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T bit id a 

handy way to 

get a tadte o f 

C SA  d online 

serviced. . .

E v e ry o n e  lo v e s  a  f r e e b ie  ...
C am bridge Scien tific Abstracts (C SA ) 

[http ://www.csa.com /csa/hottopics/ 
hottop ics-m ain .sh tm l] are g iv ing  

a w a y  sam ples of journal a rtic les and other 
resources through their n ew ly  launched  Hot 
Top ic series. There are currently thirty topics 
on offer, ranging from  the Im m u n o lo g y  of 
A geing  (under b io m ed ic a l) to M ille n n ia l 
Cults (under socia l sciences). There are also 
top ics for m ateria ls and  the en v ironm en t. 
Each topic gives an o ve rv iew  of the subject, 
key citations w ith  abstracts, a list of related 
websites, a glossary, a com m ent form, and 
the source from  w h ic h  the resources w e re  
cu lled . This is a handy w a y  to get a taste of 
C SA 's  o n line  services.

... but som etim es y o u  have to pay
As journal subscriptions go through the roof, 
pay-per-view  m ay becom e m ore and m ore 
com m on . That is w h a t ISI e So u rce  [http:// 
isiesource.com/] is banking on w ith  this new  
se rv ice  o ffering record  v ie w s  in pre-pur- 
chased  bund les of ten. The se rv ice  a llo w s  
you to access key scho la rly  literature in the 
sc iences, soc ia l sc iences, and hum anities . 
O n ce  you have found your area of interest, 
you can  link d ire c tly  to sp ec ific  artic les. 
Search ing  a lone is free.

Public lib ra ries  o f  E urope
If you  are interested in b row sing  p u b lic  li
braries abroad  from your desktop or study, 
this d irectory of libraries in European co u n 
tries w ill be a hit w ith  you. W a n t  to check  
out N o rw eg ian  p u b lic  lib raries? R om an ian  
ones? O r  D an ish  ones? G o  no further. For 
Denm ark, you can  get a full listing of D a n 
ish lib raries on the w eb , as w e ll as d irect 
links to p ub lic  libraries of particu lar interest 
to foreigners. Further links are p rovided  for 
the State L ib rary o f Denm ark, the U n io n  of 
Danish Librarians and other sources. Entries 
w ill vary from country to country, depending 
on how  w eb-savvy the country  is. Sites that 
com m unicate in English are indicated w ith  a 
sm all U n io n  Jack , w h ile  rea lly  outstanding 
sites get a gold star [http://dspace.dial.pipex. 
com /tow n/square/ac940/eurolib .htm l].

A rt  galle ries to o ...
Lots m ore a rm ch a ir trave lling  is on offer in 
this new  d irectory of art galleries around the 
w o rld . The A rt A tlas database [http:// 
artatlas.com /] p rov ides addresses and te l
ephone num bers for m ore than 4500 inter
national art galleries. Som e entries p rovide 
links to ad d itio n a l in fo rm ation , such as 
opening hours, a list of artists represented, or 
the ga llery 's  w ebsite . You can search the at

las by gallery nam e, by hom e city, by an art
ist's nam e, or by keyw ords. O r  if you prefer, 
you can  brow se the listing of galleries for a 
specific  city. If you  search for Paris, for ex
am ple, you w ill get a long listing. G alleries 
that have supplied a w eb  link have the word 
W E B  next to their entry in the list.

M aps and the k itchen  sink
A ll the W o r ld 's  M ap s [h ttp ://w w w . 
em bassyw orld .com /m aps/m aps.h tm l] p ro 
vides access to national maps and maps of 
m ajor cities from a range of map providers 
such as A tlap ed ia , Exped ia  and  the Perry- 
Castaneda Library. N ot every  country is rep
resented, but it soon should be as the site is 
con tin u a lly  being deve loped . O n ce  you se
lect a country, you can launch the map page 
to choose  from  a range of maps, m any of 
w h ich  p rovide zoom  facilities. Links to city 
maps are also provided, if ava ilab le . The site 
a lso  links to w o r ld w id e  d irecto ries  of em 
bassy and consu late  locations, inform ation 
on visas, te lephone d irectories and d ia lling  
codes, and to som e factual and background 
inform ation via  a range of services. You can 
a lso  get d riv ing  d irec tio ns  and  routes and 
travel inform ation. There is a lot here; it's all 
the w o rld 's  maps and just about everyth ing 
else.

H om ew ork  h elper
B lan k  &  O u tlin e  M aps [http://geography. 
about.com /cs/blankoutlinem aps/] w o u ld  be 
a good site for ch ild re n 's  hom ew ork , for 
school lessons or for quizzes w h ere  you ask 
peop le to identify countries from a map out
line. The site provides printable outline maps 
of the w orld , continents, regions, countries, 
ind ividual states of the Un ited  States, and the 
provinces of Canada. M aps are freely a v a il
ab le for educational or personal use. This site 
is from A bou t.com  so use it w h ile  it is still 
ava ilab le .

A bout to be closed
For those w ho  missed the announcem ent, 
A bout.com  is c losing several hundred of its 
ind iv idua l guides. These top ical sites w ere  
personal guides to the w eb, generally  co m 
p iled  by enthusiasts. M a n y  w e re  extrem ely 
helpful, so it's lucky that a relocation directory 
has been put up on the w eb  to link users to 
sites that may have m oved. The About.com  
Closed Guide Relocation D irectory and Assist
ance Links provides links to new addresses for 
c losed  guides and also advises former 
About.com  editors on finding new  hosts and 
setting up new  sites [h ttp ://w w w .ericw ard . 
com /guidehelp/relocationdi rectory.htm l].
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H ow  p ro gressive  a re  y o u ?
Progress ive  L ib rarians A roun d  the W o r ld  
[h ttp ://libr.org/international/] is hop ing  to 
bu ild  a w o rld w id e  netw ork of activist librar
ians. The site includes a statement of the ten 
un iting  p rin c ip les  that the group hopes to 
foster, in c lud ing  p rom oting equa lity  of a c 
cess to in fo rm ation  serv ices, and m aking 
a va ila b le  a range of progressive view po ints. 
The site is organised by coun try  or region, 
and  inc lud es  con tac t deta ils  for ex isting 
group members. If you are interested in jo in 
ing, send an e-m ail to Ro ry  L itw in  at 
rlitw in@ earth link .ne t or visit the site.

U nited  S ta tes  a ttack  in form ation
The 11 Sep tem ber attacks on the U n ited  
States have p robab ly been the most exhaus
t ive ly  covered  events in recent history. The 
sheer weight of information produced means 
it is worth sifting out the useful inform ation 
for researchers dow n the track. O n e  handy 
source is the recently released briefing book 
from the U n ited  States N ational Security  A r
c h iv e  [h ttp ://w w w .gw u.edu/~nsarch iv/ 
N SA EBB/N SA EBB5 5 / in dex1 .h tm l], It covers 
the attacks, but also provides a num ber of re
lated docum ents on terrorism , w ar, and 
other events, such as the attack on the U SS  
C o le  and the ea rlie r W o r ld  T rade C enter 
bom bing.

A rch ived  fo r p o ste rity
A lso  w orth  noting are the Internet A rch ive 's  
[ h t t p :/ / w e b .a r c h  i v e .o r g / c o l  le c t io n s /  
sep1 1 .html] files of print and television  co v 
erage. The print section  inc ludes national 
and in ternational new s coverage, in fo rm a
tion from charitab le  organisations, and gov
ernm en t and  m ilita ry  sites. The te lev is io n  
a rch ive  [h ttp ://w w w .te levis ionarch ive .o rg/] 
inc ludes actual stream ing footage of te le v i
sion broadcasts from  sources such as the 
B B C , C N N  and others. It includes the G ood  
M orn ing  Am erica  program on w h ich  the first 
news of the attacks broke. The U n ited  States 
Poyn ter Institute [http ://ww w.poynter.org/] 
has a ve ry  large section  on the attacks, in 
c lu d in g  P D F  ga lleries  of new spapers from 
that day and subsequent days.

Tim e m achine
The Internet A rch ive  has also just released a 
n ew  tool ca lled  the W a y b a c k  M a ch in e  
[http://web.archive.org]. If you are interested 
in ghosts, g ive it a try as it a rch ives earlier 
versions of w eb  pages. H a v e  a look at the 
ea rly , unc lu tte red  Y ah o o  (I liked it better 
then). Som e sites have  m ultip le  entries, a l

low ing  you to v ie w  their d eve lopm en t over 
tim e. The a rch ive  inc ludes w eb  pages that 
have vanished or died. If there w as a site you 
loved and lost, you just might be ab le to res
urrect it here.

G etting  dow n to business
Le iden U n ive rs ity  in the N etherlands is a l
w ays  com in g  up w ith  surprises. N o w  they 
h ave  lau n ch ed  a site for business history 
[h ttp ://w w w .le t.le id en u n iv .n l/h is to ry/ re s/  
bushis/]. Though there is not a huge am ount 
there as yet, the site is an attem pt to encour
age businesses to publish their corporate his
tory on the com p an y  w ebsite . The existing 
links to inform ation  are organ ised by co u n 
try. S in ce  most co rpo rate  h istory is buried  
w ith in  sites, there are ind iv idu a l pointers to 
track ing  them  d o w n . O n e  tip is a lw ays  to 
look in the investo r re la tions section , the 
log ica l p la ce  for ann u a l reports and  other 
background. Further business research can 
be done courtesy of C o rp W a tch 's  tips [http:/ 
/w w w . corpwatch.org/research/guide/ ]. This 
co rpo ra te  w a tch d o g  site has a h an d y  six- 
step research  section  on h o w  to find  out 
about m u ltinational corporations. There are 
re lated  sections on d ev e lo p in g  a research  
plan, carry ing  out industry research, looking 
at corporations and po litics and other useful 
tips.

E recto r set
If you have been thinking of setting up a por
tal for inform ation, you cou ld  do w orse than 
d ow n load  the Scou t Portal Too lk it from In 
ternet Scou t [http://scout.cs.w isc.edu/re- 
search/SPT/index .htm l]. The too lk it a llo w s 
organisations to set up a portal fa irly  qu ick ly 
and cheap ly . The kit com es in three parts: 
the portal interface, the intelligent metatdata 
tool and the portal too lk it package. Internet 
Scou t are looking for beta testers so visit the 
site to get the softw are and have a go.

Second language resources
Teachers or librarians looking for ESI. m ate
rial on the internet should  find the O n lin e  
D irecto ry  of ESL Resources [h ttp ://w w w .ca l. 
org/ericcll/ncbe/esld irectory/] handy. The 
d irecto ry  a im s to in c lu d e  o n ly  the best re
sources for English as a second  language, 
and it limits entries in the d irectory to sites as 
a w hole , rather than try to list individual w eb  
pages from  sites. The d irec to ry , a jo in t 
p ro ject from the N ational C learinghouse for 
B ilin g u a l Ed ucation  and the ER IC  
C learinghouse on Languages and Linguistics, 
is annotated  and searchab le . ■

SMART
SOLUTIONS

FOR SMART 
LIBRARIES

V i e w  G e a c ' s  V u b i s  s m @ r t  

o n  s t a n d  4 3  a t  V a l a  2 0 0 2

www.geac.com

This column 
[with URL lin ks ]. 
can be foundiati

hnp:/Vwww.alia.org.3ii/inci!e

Contributions and 
suggestions for this 
column are always 
welcome. Please 
contact Belinda 

Weaver via e-mail.
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