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K AR (Ken) Horn

State librarian, State

K en Horn was appointed as the first
state librarian of Victoria in 1966. He
occupied the position until his retire-

ment in August 1981. His earlier profes-
sional appointments and education had
been in New Zealand, before he moved to
the Monash University Library as acquisi-
tions librarian.

Ken's appointment as state librarian re-
sulted from the Victorian Government's im-
plementation of the major recommendation
of thejungwirth Report. This recommenda-
tion was for a new Library Board of Victo-
ria, responsible for both the development of
the State Library of Victoria and for state
government support to the Victorian public
library system. Ken had been very involved
in the Library Association of Australia's lob-
bying government in relation to the
Jungwirth Enquiry and library funding. The
Library Association's submissions helped
Sir John Jungwirth in the drafting of his fi-
nal report.

A major thrust of the Jungwirth Report
had been for a new building for the State Li-
brary of Victoria, the Swanston Street build-
ing having been roundly condemned as to-
tally inadequate for modern and effective
library service, whatever the grandeur and
charms of the Domed Reading Room and
other major public spaces. This was also
the key mission for Sir John Starke, Su-
preme CourtJudge and first president of the
Council from 1966-1985. By 1981 when
Ken retired, and after unrelenting lobbying
by him and Sir John, the government had
committed itself in principle to a new State
Library of Victoria building on the splendid
nearby Queen Victoria Market site. This de-
cision was to be cancelled soon after the
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Cain Labor Government came to power in
1982. The issue of the State Library building
was not of course finally resolved until the
Kennett Government eventually committed
itself to funding for the splendid restoration
and rebuilding program for the Swanston
Street buildings now well in progress.

A crowning glory of the Horn years at
the Library Council was the major develop-
ment of Victorian public library services
during that time. These were the envy of all
other states. Their success was based on
good funding and a well-developed re-
gional library model, with strong support
from Premier Rupert Hamer especially, but
across a broad political base. Ken was the
first to admit that Barrett Reid of the Coun-
cil's staff was primarily responsible for these
landmark developments, as he also gener-
ously acknowledged the work of other key
staff including Margery Ramsey and Mary
Carey.

The 1970s were a period of growth in
Australian public services generally and the
State Library of Victoria's staff grew by thirty
per cent in these years, allowing the devel-
opment of more effective information and
support services for the public.

In his non-public life, Ken was an active
Anglican and had many interests, including
modern Greek and church music. He also,
in retirement, acted as the honorary
Mollison librarian at Trinity College in the
University of Melbourne. He was a devoted
husband to Janet who survives him with
their five children. Barbara and Mac fol-
lowed in their father's footsteps by becom-
ing librarians.
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« 2/11 ALIA NSW. Council meeting,
all welcome. Coles Room Levd 11,
State Library of NSW, Macquarie Street,
Sydney, 6om RSVP for catering purpos-
es to: Jo-anne Fuller, local presence co-
ordinator, ph 02 9906 6000, fx (2
9906 5987, jojol@ozeneil.comau

27/11 Trimagic Software. Knowl-
edge management solutions presented
by industry & information experts.
Dermonstrations of the latest Trimegic
Solutions. All welcome. State Library
NSW, The Coles Seminar Room 10~
12pm lunch will be provided. Please
RSVP by 23/11 to: Tara Lord, ph 2
9880 8666, tara.lord@trinegic.comau
«18/12 ALIA NSW. Council meeting,
all welcome. Coles Room Level 11,
State Library of NSW, Mecquarie Street,
Sydney, Gom RSVP for catering purpos-
es to: Jo-anre Fuller, local presence co-
ordinator, ph 02 9906 6000, fx (2
9906 5987, jojol@ozereil.comau

QLD

12/11 CAVAL training activities.
Introduction to the information audit
full-day workshop provides an over-
view of the information audit process
and disousses the practical Sdills need-
ed to conduct an inforretion audit in
an organisation. University of Queens-
land, St Ludia. Cost: $360 CAVAL/ALIA
members, non-menrbers $400. Regis-
ter onlire at hittp:/Awwv.caval.edu.aw/
Services/rego_formhiml

= 13/11 QId Library Technicians.
Marketing Mania evening where you
can pick up a wealth of ideas on how
to effectively market your library. Met-
wey Theatre, State Library of Queens-
land, 5:30pm Contact: Marian Moyle,
ph O7 3244 6446, nerian.noyle
(@detir.gld.gov.au

< 15/11 QId Reference And Infor-
mation Services. RAIS-A-MATAZZ
2001: the library quiz night of the year.
The Greek Club, Acropolis Room, 29
Edrmonstone  Street, South Brisbane,
6:30 for 7om Cost (ind GST): $35 in
cuding 3 course "Gods of Olyrmpus”
banguet. RsVP to: Kirsty Hailton, ph
07 3237 6636, khamilton@sppcpm
comor Paula Callan ph 07 3364 4670,
p.callan@qut.edu.au

111 Trimagic Software. DB/Text-
Works introductory training. One-day
ocourse, introducing the GUI interface,
searching a textbese, editing & creat-
ing records, displaying/forinting & writ-
ing using report foms, QBE screen de-
sign, linking databeses, menaging texd-
bese elenents, exporting & inporting
data. Trairer: Card Familo. To register
please contact: Tara Lord, ph 2 9880
8666, tara.lord@trimegic.comau

16/11 Trimagic Software. WebPub-
lisher tranining. One day course, in-
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