
Improving access to 
public library collections
Two more libraries join the Murraylink network

T he W im m e ra  R e g io n a l L ib ra ry  C o rp o ­
ra tio n  and  G o u lb u rn  V a l le y  R e g io n a l 
L ib ra ry  C o rp o ra t io n  h ave  just s ig n if i­

c a n t ly  in c re a se d  th e ir  in te rne t s e rv ic e  b y  in ­
s ta llin g  p e rm a n e n t c o n n e c t io n s  to the  in te r­
net an d  m ak in g  th e ir  ca ta lo g u e s  s e a rc h a b le  
o v e r  the  in ternet v ia  the M u rra y lin k  n e tw o rk .

A  p e rm a n e n t c o n n e c t io n  to th e  in terne t 
has b e e n  in e a c h  c a s e  m a d e  p o ss ib le  o n ly  
a fte r e x te n s iv e  u p g ra d in g  o f lo ca l n e tw o rk s  
to  a c c o m m o d a te  the  te c h n o lo g ic a l re q u ire ­
m ents . In a d d it io n , to e ffec t a se cu re  p e rm a ­
n en t c o n n e c t io n  to  the in terne t, bo th  lib ra ry  
s e rv ic e s  h a v e  in s ta lle d  a f ir e w a ll  on  the  l i ­
b ra ry 's  n e tw o rk .

Fo r e a c h  lib ra ry  se rv ic e , fu n d in g  p e rm a ­
n en t in te rn e t a cce s s  w i l l  re q u ire  a c o m m it ­
m en t to  m eet an an n u a ! cost for the  c o n n e c ­
tio n , w h ic h  is e q u iv a le n t  to m ore  than  seven  
p er c e n t  o f the lib ra ry  m a te r ia ls  budget.

P e rm a n e n t a ccess  to the internet not o n ly  
p ro v id e s  va s t ly  in c re a se d  a v a ila b il it y  o f the  
in terne t for p u b lic  use, it has m ad e  a v a ila b le  
th e  c a ta lo g u e s  o f  G o u lb u rn  V a l le y  an d  
W im m e r a  R e g io n a l L ib ra r ie s  fo r s e a rc h in g  
o v e r  th e  in te rn e t th rou g h  the M u r ra y lin k  L i ­
b ra r ie s  In c . n e tw o rk , at h t t p : / / w w w . 

m u r r a y l in k . v i c . g o v . a u .

G o u lb u rn  V a lle y  and  W im m e ra  R eg io n a l 
L ib ra r ie s  a re  th e  n e w e s t  m e m b e rs  o f the  
M u r ra y lin k  n e tw o rk  b rin g in g  the n u m b e r o f 
co - o p e ra tiv e  lib ra r ie s  in the g ro u p  to e igh t.

P a r t ic u la r ly  in rura l a reas, the a b il it y  to 
se a rch  the  lo c a l l ib ra ry  c a ta lo g u e  o v e r  the  
in terne t p ro v id e s  the  c o m m u n ity  w ith  a d ra ­
m a t ic  in c re a se  in ea se  o f a cce s s  to  lo ca l in ­
fo rm a tio n  re so u rce s  as w e ll  as the  re so u rces  
o f  o th e r  l ib ra r ie s  w h e n  l ib ra r ie s  g ro u p  to ­
g e th e r  to m a x im is e  s e r v ic e  p ro v is io n  w ith  
lim ite d  re so u rces .

T h e  M u r ra y lin k  L ib ra r ie s  In c  n e tw o rk  is 
b ased  on  a c o - o p e ra t iv e ly  o w n e d  an d  o p e r ­

a ted  W e b se rve r, w h ic h  p ro v id es  the in te rface  
b e tw e e n  the  in terne t and  the lib ra ry  d a tab ase  
se rve rs  o f e a c h  m e m b e r lib ra ry .

L a u n c h e d  in 1 99 6 , M u r ra y lin k  L ib ra r ie s  
In c  is a c o - o p e ra t iv e  effo rt w ith  a v is io n  to 
c re a te  a n e tw o rk  o f V ic to r ia n  p u b lic  lib ra ries  
a lo n g  the M u r ra y  R iv e r  from  E c h u c a  to  the  
So u th  A u s tra lian  b o rder. W ith  the  ad d it io n  o f 
G o u lb u rn  V a l le y  an d  W im m e ra  R e g io n a l L i­
b ra r ie s  the n e tw o rk  n o w  se rves a p o p u la t io n  
o f  o v e r  2 0 3  0 0 0  o v e r  an a re a  o f  4 6  30 8  
sq u a re  k ilo m e tres .

T h e  M u rra y lin k  c o n c e p t o rig in a ted  w ith  a 
p r im a ry  goal to im p ro ve  a ccess  to the c o l le c ­
t io n s  o f  the  c o - o p e ra tin g  lib ra r ie s , p a r t ic u ­
la r ly  th ro u g h  e n a b lin g  re m o te  a c c e s s  to  l i ­
b ra ry  c a ta lo g u e s  fo r lib ra ry  c u s to m e rs . 
A c h ie v in g  th is goal requ ired  the u p g rad in g  o f 
th e  system  h a rd w a re , so ftw a re  and  c o m m u ­
n ic a tio n s  n e tw o rk s  o f e a ch  o f the fo u r fo u n d ­
ing  m e m b e r lib ra r ie s . In itia l fu n d in g  fo r the 
p ro je c t  w a s  g ran ted  b y  the  V ic to r ia n  D e p a r t ­
m e n t o f In fra s tru c tu re , O f f ic e  o f Lo c a l G o v ­
e rn m e n t. M e m b e r  lib ra rie s  p lan  to c o v e r  o n ­
g o in g  co s ts  th ro u g h  th e  c re a t io n  o f  n e w  
s e rv ic e s  an d  p ro d u cts , w h ic h  e n a b le  an e le ­
m en t o f se lf- su ff ic ien cy .

A  lo n g - s ta n d in g  sp ir it o f  c o - o p e ra t io n  
w ith in  ru ra l p u b l ic  l ib ra r ie s  in V ic to r ia  has 
se en  th is e x p a n s io n  o f m e m b e rs h ip , an d  a 
c o n t in u in g  e x p a n s io n  o f the  s e rv ice s  w h ic h  
m e m b e r  lib ra r ie s  share .

M u r ra y lin k  L ib ra r ie s  In c  se rv ice s  n o w  in ­
c lu d e  a w e b  p resen ce , a sh ared  m u lti-m e d ia  
c o lle c t io n , in c rea sed  in ter- lib rary  loan  traffic, 
a c o - o p e ra tive  b u y in g  sc h e m e  for n e w  m a te ­
r ia ls , a c o m m u n ic a t io n s  e q u ip m e n t  p o o l, 
sh ared  c a ta lo g u in g  re sources and  the sh aring  
o f  in -h o u se  a n d  o u t- so u rce d  t e c h n o lo g ic a l  
ex p e rtise .

S u sa n  L iep a , p ro je c t  m a n a g e r , M u rra y l in k  
L ib ra r ie s  In c

N E W S P A P E R S
W A N T E D

• Bound volumes or long runs. 
All 19th and 20th century 
Australian and overseas 
newspapers

• Also popular MAGAZINES 
(e.g. Life, Look, Women’s 
Weekly, etc.) to 1970
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The Leading Software for 
Information Management
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Interactive Circulation 
Management for Libraries 

designed by Triad
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Smith Library, 4-6pm. Cost $1, $2, $5. Contact: 
Stephen Leahy, ph 08 8302 26219, s.leahy@unisa. 
edu.au

T A S
•  1/4 Tas Library Technicians TALIATecs Confer­
ence committee meeting. Roberta Blackwood-Beat- 
tie on her experience in Sri Lanka. Phil Leonard Room, 
Launceston City Library. Meeting: 10am, lunch Ppm, 
bring a plate. General meeting will follow. Contact: 
Glencye Surtees, ph 03 64215571, surteesg@ 
tafe.tas.edu.au

V IC
• 3/4 Home Library Service SIG meeting. RVIB 
library, 85 High Street, Prahran, 10am. Contact Janine 
Smith, ph 03 9521 3400, smithja@rvibtbl.rvib.oig.au

• 4/4 Vic Library Technician section Committee 
meeting. State Library of Victoria, 328 Swanston Street 
meet in foyer at 6pm. Fa details contact Kerrie Kelly, ph 
03 9669 9721, kkelly@slv.vicgw.au

• 13/4 Vic Special Libraries section. Celebrate In­
ternational Special bbranans' day with a \tisit to the Na­
tional Meteorological Library, 150 Lonsdale Street Mel­
bourne (nearest station: Parliament Station). 5:30 fa 
6pm, followed by dinner at Cafe K, 35 Little Bourke 
Street. RSVPtyy 10/4 fo; Clare Body, ph 03 9669 4471, 
libraiy@bom.gw.au

• 18/4 Geelong Regional Group Guest speaker. 
Trevor Wakely on The professional Assodation in the 
new centuiy. Deakin University, Woolstaes Campus, 
Level 3, Library meeting Room, 1 Gheringhap Street 
Geelong, 5:30 fa 6pm. RSVP by 12/4 to: Tony Cavan- 
agh, ph 03 5227 2718, tonyc@deakin.edu.au a  Shirley 
Gilmore, ph 03 5278 9999, gilmores@kardinia. 
vicedu.au

« 20-21/5 Joint Vic & NSW Library Technician 
sections. Mildura weekend workshop. The Grand Ho­
tel, Mildura. Contact: Kerrie Kelly, ph 03 9669 9721, 
kkelly@slv.vic.gw.au For registration information see: 
http7/vwwv.alia.org.au/eventVnatjonal.html

• 5/6 Home Library Service SIG meeting Vision 
Australia Library, Glenfeme Road, Kocyong, 10am. Con­
tact: Mieke Mete, ph 03 9867 6022, fx 03 9820 
1335, mmdais@vicnetnetau

• 7/8 Home Library Service SIG meeting. St Kilda 
Library, 150 Carlisle Street St Kilda, 10am. Contact: Kin- 
ta Walker.

• 2/10 Home Library Service SIG meeting.
Caulfield Public Library, Comer Glen Eira & Hawthorn 
Roads, Caulfield, 10am. Contact Julie Thomas.

W A
• 5/4—6/12 WA Children's 8i Youth Services sec­
tion meeting. The more the rn e m i Brass Monkey in 
Northbndge, 6:30pm. 5/4,3/5,7/6,5/7,2/8,6/9,4/10, 
6/12. Forfurther information contact Hilary Hatfield, ph 
08 9111 3494, fx 08 9411 3493, hilaryh@cod<bum. 
wa.gw.au

• 11/4-12/12 WA Public Libraries section meet­
ing. All members welcome! Motley Public Library, 7 De- 
war Street, Morfey, 4pm. Second Tuesday of each 
month, 11/4,9/5,13/6,11/7,8/8,12/9,10/10,12/12. 
For further information contact Judi Willmott, ph 08 
9354 5327, fx 08 9354 5953, jwillmott@ 
canning.wa.gw.au

• 17/4 WA Library Technicians section meeting
Inglewood Library, 895 Beaufort Street Inglewood. For 
further information contact Brenda Ellen, ph 08 9266 
4183, ellenb@boris.curtin.edu.au

• 19/4 WA Branch CPD committee ALIA CPD 
program wotkshop. Faalitated by Branch CPD commit­
tee. Parmelia Room, City of Stirling, Municipal offices, 
Civic Place, Stirling, 2-Apm, $5pp. Contact: Ruth 
Schofield, ph 08 9370 5366, schofieldruth22@ 
hotmail.com

• 19/4 WA Branch CPD committee ALIA CPD 
program workshop. Faalitated by Branch CPD commit-

continued next page...

A pril 2000 / / /  T W * ' 31

http://www
mailto:alan@paperworld.com.au
mailto:triad@tdm.com
http://www.tdm.com.au
mailto:smithja@rvibtbl.rvib.oig.au
mailto:kkelly@slv.vicgw.au
mailto:libraiy@bom.gw.au
mailto:tonyc@deakin.edu.au
mailto:kkelly@slv.vic.gw.au
mailto:ellenb@boris.curtin.edu.au

