
Preserving Australia’s legal history
ALIA member awarded a Churchill Fellowship to study institutions involved with the preservation of legal history

M r A la d in  R a h e m t u la ,  l ib ra r ia n  at th e  S u p r e m e  

C o u r t  o f  Q u e e n s l a n d ,  h a s  b e e n  a w a r d e d  a 

C h u r c h i l l  F e l lo w s h i p  to  s tu d y  the  a c t iv i t ie s  of 

institut ions  e n g a g e d  in th e  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  le ga l  h istory  

in the U n ite d  States  o f  A m e r i c a ,  C a n a d a  a n d  the  U nited  

K in g d o m .

A la d in  is r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  th e  Q u e e n s l a n d  S u p r e m e  

C o u r t  H is to ry  p ro g ra m ,  th e  first o f  its k ind  in A u stra l ia .  

T h e  p ro g ra m  a im s  to ra ise  c o m m u n i t y  a w a r e n e s s  o f  

Q u e e n s l a n d ' s  lega l  h e r i ta g e  b y  a c t in g  as  a d e p o s i to r y  o f  

lega l m e m o r a b i l i a  a n d  e n s u r in g  that a c q u ir e d  m ateria l  is 

c o n s e r v e d  a p p ro p r ia te ly  a n d  m a d e  a c c e s s ib le  to the w id e r  

co m m u n ity .  This  is a c h ie v e d  b y  w a y  o f  exh ib it io n s ,  an  oral 

his tory p ro g ra m , se m in a rs ,  lectu res ,  p u b l ic a t io n s  a n d  d ig i

tisation o f  h istor ica l m ater ia l .

A la d in  h o p e s  to d r a w  o n  th e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  o v e r s e a s  

org an isa t io n s  w h ic h  h a ve  d e v e l o p e d  e x c e l le n t  fu n d in g  and 

re s o u rc e  in frastructures  to su p p o r t  high q u a l i ty  p ro gram s. 

H is  p ro p o s e d  s c h e d u le  in c lu d e s  visits  to th e T a r le to n  L aw  

Library  at the U niv e rs ity  o f  T exas ;  the  S u p r e m e  C o u rt  H is 

tory So c ie ty  in W a sh ing to n , D C ;  a n d  the So c ia l  L a w  Library 

in B oston . H e  then p la n s  to vis it  the  L a w  S o c ie t y  o f  U p p e r  

C a n a d a  in Toronto .  A la d in  w il l  th e n  travel to the  U n ited  

K in g d o m  to v is it  th e  G a l l e r i e s  o f  Ju s t ic e  in N o tt in g h a m ,  

a n d  the  R oyal  C ourts  o f  Ju s t ice  in L o n d o n .

H e  e x p e c t s  to c o m m e n c e  his s tudy tour in 2 0 0 3 .

W h at is a C h urch ill F ellow ship?
A d m in is te re d  by the W in sto n  C h urch il l  Trust, the C hurchill  

F e l lo w s h ip s  p r o v id e  f in a n c ia l  su p p o r t  to e n a b l e  o rd in a ry  

A u stra l ian s  to u n d e rta k e  a  p e r io d  o f  o v e r s e a s  study, or an 

in vest igat ive  pro ject ,  that c a n n o t  b e  re a d i ly  u n d e rta k e n  in 

A ustra l ia .

T h e  story o f  the C h u rch il l  Trust is the  s u c c e s s  story  o f  

its C h u rch il l  Fe l low s  —  n o w  n u m b e r in g  m o r e  th an  2 5 0 0 .  
Their  pro jects  are  e x trem ely  d iverse  but they  d o  h a v e  s o m e 
th ing  in c o m m o n  —  Tight in the e y e s  a n d  fire in th e  b e l ly ' .  

Their  p ro je c ts  are  in va r ia b ly  in n o v a t ive ,  the result  o f  extra  
e n d e a v o u r ,  or a striving for e x c e l l e n c e .

T h e  F e l lo w s  th e m s e lv e s  a re  o r d in a r y  A u st r a l ia n s ,  but 

w ith  e x t ra o r d in a ry  g o a ls .  W h a t  d i s t in g u is h e s  a C h u rc h i l l  
F e l lo w  is that he or she  is in v a r ia b ly  ta len ted , has  th e  a b i l 
ity to g o  that little bit further, a n d  h as  the  d e te rm in a t io n  to 

sh a re  the  results o f  their  F e l lo w s h ip  w ith  th e  c o m m u n i t y  
u p o n  their  return to Austra l ia .

In e s s e n c e ,  C h u rch il l  F e l lo w s h ip s  a re  a c t s  o f  fa ith in 

th e  r e s o u r c e fu ln e s s  o f  in d iv id u a l s ,  h ig h ly  m o t iv a te d  in 
their  o w n  w o rk  and  p e rc e p t iv e  o f  p resen t  g a p s  w ith in  the 
soc ia l  structure.  An o v ersea s  s tudy m a y  often reveal  a better 

a l te rn a t iv e  or e x a m p l e  to b e  u se d  a s  a m o d e l  in A u stra l ia .  
C h u rch il l  Fe l low s  in cre a s in g ly  f ind that in s o m e  a re a s  A u s 

tral ia  has s o m e th in g  to te a c h  the  w o r ld  —  s o  the  b en efits  
o f  the fe l lo w s h ip s  are  not a l w a y s  o n e - w a y  only .

O th e r  l ibrarians h a v e  r e c e iv e d  C h u rch il l  F e l lo w s h ip s .  
Val M o o n  re c e iv e d  a f e l l o w s h i p  in 1 9 8 6  to in v e s t ig a te  
l ib ra ry  s e r v i c e s  for the  d i s a b l e d ,  a n d  L ynette  Q u i n c e  
r e c e i v e d  th e  B l a k e n e y - M i l l e r  F o u n d a t io n  C h u r c h i l l  F e l

l o w s h ip  to study  the  d e l i v e r y  o f  l ib ra ry  s e r v i c e s  to rural 
c o m m u n it ie s .

If y o u  a re  interested in a p p l y i n g  for a fe l l o w s h ip ,  visit  

th e  W in s to n  C h u rch il l  M e m o r i a l  Trust w e b s i t e  at  http:// 

w 'w w .c h u rch il l t ru s t .org .au/. T h e  s ite  in c lu d e s  in fo rm a t io n  
a b o u t  h o w  to a p p l y  fo r  f e l l o w s h i p s ,  a p p l i c a t io n  fo rm s, 
a n d  reports  from  p re v io u s  f e l l o w s h i p  w in n e rs .  F e l lo w s h ip  

a p p l ic a t io n s  o p e n  1 N o v e m b e r  a n d  c lo s e  1 F e b ru a ry  e a c h  
y e a  r. ■

Your feedback sought
First draft of the COUNTER usage reports now available for comment

C OUNTER (Counting Online Usage of NeTworked Electronic Resources) is a new, multi-agency project whose 
objective is to develop a single, internationally accepted, extendible code of practice that w ill allow the 
usage of online information products and services to be measured more consistently.

One of the most important features of the code of practice w ill be the usage reports that vendors w ill have 
to supply to customers in order to qualify as 'CO UNTER compliant'. Draft 1 of the CO UNTER Usage Reports 
is now available, and librarians are invited to participate in an online survey that w ill collect their comments 
on the draft. The online survey and the full text of the usage reports are accessible via the COUNTER website:
http://www.ProjectCounter.org.

The absence of a code of practice has meant that suppliers and purchasers of online information services have 
had no common standards for the recording, analysis or sharing of usage data. COUNTER w ill provide guidance 
on data elements to be measured, definitions of these data elements, data processing, report formats, methods of 
delivery, methods of combining usage reports from direct use and from use via intermediaries.

Release 1 of the code of practice w ill be available at the end of 2002. An organisational framework for imple
mentation and compliance w ill also be proposed at that time.

COUNTER is actively supported by the international community of librarians and publishers, and by their pro
fessional organisations. A steering group chaired by Richard Gedye of Oxford University Press is supervising the 
development of COUNTER. Contact the project director responsible for day-to-day management, Peter Shepherd
(pshepherd@projectCounter.org), for further information. ■
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