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s e e k  c o m m o n  g ro u n d
Colette Ormonde, ALIA copyright advisory service

L ibrarians at national and in terna
tional leve ls are w o rk ing  w ith  
copyrigh t ow ners and their repre

sentatives so that users and owners may 
each  understand the p riorities of the 
other in negotiating the b a lan ce  of in 
terests in copyrigh t regulation.

A L IA  and the Copyright A gency Ltd 
(C A L ) are d iscussing  w ays  in w h ich  
C A L  cop yrigh t licen ces  m ay assist 
library docum ent delivery, intranet and 
e-m ail, and the needs of corporate  
libraries.

A L IA  and C A L  representatives met 
in O c to b er and w ill meet again in D e 
cem ber to exp lore the deve lopm ent of 
a l ic en ce  ta ilo red  to the inform ation  
needs of corporate libraries.

The librarians on the w ork ing  party 
com e from the legal, sc ien tific  and en 
g ineering , and m in ing  co rpo rate  sec 
tors, in c lu d in g  M o y ra  M cA llis te r , a 
m em ber of the A L IA  copyrigh t and in 
te llectual property adviso ry  group and 
nationa l lib ra ry  m anager o f B lake  
D aw so n  W a ld ro n . M o y ra  w as p re v i
ou s ly  the V ic to r ian  parliam en ta ry  li
b rarian  and has a detailed  know ledge 
of leg islative processes.

At the sam e time, the International 
Federation  of Library Associations and 
Institutions (IFLA ) is w o rk ing  w ith  the 
In terna tional Pub lishers A ssoc ia tion  
(IP A ) to p rom ote com m on  p rinc ip les 
regard ing  copyrigh t in the e lec tro n ic  
environm ent.

The jo in t A FLA / IPA  steering group 
has agreed on the fo llo w in g  points of 
discussion:

W h ile  the fundam enta l p rin c ip les  
underly ing  copyright protection in the 
print environm ent rem ain the sam e in 
the e lec tro n ic  en v iro n m en t (d ig ita l is 
not different), the advent of n ew  te ch 
no log ies has fun d am en ta lly  changed  
methods of publication  and d issem ina
tion as w e ll as rights m anagem ent (dig
ita l is different).

Bridg ing  the d ig ital d iv id e  is best 
ach ieved  by governm ent program s in 
creasing  fund ing  for books and  other 
p ub lica tions  in lib raries and by c o n 
necting end-users to the internet.

Pub lic  interest exceptions and lim i
tations to copyright remain necessary in 
the e lectron ic  environm ent in order to 
m aintain an equitable ba lance between 
the rights of creators and d istributors 
and the needs of users. H o w eve r, the 
nature and extent of these exceptions 
and limits must be assessed by applying 
the three-step test.

[The three step test is present in a 
num ber of in ternational agreem ents, 
in c lud ing  the Berne  C o n ven tio n , and 
underlies the fair dea ling  p rovisions in 
Australian law . The steps are:

1 .that lim itations and excep tions are 
confined to certain  special cases;

2 .  that these cases must not co n flic t  
w ith  the norm al exp lo ita tion  of a 
w ork; and

3 . that these cases must not unreason 
ab ly prejudice the legitimate interests 
of the rights holder.]

Libraries are key players in ensuring 
long-term p reservation/arch iv ing  of

e lectron ic  inform ation, through appro 
p riate a rrangem ents w ith  publishers. 
H ow ever, the cond itions of access and 
other te ch n ica l and p o lic y  issues re
qu ire further d iscussion  am ong stake
holders.

IF LA  and  IP A  w ill p rom ote the 
ab ove  p rin c ip le s  to the ir respective  
m em berships.

In a bu lle tin  from  IFLA , the c o 
chairs of the group issued the fo llow ing  
statements.

H erm an  P Sp ru ijt, IPA  ex ecu tive  
m em ber said:

‘Publishers and libraries recog note that, in the 
electronic environment too, libraries represent 
gateways to knowledge and that copyright 
encouraged the publication and dissemination of 
knowledge sources. Both communities are 
concerned about promoting connectivity of the 
information poor and call for increased funding 
to develop the infrastructure required for the 
dissemination and protection of and access to, 
digital content.'

G ro u p  co-chair and IF LA  G o v e rn 
ing Board  m em ber, Ingrid  Parent, 
stated:

‘In the international copyright arena IFLA  
supports balanced copyright provisions that 
promote the advancement of society as a whole by 
giving strong and effective protection to the rights 
holders as well as allowing reasonable access in 
order to encourage research, creativity, education 
and learning. In the digital environment there 
are still many issues to resolve, but it is 
encouraging to see that libraries and publishers 
are committed to finding the common ground 
that will benefit all the stakeholders. ’

The jo in t IF LA / IPA  steering group 
w ill  con tin u e  to w o rk  on these and 
other agreed com m on v iew s on co p y 
right in the e lectron ic  environm ent. ■

Generous packages will enable our delegates to also 
attend weekend sessions at the Somerset Celebration of 
Literature, 13th-17th March, held at Somerset College. 

On Friday evening, a Cocktail Party for the Librarians, 
Booksellers and Publishers will precede the Somerset 
Celebration of Literature Literary dinner.

Keynote speakers: Professor Torben Weinreich, 
Manager of the Children's Literature Centre, University 
of Copenhagen, Denmark;

isn't! Why! Why Not!

Agnes Nieuwenhuizen, Manager, Australian Centre for 
Youth Literature, State Library of Victoria;

Professor Adrian Ashman, Schonell Special Education 
Research Centre, University of Queensland; and,

Lesley Reece, Director Children's Literature Centre, 
Fremantle, W.A

Contact the Somerset Library on 07 5530 5458, 
email librar/@somerset.qld.edu.au or visit the web site 
www.somerset.qld.edu.au/conflib to download a registration 
form to The Somerset Conference for Librarians.
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