section meet-
ing. Allmembers welcome! Motley Rubic Libraty; 7 De-
war Sreet, Morfey, 4pm Seoord Tueschy of eech
nonth, 11/4,9/5,13/6,11/7,8/8,12/9,10/10,12/12.
Far further informretion contact Jud WHllmott, ph 08
9354 5327, fx 08 9354 5953, jwillnott@
camingwagwau

« 17/4 WA Library Technicians section meeting
Inglewood Library, 895 Beaufort Street Inglenood. For
further infomretion contact Brerch Blen ph 08 9266
4183, dlerb@barisaurtineduau

« 19/4 WA Branch CPD committee ALIA CPD
program wotkshop. Fealitated by Branch GPD comit:
tee. Pamrelia Roam Gity of Siirfing. Municipel offices,
Quic Face, Stiring 2-Apm, $5pp. Cotact Ruth
Sdfidd ph 08 9370 5366, schofidlduthi22@
hotrreilcom

« 19/4 WA Branch CPD committee ALIA CPD
program workshop. Fedlitated by Banch GPFDcomit-

artineretae.
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