F ro n tlin e

A formative period...
am w riting this colum n during w hat
promises to be a key form ative period
for our Association follow ing its govern
ance and structural realignm ent to the re
alities of doing business in a changing and
often turbulent environm ent. H erald ing
this period are several fora that have been
planned to inspire and ch allen g e the li
brary and inform ation com m unity. A l
though not all these events have been
sponsored by A L IA they w ill together en
able the Association, that is its members, to
articulate its goals and aspirations. O u r
guiding im perative through this process is
A LIA 's first object:
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A L IA p re sid e n t
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Feedback to y o u r
Board o f Directors

To p ro m o te the free flo w o f in fo r
m ation an d ideas in the interest o f
a ll A u stra lia n s a n d a th rivin g c u l
ture, e c o n o m y a n d d e m o c 
racy.

Do you have an idea, compliment or
concern about your Association? Con
tact any director below on personal
issues and ideas will be reviewed at
each meeting of the Board.
E-mail to feedback@ alia.org .au will
be automatically forwarded to all
Board members.

Joyce Kirk [president] phone
02 9514 1926, fax 02 9514 2711
joyce.kirk@alia.org.au

Christine M ackenzie [vice-president]
phone 07 3403 4255,
fax 07 3403 9969
christine.mackenzie@alia.org.au

Angela Bridgland, phone 03 8344 5368,
fax 03 9347 7243,
angela.bridgland@alia.org.au

Kevin Dudeney, phone 02 9636 5007,
fax 02 9804 5460,
kevin.dudeney@alia.org.au

M o yra M cAllister, phone 03 9679 3423,
fax 03 9679 3111,
moyra.mcallister@alia.org.au

D eanne Barrett, phone 08 9420 4580,
fax 02 9420 4509,
deanne.barrett@alia.org.au

V icki M cD onald, phone 07 3840 7874,
fax 07 38407860,
vicki.mcdonald@alia.org.au
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W hat
fora?

are

some

of these

O n e w as the Peak Bodies
Forum hosted and co-ordinated
by the N ational Library of A u s
tralia and led by the recently re
appointed director-general, Ms
Jan Fullerton. A set of principles
underpinning mutual support
am ong libraries of all kinds is
one of the first tangible o ut
com es of the forum and other
outcomes w ill emerge over the
com ing months. O n e of the
very positive aspects of the Fo
rum w as the range of cross
sectoral interests that w ere rep
resented.
Another forum was a C o llo 
quium on Research Libraries
hosted by the State Library of
N e w South W a le s and the L i
brary Board. The colloquium, or
conversation, presented a v ie w
of libraries from the outside
looking in. The scholars w h o
spoke affirm ed the social and
cultural value of research librar
ies, and by im plication of all li
braries that are involved in c o l
lecting and creating access to
our docum entary heritage in its
m any forms. It is after all this
heritage that underpins our re
flections of ourselves. The p a 
pers from the co llo q u iu m w ill
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be available on the State Library's website
and I encourage you to read them, enjoy
their eloquence and their honesty and sus
tain yourself on the insights that they offer
on our w orld of practice.
Yet another forum considered the dis
cussion paper prepared by the LIS EK A
w orking group. This paper has the poten
tial to transform library and inform ation
scien ce education by bringing a careerlong focus to the demands and expectation
of increasing ly diverse w ork p laces. The
LIS E K A w ork ing group, led by M airead
Brow ne, has yet to present its final report,
and the group is very keen to engage in the
conversations that are sure to have a long
term im pact on education for information
practice.
The final forum that I w ant to highlight
here has yet to unfold: the A LIA Biennial
Conference, P o w erin g o u r future: co n trib 
ute to the inform ation agenda. W ith imagi
nation and daring D agm ar Schm id m aier
and her team have designed a program
that is sure to inspire and ch alle n g e the
Association and its members. Along with
the Conference's Issues Forum and e-chat
sessions, conference participants had op
portunities to explore some of the bigger
questions around the theme of Australia's
inform ation agenda. The A L IA N ational
Policy Congress later this year w ill be w ell
positioned to carry forw ard some of the
conference outcomes.
During his term as president of your As
sociation, Dr Alan Bundy highlighted the
value of social, cultural and eco nom ic in
formation literacy to a dem ocratic society.
It is likely that the fora that have occurred
so far and w ill continue through the com 
ing year in the form of conferences, sem i
nars, meetings and discussions c o 
ordinated by A L IA and its groups w ill
further the broad themes pursued by Alan.
In the same w a y that firms and organisa
tions are discovering the place of con ver
sation in sharing and creating knowledge,
your Association is in the process of engag
ing in conversations that w ill shape not
o n ly its ow n future but also those of the
people and groups that w e influence.
I ackn o w led g e the key role that Alan
took in focusing on inform ation literacy
and I look forward to ensuring that the hu
man dimensions of information literacy are
central to the information agenda.
■
J u n e
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