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It is w ith  great sadness that I w rite  
about my friend and our co lleague  
Jan in e  R iley , lib rarian  and archivist, 

w ho  d ied in Q u eens lan d  on Friday 
10 M arch . She d ied from Creutzfeldt- 
Jakob D isease (C JD ) at the W e s le y  H os­
pital in Brisbane aged 51 years.

Jan  w as born in Sub iaco , W estern  
Australia. I first met Jan in 1968 w hen  
she returned to W estern  Australia w ith  
her fam ily and w e w ere undergraduates 
together at in the Facu lty of Arts at the 
U n ivers ity  of W estern  Austra lia . She 
was warm , enthusiastic and a lw ays fun 
to be w ith . W e  drank m any a cap p u c ­
cino in the Reid Library Coffee Shop to­
gether.

After marrying Tim R iley and having 
two children, Elizabeth and Catherine, 
she studied at Curtin Un iversity of Tech ­
nology and com pleted her Graduate D i­
plom a in Information and Library Stud­
ies. H er fe llo w  students w rite  that she 
features in their fondest m em ories of 
Curtin , en liven in g  the breaks in be­
tween lectures. She was admired for her 
live ly  intellect and her sure judgement.

Jan was for m any years librarian at 
All Saints College. She was known to all 
the staff, students and parents as the 
open, friend ly, know ledgeab le , en e r­
getic and purposeful lib rarian  in the 
Sen ior Schoo l Library. This w as a role 
that she occu p ied  a longside several 
teacher-librarians, all of w hom  she 
helped to becom e more and more tech ­
n ica lly  literate as she herself read ily  
em braced and pioneered in information 
technology. As a librarian she was ad ­
mired for her attention to detail, her car­
ing attitude and the w a y  she w as pre­
pared to tackle any problem head-on —  
like autom ating the library.

As part of her interest in capturing 
the history and the culture of A ll Saints 
College, Jan em barked upon the course 
of study that was eventually to make her 
the first form ally qualified school a rch i­
vist in Perth. She first of all com pleted a 
short course in archives adm inistration 
and then in 1 996, she graduated w ith  a 
Masters in A rch ives  and the Penny 
Fisher Prize for being the top Masters 
student at M onash U n ivers ity  that year.

Jan becam e the inaugural archivist 
at two Perth schools, A ll Saints' College 
and Perth College, tw o schools w ith  a l­
most d iam e trica lly  opposite a rch iva l 
needs. Jan was alw ays w illing  to take up

a cha llenge  and 
her co lleagues 
w rite  that she 
seem ed to find a 
rich satisfaction in 
these roles. The 
headm aster of A ll 
Sa in ts' C o llege  
w rites that be­
cause of Jan 's  
w ork  'the Co llege 
now  has the con fid ence  of hav ing  its 
records and the key elem ents of its c u l­
ture and history properly  stored, re­
corded  and a rch ived . This means that 
future generations w ill have ready a c ­
cess to important and va luab le  inform a­
tion .' Jan  becam e a leader in the W A  
Schoo l A rch ive  Spec ia l Interest G roup  
and the local Australian Society  of A r ­
ch ivists B ranch . She com b ined  her 
know ledge of archives w ith  the IT skills 
of D ave C lem ent to produce and distrib­
ute A rch ive  M anager, a software pack­
age sp ec ifica lly  designed to meet the 
needs of small arch ives. H er a rch iva l 
co lleagues be lieve  that |an m oved the 
school archives com m unity from mere 
passive collections to really  pro-active 
attempts to create archives w h ich  w ere 
accessible to a w ide  range of users. Her 
colleagues w ere  also impressed by her 
vital enthusiasm  for historical m em ory 
as a com m unity right.

In 1997 Jan and her husband moved 
to Brisbane w here  she soon becam e in ­
vo lved  again, accepting a position as ar­
ch iv ist at B risbane G irls  G ram m ar 
Schoo l and partic ipating in the fo rm a­
tion of a Q ueensland  Schoo l A rch ives 
S IG  and the organisation of the Brisbane 
conference.

Those w ho  knew  Jan w ill attest to 
the fact that be lo w  her gentle exterior 
lay great strength, determ ination  and 
com m itm ent to people and causes dear 
to her. She was an excellent role model 
for her daughters and other wom en. She 
w as a caring  m other and m anaged to 
juggle a ba lance between the com pet­
ing dem ands on her time.

The tw o  professions have lost an 
outstanding librarian and archivist, her 
fam ily  and friends are grieving for the 
loss of a warm  and lovely person.

Carol Newton-Smith, business librarian, 
The University o f Western Australia with 
contributions from Pam Barnett, Maggie 
Exon, Anthea Harris, Tony London, Sue 
Manolas and Vicky Wilson
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